
SYMPOSIUM „ANTISEMITISM AND PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL:  
CHALLENGES, OPPORTUNITIES, NETWORK“

9:30: Admission

11:00 – 11:45: Opening ceremony

Greetings

Hans-Joachim Watzke, Chief Executive Officer of Borussia Dortmund, Chairman of the Supervisory 
Board of DFL Deutsche Fußball Liga GmbH
Maram Stern, Executive Vice President of the World Jewish Congress
Dr. Josef Schuster, President of the Central Council of Jews in Germany
Dr. Felix Klein, Federal Government Commissioner for Jewish Life in Germany and the Fight  
against Anti-Semitism
Mahmut Özdemir, Parliamentary State Secretary at the Federal Ministry of the Interior

Moderation and introduction to the program: Dr. Andreas Kahrs, what matters gGmbH

11:45 – 13:00: Keynotes 

Antisemitism - Throughout History and Today 
Dr. Yael Kupferberg, Center for Research on Anti-Semitism Technische Universität Berlin
Social and Political Dimensions of Experiencing and Combating Antisemitism
Daniel Botmann, Managing Director Central Council of Jews in Germany
Antisemitism in Football and Fan Cultures: Old Stereotypes and New Forms
Pavel Brunssen, Frankel Center for Judaic Studies, University of Michigan

13:00 – 14:30: Lunch break (with organized discussion tables)

14:40 – 17:15: Workshops

14:40 – 15:50: Workshop Session 1
Coffee Break
16:05 – 17:15: Workshop Session 2

17:30 – 18:00: Final discussion



Meet a Jew - Experience Jewish Life  
First Hand
Marat Schlafstein & Mascha Schmerling,  
Central Council of Jews in Germany

Nearly every-other German has never met a Jew. The reality 
of Jewish life remains largely invisible, abstract and reduced 
to buzzwords such as antisemitism or the Holocaust. The 
Central Council of Jews‘ „Meet a Jew“ project brings Jewish 
youth and adult volunteers to schools, universities and other 
institutions. In personal encounters, the volunteers provide 
individual insights into their everyday lives and answer ques-
tions in an informal conversational atmosphere. The social 
space of sports offers another framework for making Jewish 
life visible and preventing antisemitism. The workshop intro-
duces the method of encounter work with a focus on target 
groups in the field of sports.

Conspiracy Myths: When Thoughts  
Become Dangerous
Amber Weinber, World Jewish Congress

Since the beginning of the pandemic there has been a  
movement to ensure that conspiracy myths are no longer 
pushed aside as harmless thoughts. These myths often  
revolve around an alleged global Jewish conspiracy and  
revive old antisemitic tropes. The workshop aims to show 
how to recognize conspiracy ideologies in everyday life, why 
they are dangerous, what role social media play in this and 
how to counter them.

Remembrance Projects in Football
Dr. Andreas Kahrs, what matters gGmbH

The football community has developed a wealth of knowled-
ge in the field of Holocaust remembrance project, but there 
are some specifics issues that need to be kept in mind when 
working in this field. The workshop will show how to avo-
id presenting Jews exclusively as victims and how to use 
biographical approaches to bring the diversity of Jewish life 
into educational work. In addition, we will discuss how this 
approach also allows us to look  at the process of exclusion 
and persecution that began long before the deportations.

Hate on the Net - Antisemitic Posts and 
What to Do About Them 
Eyal Levinsky, Central Council of Jews in Germany

Jews are confronted with hate and incitement on social  
media every day. Insults, calls for violence, and denial of the 
Shoah are part of everyday life. The workshop explores the 
depths of Instagram and the like. What kind of content are 
children and young people confronted with? How do I deal 
with it as a club when players or fans spread antisemitic 
posts? How do I report actual content?

Application of IHRA‘s Working Definition  
of Antisemitism in the Daily Life of the  
Association and in the Association‘s  
Structure
Eugen Balin, member of the WJC Jewish Diplomatic 
Corps

Recognize, call out, and fight antisemitism! The workshop is 
dedicated to the first two steps of this three-step process. In 
order to combat antisemitism effectively, we must first recog-
nize and name it. This is where the IHRA working definition 
of antisemitism helps us. What does this working definition 
entail? How did it come about and how can it be applied in 
practice? We will focus on the practical application of the 
IHRA working definition by means of case studies as well 
as its integration into the everyday life and structure of the 
association.

WORKSHOPS



Antisemitism in Fan Groups:
From words to critical action 
Pavel Brunssen, Frankel Center for Judaic Studies, 
University of Michigan

This workshop will deepen the concept of „antisemitic  
resentment communication“ presented in the keynote. The 
focus will be on how antisemitism occurs even where fans 
don’t have antisemitic intentions. In addition to a discussion 
of current antisemitic distortions in stadiums, counter-strate-
gies, we will focus on fan dynamics and best-practice exam-
ples. A „critical perspective on antisemitism“ and action-ba-
sed approach will be encouraged.

The Conversation About Israel -  
How Jews in Germany Feel the Impact of 
anti-Israel Hate Speech
Michael Neumann, Antidiscrimination Counseling 
and Intervention in Antisemitism and Racism Adira  
Dortmund

Antisemitism that is fueled by misconceptions about the 
State of Israel is a form of hostility that manifests itself in acts 
of hate that targets Jews in Germany and around the world. 
In the workshop, examples of Israel-related antisemitism will 
be presented with the aim of increasing future recognition of 
incidents and providing a greater understanding of the im-
pact.

Antisemitism in Amateur Football -  
And What We Can Do About It
Luis Engelhardt, Initiative Zusammen1

Antisemitism manifests itself time and again in verbal, visual 
or physical discrimination, especially in the „burning glass 
of sport“. Particularly in the context of soccer, antisemitic 
behavior is sometimes tolerated without contradiction, not 
even recognized, and often trivialized. The Jewish sports  
association MAKKABI Deutschland e.V. provides insights 
into the problem area and presents practical solutions based 
on its prevention project „Zusammen1 - Für das, was uns 
verbindet“ (Together1 - For what unites us).

Approaches to Combating Antisemitism: 
Insights into the German Government‘s  
National Strategy
Dr. Antonia Schmid, Personal Assistant to the Federal 
Government Commissioner for Jewish Life in Germany 
and the Fight against Antisemitism

The Federal Government Commissioner for Jewish Life and 
Against Antisemitism, Dr. Felix Klein, has been working sin-
ce 2021 on a national strategy against antisemitism on be-
half of the Federal Government. For this purpose, more than 
40 associations and initiatives were asked about the most 
important challenges for them. The workshop will provide 
insights into the most comprehensive approach to date in 
the fight against antisemitism. Where are the most important 
levers and how can associations make use of the findings?


