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Introduction
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The 2022 WJC Survey on anti-Semitism in Germany was commissioned by 
Ronald S. Lauder, President of the World Jewish Congress, and conducted by 
Schoen Cooperman Research. Online interviews with a representative sample of 
5,006 German adults of all age groups were completed between 12 November 
and 30 November 2021. Among those, a subsample of 851 respondents 
represented the age group of 18- to 29-year-olds (“Young People”). The fieldwork 
was done in collaboration with the Berlin-based research firm GapFish, a Cint 
company, and the Hamburg office of Ipsos. Respondents were reached using 
random selection procedures and they were required to pass a series of 
screening questions in order to ensure they were eligible to participate.



Executive Summary
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Jews are at risk of violence, prejudice, and hate speech, putting 
Anti-Semitism at crisis levels in Germany.

MAJOR FINDINGS

1

2
Germans generally and Young People (ages 18-29) specifically have 
been led to anti-Semitic views by conspiracy theories about 
Covid-19 and related issues. 

Adults who hold Anti-Semitic views are extreme believers in these 
conspiracy theories, including those related to Jews.



Executive Summary
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Overall, Young People tend to be less aware or concerned about 
the seriousness and dangers of anti-Semitism. Indeed, they are 
more likely to hold anti-Semitic views and be more sympathetic to 
Neo-Nazism.

MAJOR FINDINGS

3 Perceptions of the Holocaust are characterized by disinformation
and anti-Semitism, and adults do NOT rule out the possibility that a 
leader like Hitler or something like the Holocaust could occur in 
Europe today.
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Overarching Takeaway #1: Anti-Semitism
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Anti-Semitism is a pervasive problem that has reached crisis levels —
Jews are at risk of violence, prejudice, and hate speech on an ongoing basis; 

and anti-Jewish views are prevalent.

Jews are perceived to be 
increasingly at risk of prejudice 
and violence, including hate 
speech and racist violence.

Anti-Semitic beliefs are also 
prevalent, as roughly one-in-five 
adults surveyed hold an anti-
Semitic view and nearly one-in-
three young people do as well.

In terms of anti-Semitism among German adults, we find that:

Adults tend to believe that anti-Semitism is happening more frequently than 
less frequently, and that anti-Semitism will NEVER be fully eradicated.

1 2
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KEY FINDINGS



Overarching Takeaway #1: Anti-Semitism
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Anti-Semitism is a pervasive problem that has reached crisis levels —
Jews are at risk of violence, prejudice, and hate speech on an ongoing basis; 

and anti-Jewish views are prevalent.

Men, AfD Voters and Infrequent 
Voters are more likely than their 
counterparts to hold anti-Semitic 
views.

In terms of anti-Semitism among German adults, we find that:

Anti-Semitic violence is at 
concerning levels, and most 
say it is important for their 
government to do something 
about it.
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KEY FINDINGS



Overarching Takeaway #2: Covid-19 Conspiracies
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Germans generally and Young People (ages 18-29) specifically have 
been led to anti-Semitic views by conspiracy theories about Covid-19 

and related issues. 

Not only does a majority of young 
people believe Covid-19 was 
created in a lab, but they are also 
more likely than older adults to 
believe anti-Semitic conspiracies 
about the pandemic.

Those who hold anti-Semitic 
views are extreme believers of 
Covid-19 conspiracies, including 
those related to Jews. 

When it comes to Covid-19 conspiracies among German adults, we find that:
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KEY FINDINGS



Overarching Takeaway #3: Holocaust & Neo-Nazism
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Perceptions of the Holocaust are characterized by disinformation and anti-
Semitism; and adults surveyed do NOT rule out the possibility that a leader 
like Hitler or something like the Holocaust could occur in Europe today.

Majorities lack basic Holocaust 
knowledge, and at least one-in-
four harbor anti-Semitic views 
about the Holocaust.

Considerable shares believe that 
a leader like Hitler could ascend 
to power again, and most do NOT 
rule out the possibility that 
something like the Holocaust 
could happen today.

In terms of Holocaust perceptions & Neo-Nazism among German adults, we find that:
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KEY FINDINGS



Overarching Takeaway #4: Young People
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Overall, Young People tend to be less aware or concerned about the 
seriousness and dangers of anti-Semitism. Indeed, they are more likely to 

hold anti-Semitic views and be sympathetic to Neo-Nazism.

As many as one-in-five young 
people hold anti-Semitic views 
and they do not observe the 
problem.

Only 62% of Young People 
believe it is NOT acceptable to 
hold neo-Nazi views, and they are 
also less likely than older adults to 
say Nazi slogans and symbols 
should not be allowed.

Looking specifically at Young People, we find that in addition to their tendency for conspiracy theories:
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Findings on Anti-Semitism



Prejudice & Violence Against Jews 
are Growing Problems Today
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% AGREE “PREJUDICE AND VIOLENCE AGAINST 
JEWISH PEOPLE ARE GROWING PROBLEMS TODAY”

Majorities of German adults and Young People agree that 
prejudice and violence against Jews are growing problems in 

their country today.

57%

56%

German Adults

Young People



Jews are at Risk of Racist Violence
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% AGREE “JEWISH PEOPLE ARE AT RISK OF RACIST VIOLENCE”

Majorities of German adults and Young People believe that 
Jewish people are at risk of racist violence.

61%

55%

German Adults

Young People



60%
61%

2019 2021

Jews are at Risk of Racist Violence
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% AGREE “JEWISH PEOPLE ARE AT RISK OF RACIST VIOLENCE”

This figure among all German adults is consistent with our 
previous study from 2019.



Jews are at Risk of Hate Speech
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% AGREE “JEWISH PEOPLE ARE AT RISK OF HATE SPEECH”

61%

54%

German Adults

Young People

Similarly, majorities of German adults and Young People believe 
that Jewish people are at risk of hate speech.



58%

61%

2019 2021

Jews are at Risk of Racist Violence
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% AGREE “JEWISH PEOPLE ARE AT RISK OF HATE SPEECH”

This figure among all German adults has increased from our 2019 
study.
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In order to better-understand the prevalence of anti-Semitic 
beliefs, we probed respondents’ perceptions of the level of 

influence that Jews have in various sectors of society: finance & 
business, the media, conflict & wars, and political affairs.

Ultimately, more than one-in-five adults surveyed believe that 
Jews have too much influence a sector of society and thus, hold 

an inherently anti-Semitic or anti-Jewish view.

Nearly 30% of Young People hold such a view as well.

Prevalence of Anti-Semitic Views
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Roughly 1-in-5 Adults Hold Anti-Semitic Views

Believe that Jews have too much
influence over any one of the following 

sectors of society:
% German Adults % Young People

Finance and business in Germany

21% 29%
Finance and business around the world

Media around the world

Conflict and wars around the world

Political affairs around the world
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In terms of other demographics, Men, AfD Voters, 
Infrequent Voters are more likely 

to hold anti-Semitic views.

Anti-Semitic views tend to be consistent across 
East and West Germany.

Prevalence of Anti-Semitic Views
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Men are Much More Likely to 
Hold Anti-Semitic Views

Believe that Jews have too much
influence over any one of the following 

sectors of society:
% Men % Women

Finance and business in Germany

26% 17%
Finance and business around the world

Media around the world

Conflict and wars around the world

Political affairs around the world
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Anti-Semitic Views Tend to Be Consistent 
by Region of Germany

Believe that Jews have too much
influence over any one of the following 

sectors of society:
% West Germans % East Germans

Finance and business in Germany

22% 21%
Finance and business around the world

Media around the world

Conflict and wars around the world

Political affairs around the world
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Roughly 1-in-5 Adults Hold Anti-Semitic Views

Believe that Jews have too much
influence over any one of the following 

sectors of society:

% All German 
Adults % AfD Voters

Finance and business in Germany

21% 45%
Finance and business around the world

Media around the world

Conflict and wars around the world

Political affairs around the world
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Infrequent Voters are More Likely than 
Frequent Voters to Hold an anti-Semitic View

Believe that Jews have too much
influence over any one of the following 

sectors of society:
% Frequent Voters % Infrequent Voters

Finance and business in Germany

20% 28%
Finance and business around the world

Media around the world

Conflict and wars around the world

Political affairs around the world
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Germans also observe anti-Semitism to be happening more 
frequently rather than less frequently.

They also do not believe anti-Semitism will ever be fully 
eradicated and are increasingly concerned about such 

violence and hate directed at Jews.

To this end, they believe it is important for the government to 
take action on anti-Semitism.

Prevalence of Anti-Semitism



Frequency of Anti-Semitism Increasing
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FREQUENCY OF ANTI-SEMITIC INCIDENTS

34%

15%

German Adults

More frequently

Less frequently

German adults also tend to say that, compared to 15 years ago, 
anti-Semitism is happening more frequently today.



Frequency of Anti-Semitism Increasing
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FREQUENCY OF ANTI-SEMITIC INCIDENTS

20%

31%

Young People

More frequently

Less frequently

Young People, however, are notably less likely to observe the 
problem of anti-Semitism. 
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% SAY “ANTI-SEMITISM AND PREJUDICE AGAINST JEWS 
WILL IT NEVER BE FULLY ERADICATED FROM SOCIETY”

In terms of the future of anti-Semitism and prejudice against Jews 
in society, a majority of German adults and 41% of Young People 

say that anti-Semitism will never be fully eradicated.

The Future of Anti-Semitism

55%

41%

German Adults

Young People



Anti-Semitism Will Never Be Fully Eradicated
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% CONCERNED ABOUT VIOLENCE DIRECTED AT JEWS, 
JEWISH SYMBOLS, AND JEWISH INSTITUTIONS

54%

47%

German Adults

Young People

Roughly one-half of German adults are presently concerned about 
violence directed at Jews, Jewish symbols, and Jewish institutions. 

Young People are less concerned, though.
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This figure among all German adults has increased since 2019.

Concern About Anti-Jewish Violence 

% CONCERNED ABOUT VIOLENCE DIRECTED AT JEWS, 
JEWISH SYMBOLS, AND JEWISH INSTITUTIONS

44%

54%

2019 2021



Importance of Government Taking 
a Role in Combatting Anti-Semitism 
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% SAY THE GOVERNMENT TAKING A ROLE IN 
COMBATTING ANTI-SEMITISM IS IMPORTANT

To that end, over two-thirds of German adults feel it is important for the 
government to take a role in combatting anti-Semitism. Again, Young 

People are less concerned, though.

71%

57%

German Adults

Young People



Covid-19 Conspiracies
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Germans generally and Young People specifically 
have been led to anti-Semitic views by conspiracy 

theories about Covid-19 and related issues. 

Prevalence of Anti-Semitic Views

Further, the 21% of German Adults and 29% of 
Young People who hold Anti-Semitic Views are 

extreme believers of Covid-19 conspiracies, 
including those related to Jews. 



The Virus’ Origins
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% AGREE The Covid-19 pandemic does not have a natural origin 
and is likely to be intentionally manufactured in a laboratory. 

36%

59%

German Adults

Young People



The Virus’ Origins
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66%

76%

Anti-Semitic
German Adults

Anti-Semitic
Young People

% AGREE The Covid-19 pandemic does not have a natural origin 
and is likely to be intentionally manufactured in a laboratory. 



Allegation that the Pandemic was Planned
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% AGREE The Covid-19 pandemic was planned by a group of global 
elites to increase their wealth and power.

23%

43%

German Adults

Young People
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43%

73%

Anti-Semitic
German Adults

Anti-Semitic
Young People

% AGREE The Covid-19 pandemic was planned by a group of global 
elites to increase their wealth and power.

Allegation that the Pandemic was Planned
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% AGREE Although the Covid-19 pandemic caused economic damage to 
many companies, some saw their profits rising. Jewish businesses in 

Germany disproportionately benefitted during the pandemic.

19%

36%

German Adults

Young People

Anti-Semitic Views on the Economic
Impact of the Pandemic
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46%

67%

Anti-Semitic
German Adults

Anti-Semitic
Young People

% AGREE Although the Covid-19 pandemic caused economic damage to 
many companies, some saw their profits rising. Jewish businesses in 

Germany disproportionately benefitted during the pandemic.

Anti-Semitic Views on the Economic
Impact of the Pandemic



Vaccine Access

39

% AGREE Israel not only got the vaccine first, but Jewish people also 
received a more potent version of it, with less side effects than the 

vaccines that are distributed in the rest of the world

17%

33%

German Adults

Young People
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37%

58%

Anti-Semitic
German Adults

Anti-Semitic
Young People

% AGREE Israel not only got the vaccine first, but Jewish people also 
received a more potent version of it, with less side effects than the 

vaccines that are distributed in the rest of the world

Vaccine Access



Unfair Enforcement of Guidelines
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% AGREE Some Covid-19-related regulations like AHAL (Keeping distance, 
hygiene, wearing a mask, ventilating rooms) do not apply to everyone. If 

Jewish people violate these laws, they are often not prosecuted.

13%

24%

German Adults

Young People
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33%

43%

Anti-Semitic
German Adults

Anti-Semitic
Young People

% AGREE Some Covid-19-related regulations like AHAL (Keeping distance, 
hygiene, wearing a mask, ventilating rooms) do not apply to everyone. If 

Jewish people violate these laws, they are often not prosecuted.

Unfair Enforcement of Guidelines



Holocaust Knowledge & 
Neo-Nazism
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% CANNOT ACCURATELY STATE THAT 6 MILLION JEWS WERE KILLED DURING THE HOLOCAUST

Lack of Basic Holocaust Knowledge 
Basic Holocaust knowledge is lacking, as a majority of German adults 
and over 7-in-10 Young People CANNOT correctly identify that 6 million 

Jews were killed during the Holocaust.

60%

71%

German Adults

Young People
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This figure among all German adults has increased since 2019.

% CANNOT ACCURATELY STATE THAT 6 MILLION JEWS 
WERE KILLED DURING THE HOLOCAUST

54%

60%

2019 2021

Lack of Basic Holocaust Knowledge 
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% AGREE “JEWS STILL TALK TOO MUCH ABOUT WHAT 
HAPPENED TO THEM DURING THE HOLOCAUST”

Anti-Semitic Views About the Holocaust 
We found that about 4-in-10 German adults and Young People hold an 

inherently anti-Semitic view about the Holocaust, agreeing that “Jews 
still talk too much about what happened to them during the Holocaust.”

39%

38%

German Adults

Young People



Possibility of Another Adolf Hitler
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% AGREE “SOMEONE LIKE ADOLF HITLER COULD COME 
TO POWER AGAIN IN A WESTERN DEMOCRACY”

About one-half of German adults and Young People agree that a 
leader like Adolf Hitler could ascend to power again in a 

Western democracy.

48%

50%

German Adults

Young People
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% SAY IT IS NOT POSSIBLE THAT SOMETHING LIKE THE HOLOCAUST 
COULD HAPPEN IN OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES TODAY

Possibility of Something Like the 
Holocaust Happening Again Today

To that end, only 2-in-10 German adults and 3-in-10 Young 
People say that something like the Holocaust happening today is 

not possible. 

21%

31%

German Adults

Young People
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% SAY IT IS NOT ACCEPTABLE TO HOLD NEO-NAZI VIEWS

Permissiveness of Neo-Nazism

While three-quarters of German adults say it is not acceptable to hold 
neo-Nazi views, only 62% of Young People say the same. 

75%

62%

German Adults

Young People
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% SAY NAZI SLOGANS AND SYMBOLS SHOULD 
NOT BE ALLOWED

Nazi Slogans & Symbols

Further, only 65% of Young People say Nazi slogans and symbols 
should not be allowed, compared to 79% of all adults.

79%

65%

German Adults

Young People
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