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Halal and Kosher
Avi Hoffmann Brussels

Jewish and Muslim clerics get together to preach tolerance

“I
S THIS KOSHER?” THE
Turkish representative asks the
waiter as he is offered an hors
d’oeuvres prior to dinner. He
explains that for a person who

observes halal (the Muslim dietary code),
kosher food is also permissible. “Most peo-
ple have not heard of halal,” he adds, “but
usually recognize the word kosher.”

This little interlude captures the spirit of the
“Gathering of European Muslim and Jewish
Leaders” held in early December in Brussels,
which brought together some 50 imams and
rabbis from Britain, France, Germany, Italy,
Switzerland and the US. The event was jointly
sponsored by the New York-based Foundation
for Ethnic Understanding (FFEU), the World
Jewish Congress (WJC) and the European
Jewish Congress (EJC).

The aim of the day-long gathering, intended
as the first of many such meetings, was to
improve Muslim-Jewish relations in Europe. In
a statement issued after the encounter, the par-
ticipants urged closer cooperation between the
two communities and steps “to ensure that
Jews and Muslims are able to practice our
respective faiths fully and unimpeded by intru-
sive, discriminatory and unfair governmental
regulations.”

Only the presence of a bulky bodyguard
shadowing Hassen Chalgoumi, the Imam of
Drancy, France, highlighted the fact that the
message of understanding and tolerance is not
universally accepted. Apparently some of his
coreligionists were not appreciative of his con-
ciliatory attitudes and threats to his life had
been made. Chalgoumi’s white taqiyah
(Muslim skullcap) was a sample of the eclectic
headgear seen at the meeting, which ranged
from knitted Jewish skullcaps to a Chabad
black hat, taqiyahs of various hues, as well as
the distinctive headgear of a grand mufti.

The deliberations were led by FFEU head
Rabbi Marc Schneier, who is also a WJC vice
president. “We... must restrain the radicals
within our own ranks and make sure they don’t

gain the upper hand,” stressed Schneier.
During the day, the clerics took a break from

their deliberations and met Herman Van
Rompuy, president of the European Council.
The imams and rabbis petitioned Van Rompuy
to protect their freedom of religion at a time
when some extreme right-wing parties are call-
ing for the banning of certain non-Christian reli-
gious practices, such as circumcision for minors
and kosher and halal butchering of meat. 

Moshe Kantor, president of the EJC, set out
his threefold agenda for fighting intolerance:
Broad educational efforts to promote tolerance,
starting in kindergarten; expansion of research
and efforts to raise awareness of intolerance,
Islamophobia and anti-Semitism; and legisla-
tion and enforcement of laws against racism
and xenophobia. “Current legislation is not
enough,” stressed Kantor. “The law must
become a tool for a more enlightened and uni-
fied Europe where those that foment hate
should receive proper sanction. The EU coun-
tries need to immediately adopt the Framework
Decision on Combating Racism and
Xenophobia,” which is a proposition for laws
and regulations for all member states and stip-
ulates, among other issues, that racist and xeno-

phobic behavior would constitute an offence in
all member states, “punishable by effective,
proportionate and dissuasive penalties.” The
framework decision was accepted in
November 2008 but has yet to be enacted.

When asked by The Jerusalem Report what,
in addition to the efforts in moderate societies
in Western Europe, could be done to combat
radical ideologies, including militant Islam, in
the Middle East and further afield, he advocat-
ed “zero tolerance” for extremism and espe-
cially in response to the threat of nuclear pro-
liferation by Iran.

Astrong showing by the diplomatic corps at
the closing dinner was evidence of the recogni-
tion of the pressing importance to counter reli-
gious intolerance. Some 30 envoys, including
seven from Arab and Muslim countries, attend-
ed. The dinner was preceded by the lighting of
the sixth Hanukka candle by the Imam of
Drancy and it was noted that the event was
being held at the beginning of the new Muslim
year 1432.

And the Turk needn’t have worried – each
table was graced with certificates attesting to the
halal and kashrut compliance of the food and no
alcohol was served – not even kosher wine. •
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ECUMENICAL LIGHT:The Imam of Drancy, Hassen Chalgoumi, lights the sixth Hanukka candle
at the Gathering of European Muslim and Jewish Leaders held on December 6 in Brussels



 

 

UK Imam prays for Carmel Fire victims 

 

Ynet News, Israel 

9 December 2010 

 

Leaders of European Muslim, Jewish communities convene in Brussels to discuss initiative 

for better relations between communities. Delegation meets European Council President 

Herman Van Rompuy 

Photo: Michael Thaidigsmann 

 

Over 50 leaders of Muslim and Jewish communities from across Europe convened in 

Brussels on Monday for the first Gathering of European Muslim and Jewish Leaders to 

discuss initiatives for better relations between the two communities. 

 

At the opening session Imam Dr. Abduljalil Sajid from Britain spoke prayers, in which he 

included the victims of the recent Carmel fire disaster in Israel and the floods in Pakistan. 

 

The meeting is co-organized by the New York-based Foundation for Ethnic Understanding 

(FFEU), the World Jewish Congress (WJC) and the European Jewish Congress (EJC). Earlier 

on Monday, a delegation met with the President of the European Council, Herman Van 

Rompuy, to whom a common statement was presented which calls for closer cooperation 

between the two communities in Europe and steps “to ensure that Jews and Muslims are 

able to practice our respective faiths fully and unimpeded by intrusive, discriminatory and 

unfair governmental regulations.” 

 

The leaders’ declaration urges “cooperative projects to succor the poor and homeless of all 

backgrounds, to help protect new immigrants who are threatened by hatred and 

xenophobia, and to heal the environment, bringing together Muslim and Jewish youth for 

joint programming.” It also denounces all forms of violence in the name of any religion or 

ideology. 



 

 

 

FFEU President and WJC Vice President Rabbi Marc Schneier called the first Brussels 

Gathering of European Muslim and Jewish leaders “a promising beginning.” He stated: 

“Today, we have hopefully kick-started a movement that will spread across Europe. The 

recipe really is quite simple: our two communities must focus more on what unites us than 

what separates us. We also must restrain the radicals within our own ranks and make sure 

they don’t gain the upper hand.” 

  

'Starting at the micro level' 

 

Dr. Moshe Kantor, president of the European Jewish Congress, declared: “I think it is very 

important that Jews and Muslims start talking more with each other, and less about the 

other. Pointing the finger at the other side and accuse it of being the root cause of all evil 

on this planet may be easy and convenient, but most of the time it is wrong – and counter-

productive. 

 

"How are all the disparate nations of Europe going to co-exist if citizens of the same 

country can’t share neighborhoods? We need to start at the micro level to succeed at the 

macro level. We need to pay attention to every level of intolerance, hate and xenophobia.” 

 

Senior representatives of both faiths from Austria, Belgium, Britain, France, Germany, 

Italy, the Netherlands, Switzerland and the United States attended the one-day gathering, 

which concluded with a Diplomatic Dinner attended by numerous ambassadors posted in 

Brussels.  



 

 

Europe's Muslim and Jewish leaders meet, discuss co-operation 

Jewish Chronicle, UK 

8 December 2010 

By Jennifer Lipman 

Participants with EU 

Council President Herman Van Rompuy 

Leaders of Europe’s Jewish and Muslim communities have met in Brussels in an effort to 

encourage greater religious co-operation. Some 50 people from countries including Britain, 

Germany and the Netherlands, as well as the president of the European Council, Herman 

Van Rompuy, attended Monday’s meeting.  

It was organised by the European Jewish Congress (EJC) along with the World Jewish 

Congress and the Foundation for Ethnic Understanding.  

British Muslim representatives included Fiyaz Mughal, the director of Faith Matters and 

Mohamed Zina, co-chair of the Muslim-Jewish Forum.  

After the meeting the groups said in a statement that they would work “to ensure that 

Jews and Muslims are able to practise our respective faiths fully and unimpeded by 

intrusive, discriminatory and unfair governmental regulations.” 

They also called for “co-operative projects to succor the poor and homeless of all 

backgrounds [and] to help protect new immigrants who are threatened by hatred and 

xenophobia.” 

Moshe Kantor, president of the EJC, also said that it was vital for European countries to 

invest more in education and to bolster legislation against hate, racism and xenophobia at 

all levels. 



 

 

He said: “The current legislation is not enough. The law must become a tool for a more 

enlightened and unified Europe where those that ferment hate should receive proper 

sanction.” 

Rabbi Marc Schneier, vice-president of the WJC, added: “Our two communities must focus 

more on what unites us than what separates us.  

“We also must restrain the radicals within our own ranks.” 

At the beginning of the day Imam Abduljalil Sajid, who chairs Britain’s Muslim Council for 

Religious and Racial Harmony, said a prayer for victims of the devastating forest fire in 

Israel, in which 42 people died.  

  



 

 

 

Russell Simmons: Reflections and Hope for Religious Harmony Around the World 

Huffington Post, USA 

7 December 2010  

As the end of the year rapidly approaches, there will be many moments when I step back 

from what I'm doing, reflect on the people who I have been fortunate to surround myself 

with, and take time to reflect on our accomplishments together. I recently had one of those 

moments with my friend and colleague at The Foundation for Ethnic Understanding (FFEU), 

Rabbi Marc Schneier. 

FFEU and Rabbi Schneier were in Brussels, Belgium yesterday bringing together more than 

50 Muslim and Jewish leaders from across the European continent for a round of interfaith 

talks. 

Coordinated in conjunction with the World Jewish Congress and the European Jewish 

Congress, yesterday's gathering included a personal audience with the president of the 

European Council, Herman Van Rompuy. President Van Rompuy endorsed the efforts of the 

Muslim and Jewish leaders to build new bridges of friendship between the two 

communities. 

It is no secret that relations between Jews and Muslims in many European nations are terse 

at best. Among the imams and rabbis present, there were representatives from Austria, 

Belgium, Britain, France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Switzerland and the United 

States in attendance. Some would argue that simply bringing these leaders to the same 

table is an accomplishment in itself. But having them pledge to jointly work together to 

combat Islamophobia and anti-Semitism and to find ways to ensure that all religious 

minorities are able to practice freely, is a feat some would claim to be impossible. But, that 

is exactly what took place yesterday, and I couldn't be prouder of Rabbi Schneier and his 

fellow rabbis and imams who not only took on this challenge but embraced it. 

For years now, I've been intimately involved in cross-cultural and interfaith advocacy with 

Rabbi Schneier. I've watched rabbis and imams join together to combat anti-Semitism and 

Islamophobia. This year alone, more than 100 mosques and 100 synagogues in 22 

countries on four continents performed community service, conducted interfaith services, 

held a virtual conference and shook hands, all committing to work together toward a more 

positive future. 

Rabbi Schneier and I agree. All these events are promising beginnings. From Brussels, 

Rabbi Schneier noted: "We continue to spread the right message across Europe and around 

the world. The Muslim and Jewish communities must focus more on what unites us than 

what separates us, and not allow any extremist to gain the upper hand." 

At the opening session yesterday, Iman Dr. Abduljalil Sajid from Britain offered prayers 

mentioning the victims of the recent forest fire in Israel and flooding in Pakistan.  

No matter what continent we live on, disasters like these provide constant reminders that 

our lives are fragile and our differences are small. 



 

 

I too join the Muslim and Jewish leaders in this prayer, which I believe reminds us of our 

God-given humanity. It is with this sentiment in our hearts that we begin the New Year. 



 

 

Imams, rabbis in Brussels to improve Muslim-Jewish ties 

 

Jerusalem Post, Israel 

7 December 2010 

 

By JONAH MANDEL  

 

“If Jews are being driven out of parts of Europe once again, this does not bode well for the 

future of the continent,” EJC head Kantor says. 

  

BRUSSELS – A delegation of Muslim and Jewish religious leaders from Europe met with 

European Council President Herman Van Rompuy in Brussels on Monday to share their 

initiatives for bettering the relations between the communities, as well as legislation to 

ensure the rights of the religious groups in Europe. 

 

The meeting with the president was part of a daylong gathering of some 50 city and state 

rabbis and imams from Western Europe, brought together for panel discussions on the 

condition, but primarily the future, of relations between Muslims and Jews in Europe, in a 

joint effort by the New York-based Foundation for Ethnic Understanding (FFEU), the World 

Jewish Congress (WJC) and the European Jewish Congress (EJC). 

 

Photo by: Michael Thaidigsmann  

 

EJC head Moshe Kantor stressed in his opening remarks how education was a key element 

in bringing about reconciliation between the groups, and how legislation was key in 

ensuring tolerance toward minority groups. Kantor, who brought The Jerusalem Post to the 

event, reiterated his call for EU countries’ need to immediately adopt the Framework 

Decision on Combating Racism and Xenophobia. 

 

Since the condition of the relations between the faith groups differ from country to country, 

imams and rabbis from the UK, France, Germany and Italy presented, in turn, the key 

issues and action they were taking to face the challenges of their specific communities. 

 

Such challenges are influenced by endless factors, such as the backgrounds of their flocks, 

their socioeconomic standings and the degree of integration into mainstream society. 

 

Later, the participants attended a kosher-halal working lunch with senior officials at the 

European Commission, and met with Van Rompuy, who expressed his support for the 



 

 

group’s efforts and called for a “revolution of moderation” in religious communities in 

Europe. 

 

In a private meeting with Van Rompuy, Kantor expressed his concern over the condition of 

some Jewish communities, such as Malmö, Sweden, where Jews are feeling forced to leave 

the city. 

 

“If Jews are being driven out of parts of Europe once again, this does not bode well for the 

future of the continent,” Kantor, who co-chairs the European Council for Tolerance and 

Reconciliation, told the president. 

 

He also suggested that the EU impose on its members and officials a code of behavior that 

would sanction those who made anti-Semitic and racist remarks. 

 

In addition, Kantor called on the EU to end the freeze on its upgrade in relations with 

Israel. 

 

“If we hope to live in a free and peaceful world, we need to bolster the only democracy in 

the Middle East, especially at a time when its mere presence is challenged,” he said, 

referring to the threats from Iran. 

 

Before the day wrapped up with Hanukka candle-lighting and a dinner with the Brussels 

Diplomatic Corps, the draft of a common statement calling for closer cooperation between 

the two communities in Europe was presented. The statement expressed a wish to put an 

end to “the mutual fear and resentment precipitated in large part by the conflict in the 

Middle East, which all too often in recent years has caused violence between members of 

our two communities.” 

 

This campaign of interfaith dialogue and understanding, the statement continued, “will 

strengthen the forces of moderation in both communities and serve as a check to voices 

preaching extremism and violence, that are a danger to the moderate majorities in both 

communities, and to our efforts to build a united, free and pluralistic future for Europe,” 

while taking steps “to ensure that Jews and Muslims are able to practice our respective 

faiths fully and unimpeded by intrusive, discriminatory and unfair governmental 

regulations.” 

 

It concluded, “We commit ourselves to successfully developing good Muslim-Jewish 

relations in our communities and across Europe, thereby showing our two peoples and the 

larger societies in which we live that Muslims and Jews can live and work together fruitfully 

for the betterment of all.” 

 

FFEU President and WJC Vice President Rabbi Marc Schneier called Monday’s event “a 

promising beginning.” 

 

“Today, we have hopefully kick-started a movement that will spread across Europe,” he 

said. “The recipe really is quite simple: Our two communities must focus more on what 

unites us than what separates us. We also must restrain the radicals within our own ranks 



 

 

and make sure they don’t gain the upper hand.” 

 

Schneier also noted the great importance of the different religious groups expressing 

empathy with one another, noting as a moving example the prayers that Imam Dr. 

Abduljalil Sajid, chairman of the Muslim Council for Religious and Racial Harmony, offered 

in his address for the victims of the recent forest fire in the Carmel. 

 

As one of the participants said, “there is definitely room for hope. Five years ago, a 

meeting such as today’s would never have taken place.” 



 

 

U.K. imam says a prayer for Carmel fire victims at European conference 

 

Haaretz, Israel 

7 December 2010 

 

Over 50 leaders of Jewish and Muslim communities in Europe gather to discuss initiatives 

on improving relations between the communities. 

By Shlomo Shamir 

 

Over 50 leaders of Jewish and Muslim communities in Europe assembled Monday in 

Brussels for a meeting organized by American organizations to discuss initiatives on 

improving relations between the two communities. 

 

As part of the opening ceremony, British imam Abduljalil Sajid said a prayer and mentioned 

the victims of the devastating forest fire in Israel, in which 42 people were killed, and over 

17,000 people were evacuated from their homes. 

 

The event, the first of its kind, was co-organized by New York-based Foundation for Ethnic 

Understanding (FFEU), the World Jewish Congress (WJC) and the European Jewish 

Congress (EJC). 

 

Rabbi Marc Schneier, FFEU President and WJC Vice President, said the meeting was "a 

promising beginning," and stated that he hoped that the movement would spread across 

Europe, adding that the two religious communities "must restrain the radicals within our 

own ranks and make sure they don't gain the upper hand." 

 

President of the European Jewish Congress Moshe Kantor said "Pointing the finger at the 

other side and accuse it of being the root cause of all evil on this planet may be easy and 

convenient, but most of the time it is wrong - and counter-productive." 

 

The leaders also discussed call for cooperation regarding further steps that will ensure that 

Jews and Muslims would be able to practice their religions fully, and to help protect new 

immigrants who are threatened by hatred and xenophobia. 

 

Representatives from the U.S. also attended the European conference. 



 

 

Clerics call for religious freedom in Europe 

Jewish Telegraphic Agency, USA 

6 December 2010 

BERLIN (JTA) -- Jews and Muslims should be free to practice their religions in a united 

Europe, leaders of both faiths said in a statement. The statement was presented Monday in 

Brussels to Herman Van Rompuy, the president of the European Council. 

Fifty clerics petitioned Van Rompuy to protect their freedom of religion at a time when 

some right-populist parties are calling for bans to certain non-Christian religious practices, 

including circumcision for minors and kosher and halal butchering of meat. The statement 

urged that steps be taken to "ensure that Jews and Muslims are able to practice our 

respective faiths fully and unimpeded by intrusive, discriminatory and unfair governmental 

regulations.” 

The meeting of senior clerics from Austria, Belgium, Britain, France, Germany, Italy, the 

Netherlands, Switzerland and the United States was convened in Brussels by the U.S.-

based Foundation for Ethnic Understanding and the World Jewish Congress, and the 

Brussels-based European Jewish Congress. 

British Imam Abduljalil Sajid opened the meeting with a prayer for victims of the recent 

fires in Israel and floods in Pakistan. 

Among the clerics' concerns were protection for new immigrants threatened by hatred and 

xenophobia, and support for programs that would bring together Muslim and Jewish youth. 

They also denounced all forms of violence in the name of any religion or ideology. 

"We ... must restrain the radicals within our own ranks and make sure they don’t gain the 

upper hand,” said Rabbi Marc Schneier, the president of the Foundation for Ethnic 

Understanding and WJC Vice President. He said the main purpose of the meeting was to 

"focus more on what unites us than what separates us." 

"Jews and Muslims [should] start talking more with each other and less about the other," 

said Moshe Kantor, president of the European Jewish Congress. 



 

 

Brussels gathering calls for closer cooperation between Muslims and Jews in 

Europe 

 

European Jewish Press, Belgium 

6 December 2010 

 

by: Maud Swinnen  

 

 
As part of the gathering, a joint delegation met with the president of the European Council, 

Herman Van Rompuy, who supported the efforts undertaken by the group. 

Photo: WJC 

 

BRUSSELS (EJP) -Some 50 European Muslim and Jewish faith leaders, who met for the first 

time Monday in Brussels, urged better protection of religious minorities in Europe and 

vowed to establish closer ties. 

 

In a statement issued after their one-day encounter, they urged closer cooperation 

between the two communities and steps “to ensure that Jews and Muslims are able to 

practice our respective faiths fully and unimpeded by intrusive, discriminatory and unfair 

governmental regulations.” It also urged “cooperative projects to succor the poor and 

homeless of all backgrounds, to help protect new immigrants who are threatened by hatred 

and xenophobia, and to heal the environment, bringing together Muslim and Jewish youth 

for joint programming.” And it denounced all forms of violence in the name of any religion 

or ideology.   

 

Monday’s event was organized by the European Jewish Congress along with the World 

Jewish Congress and the New York-based Foundation for Ethnic Understanding (FFEU). 

Participants came from Austria, Belgium, Britain, France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, 

Switzerland and the United States.  

 

In his speech, European Jewish Congress President Moshe Kantor called on the EU 

countries to immediately adopt the framework decision on combating racism and 

xenophobia. 

 

He outlined what he called the necessary foundations for a more tolerant Europe. “It is vital 

that we invest greater efforts and resources into education, starting at the kindergarten 

level,” he said. He continued: “All of Europe needs to have a common unifier, a starting 



 

 

point which all Europeans can rally around and that should be equality, reconciliation and 

preventing the spread of intolerance.“ 

 

“Above all we need to bolster legislation against hate, racism and xenophobia at all levels. 

The current legislation is not enough. The law must become a tool for a more enlightened 

and unified Europe where those that ferment hate should receive proper sanction.” 

 

As part of the gathering, a joint delegation met with the president of the European Council, 

Herman Van Rompuy, who supported the efforts undertaken by the group. They also held a 

working lunch at the European Commission's Brussels headquarters. "Today, we have 

hopefully kick-started a movement that will spread across Europe," said FFEU President 

and WJC Vice President Rabbi Marc Schneier. 

 

He called the recipe really "quite simple". "Our two communities must focus more on what 

unites us than what separates us. We also must restrain the radicals within our own ranks 

and make sure they don’t gain the upper hand". 



 

 

 

Jewish and Muslim leaders to gather in Brussels to discuss improving relations 

 

European Jewish Press, Belgium 

2 December 2010 

 
Rabbi Marc Schneier: "Fostering good relations between Muslims and Jews in Europe is 

critical if we want to offer the next generation a better future here." 

 

BRUSSELS (EJP)---Over 50 Muslim and Jewish leaders from across Europe are to discuss 

initiatives to improve and deepen the sometimes tense relations between the two 

communities, at a one-day gathering in Brussels on Monday. The meeting is co-organized 

by The Foundation for Ethnic Understanding and the World Jewish Congress (WJC). Rabbi 

Marc Schneier serves as president of the Foundation and as WJC vice president. It is 

sponsored by the European Jewish Fund and the European Jewish Congress (EJC).  

 

Senior representatives of both faiths from Austria, Belgium, Britain, France, Germany, 

Italy, the Netherlands, Switzerland and the United States are expected to attend. The 

initiative is aimed at improving Muslim-Jewish relations by bringing together local lay and 

religious leaders who have already been involved in inter-faith dialogue. The Jewish and 

Muslim leaders will be received at the European Union Commission and European Council 

where a delegation will meet with EU President President Herman Van Rompuy to whom a 

joint declaration will be presented. 

 

"Fostering good relations between Muslims and Jews in Europe is critical if we want to offer 

the next generation a better future here," Rabbi Schneier said, adding: "And let’s not forget 

that these two religious minorities not only face common challenges – in the form of anti-

Semitism and Islamophobia, for example – they are also part of the European fabric of the 

21st century." 

 

"As we showed in America, when people talk with each other, and not just about each 

other, tensions can be reduced and trust built." 

 



 

 

"In spite of our differences, we can do many things together – anywhere in the world. The 

Brussels gathering will jumpstart a movement that must spread," Schneier said. 

 

Also on Monday,  Moshe Kantor, President of the European Jewish Congress, will be 

meeting separately with President Herman Van Rompuy and EU Commission President Jose 

Manuel Barroso, to discuss other issues of concern, including anti-Semitism and Iran. He 

will relate to the EU leaders the unease of the European Jewish community regarding the 

rapidly deteriorating situation of Jews in parts of Europe. "It is becoming increasingly 

impossible to sustain certain Jewish communities, such as Malmo, due to increased threats 

and violence against the Jewish communities," the EJC said. 



 

 

Mehr «Miteinander» zwischen Juden und Moslems in Europa gefordert  

Adventistischer Pressedienst, Switzerland 

8 December 2010  

 

Jüdisch-Muslimische  Delegation bei H. Van Rompuy  © Foto: World Jewish Congress (WJC) 

Rund 50 muslimische und jüdische religiöse Führer aus europäischen Ländern trafen sich 

am 6. Dezember zum ersten Mal in Brüssel und forderten einen besseren Schutz der 

religiösen Minderheiten und versprachen bessere Zusammenarbeit. 

“Es ist entscheidend, dass wir grössere Anstrengungen machen und mehr Mittel in die 

Erziehung investieren. Dazu müssen wir auf dem Kindergartenniveau beginnen“, sagte 

Moshe Kantor, der Präsident des Europäischen Jüdischen Kongresses (EJC). Das sei es, was 

er unter den erforderlichen Fundamenten für ein toleranteres Europas verstehe. 

In einer gemeinsamen Stellungnahme nach Abschluss der eintägigen Konferenz, wurden 

Schritte gefordert „die es Juden und Muslimen ermöglichen, ihren jeweiligen Glauben 

vollumfänglich und ungehindert durch aufdringliche, diskriminierende oder ungerechte 

gesetzliche Bestimmungen zu praktizieren.“ 

Weiter mahnt die Erklärung „gemeinsame Projekte zu Gunsten von Armen und 

Obdachlosen an, ohne Rücksicht auf die Herkunft. Ferner sollen Einwanderer Beistand 

erhalten, die durch Hass und Fremdenfeindlichkeit bedroht werden und muslimische und 

jüdische Jugendliche sollten mit gemeinsamen Programmen zusammengebracht werden.“ 

Im Dokument wird auch jegliche Form von Gewalt im Namen irgendeiner Religion oder 

Ideologie verurteilt. 

Der Präsident des Europäischen Rates, Hermann Van Rompuy, mit dem die gemeinsame 

Delegation von Juden und Muslimen zusammentraf, unterstützt die Anstrengungen der 

beiden Religionsgruppen. 

“Heute haben wir hoffentlich eine Bewegung gestartet, die sich über Europa ausbreiten 

wird”, meinte Rabbi Marc Schneier, der Vizepräsident des Jüdischen Weltkongresses (WJC). 

Das Rezept sei ganz einfach, meinte er: „Unsere beiden Gemeinschaften müssen sich mehr 

auf das konzentrieren, was uns verbindet, als auf das, was uns trennt. Wir müssen auch 

die Radikalen in unseren Reihen zurückhalten und sicherstellen, dass sie nicht die 

Oberhand gewinnen.“ 



 

 

Die Veranstaltung wurde durch den Europäischen Jüdischen Kongress, den Jüdischen 

Weltkongress und der Stiftung für Ethnische Verständigung (FFEU), New York, organisiert. 

Die Teilnehmenden kamen aus Belgien, Deutschland, Frankreich, Grossbritannien, Italien, 

Niederlande, Österreich, der Schweiz und aus den USA. 



 

 

 

Juden und Muslime treffen EU-Ratspräsident Van Rompuy 

Katholische Nachrichtenagentur, Germany 

2 December 2010 

Brüssel (KNA) Jüdische und muslimische Religionsführer aus Europa werden am Montag in 

Brüssel mit EU-Ratspräsident Herman Van Rompuy zusammentreffen. 

Die gemeinsam vom Jüdischen Weltkongress (WJC) und der «Foundation for Ethnic 

Understanding» veranstaltete Tagung solle Möglichkeiten ausloten, die Beziehungen 

zwischen beiden Religionen zu vertiefen, teilte der WJC am Mittwochabend mit.  

Gute Beziehungen zwischen Muslimen und Juden seien entscheidend, wenn die kommende 

Generation eine bessere Zukunft haben solle, so der Stiftungspräsident Rabbi Marc 

Schneier.  Beide religiöse Minderheiten hätten mit den gleichen Herausforderungen zu 

kämpfen, etwa Antisemitismus und Islamfeindlichkeit. Beide gehörten aber auch zur 

europäischen Gesellschaft des 21. Jahrhunderts. 

 

Translation 

Jews and Muslims to meet European Council President Van Rompuy 

Jewish and Muslim religious leaders from across Europe will meet on Monday with 

European Council President Herman Van Rompuy. A gathering jointly organized by the 

World Jewish Congress and the Foundation for Ethnic Understanding wants to explore 

possible ways for closer relations between the two faiths, the WJC said on Monday evening. 

Good relations between Muslims and Jews were critical if future generations are to have a 

better future, Foundation President Rabbi Marc Schneier said. Both religious minorities had 

to fight with the same challenges such as anti-Semitism and Islamophobia, but both were 

also part of the European society of the 21st century. 



 

 

Premier rassemblement européen intercommunautaire 

Guysen Israel News, Israel 

7 December 2010 

Par Diane Fink  

Les responsables religieux juifs et musulmans d'Europe ont inauguré lundi le premier 

rassemblement européen des deux communautés. Ils se sont rencontré à Bruxelles afin de 

discuter d'une meilleure coopération entre eux. 

Plus de cinquante représentants des communautés juives et musulmanes d'Europe se sont 

rencontrés lundi à Bruxelles.  La réunion a été organisée à l'initiative de la Fondation pour 

la compréhension éthique (Fundation For Ethnic Understanding, FFEU) , basée à New York, 

le Congrès Juif mondial et le Congrès Juif Européen. Une délégation a par ailleurs rencontré 

le président de l'Europe, Herman Van Rompuy, qui soutien l'initiative. 

Les représentants ont également discuté d'une déclaration commune appellant à une 

coopération plus étroite entre les communautés. Dans celle ci ils affirmaient que les "deux 

communautés sont à même de pratiquer leur foi respective pleinement et sans entrave 

intrusive, discriminatoire ou injuste par les gouvernements." 

Au cours du rassemblement, ils ont exhorté les projets de coopération visant à secourir les 

pauvres et les sans-abris de tous horizons afin de protéger les nouveaux immigrants qui 

sont menacés par la haine, la xénophobie. Cette coopération a également pour but de 

réunir de jeunes juifs et de jeunes musulmans dans des programmes particuliers pour une 

meilleure compréhension de chacun. Le communiqué dénonce aussi toute forme de 

violence ou de discrimination faite au nom d'une religion ou d'une idéologie. 

Le rassemblement s'est conclu par "diner diplomatique" auquel ont assistés les 

ambassadeurs en poste à Bruxelles.  Selon le président de la FFEU et vice président du 

Congrès Juif Mondial, le rabbin Marc Shneier, c'est "un début prometteur". 

"Nous avons commencé aujourd'hui un mouvement, qui je l'espère, se propagera dans 

toute l'Europe. La recette est simple: nos deux communautés doivent se concentrer 

davantage sur ce qui les unit et pas ce qui les sépare. Nous devons aussi retenir les 

radicaux au sein de nos propres rangs et s'assurer qu'ils ne prennent pas le dessus" a 

déclaré Marc Shneier. 

Le président du Congrès Juif Européen, Moshé Kantor, a pour sa part ajouté "Je pense qu'il 

est très important que les juifs et les musulmans commencent à parler davantage entre 

eux, et non pas les uns sur les autres. Pointer l'autre du doigt et l'accuser de tout le 

malheur du monde peut être commode, mais ce n'est pas la bonne façon de faire - et 

contre productif.  Comment les nations européennes peuvent-elles coexister alors que leurs 

citoyens ne peuvent pas partager un même quartier? Nous devons commencer au plus 

petit niveau pour réussir à grande échelle. Il faut que nous prêtions attention à tous les 

niveaux de l'intolérance, de la xénophobie et de la haine." 

En marge de ce rassemblement, M. Kantor a rencontré personnellement le président 

européen. Il a discuté avec M. Van Rompuy des nombreux sujets le préoccupant, 



 

 

particulièrement de la situation des juifs dans certaines villes. Rappelons qu'à Malmo, les 

juifs sont chassés du village. En réaction aux propos antisémites récemment tenus par des 

responsables européens, M. Kantor a souligné la nécessité de créer des lois au niveau 

européen afin de sanctionner les propos racistes ou antisémites. 

Les représentants sont venus de Grande Bretagne, de France, d'Autriche, d'Allemagne, de 

Belgique, d'Italie, des Pays Bas, de Suisse et des Etats Unis. La rencontre a duré une 

journée. 

G.I.N avec Agences



 

 

 

 

Zaman, Turkey 

8 December 2010 

 

2 ülke arasındaki ilişkilerin "tekrar rayına gireceğinden" emin olduğunu söyledi. 

Avrupalı Müslümanlarla diyalog toplantısı için Brüksel'de bulunan Dünya Yahudi Kongresi 

Başkan Yardımcısı Haham Marc Schneier, İsrail'in Mavi Marmara için özür dileyeceğini 

söyledi. 

 

İsrail ile Türkiye'nin bir aile olduğunu vurgulayan Schneier, "Aile fertlerinin zaman zaman 

bazı konularda anlaşamaması normaldir" derken Yahudilerin ve Türklerin "muhteşem bir 

tarihi" paylaştıklarına dikkat çekti. Brüksel'de Zaman'ın sorularını cevaplandıran dünyanın 

en etkili Musevi kuruluşlarından Dünya Yahudi Kongresi Başkan Yardımcısı Schneier, 

İsviçre'nin Cenevre kentindeki görüşmelerden çok memnun olduğunu ve iki ülke arasındaki 

ilişkilerin "tekrar rayına gireceğinden emin" olduğunu söyledi. 

 

İsrail-Türkiye ilişkilerine yönelik yorumlarını Dünya Yahudi Kongresi başkan yardımcısı 

olarak yapmadığını vurgulayan Schneier, İsrail'in doğruyu yapacağından emin olduğunun 

altını çizerek "özür" meselesinde şöyle konuştu: "Ben İsrail'in özür dileyeceğini 

düşünüyorum ama bir şerhle, o da bu gemide olanların bir tuzak olduğunun belirtilmesi. 

Burada ne Türk hükümetini ne de Türk halkını suçluyorum. Yanlış anlaşılmasın." İsrail'in 

hem özür dilemesi hem de tazminat ödemesi gerektiği kanaatine katıldığını söyleyen 

Schneier, "Ama az önce de söylediğim gibi bunları haham Schneier olarak dile getiriyorum, 

Dünya Yahudi Kongresi başkan yardımcısı olarak değil." ifadelerini kullandı. 

 

Babası Yahudi soykırımından kurtulan haham Schneier, Avrupa'da yükselen İslamofobiye 

ilişkin sert açıklamalar yaptı. Müslümanları "Avrupa'nın yeni Yahudileri" olarak nitelendiren 

Schneier, sözlerini şöyle sürdürdü: "Yahudiler yüzyıllarca Avrupa'nın en çok sevdiği günah 

keçisiydi. Şimdi Müslümanlar günah keçisi oluyor ya da şöyle diyelim, günah keçiliğini 

Müslümanlarla paylaşmaya başladık." Müslümanların bugün Avrupa'da kendilerini "iyi 

hissetmediklerine" işaret eden Schneier, "Eğer durum buysa Müslümanların haklarına sahip 

'İsrail özür dileyecek' 

http://www.samanyoluhaber.com/T%C3%BCrkiye-haberleri.html


 

 

çıkmak Yahudiler için bir mesuliyettir." yorumunu yaptı. Etnik Anlayış Vakfı kurucusu da 

olan Schneier, "Müslümanlar şiddete maruz kaldığı durumlarda Yahudi cemaati sıfır tolerans 

gösterecektir. Müslümanlara yönelik ırkçı saldırılar söz konusu olduğunda bu bizim de yani 

Yahudilerin de mücadelesidir. Bu mücadelede Müslümanlarla omuz omuza mücadele 

edeceğiz."  

 

Summary translation 

'Israel will apologize' 

Rabbi Schneier: Relations between the two countries "will eventually be back repaired” 

Dialogue meeting in Brussels for European Muslims and Vice President of World Jewish 

Congress, Rabbi Marc Schneier, said he thinks there will be an apology for Israel's raid of 

the Marmara ship. Schneier pointed out that "family members on some issues from time to 

time quarrel." Jews and Turks, had had "a magnificent historic," he noted. Schneier 

answered questions of Zaman’s correspondent in Brussels. He is vice-president of one of 

the world's most influential Jewish organizations, the World Jewish Congress. Of the talks 

in Geneva, Switzerland, between Turkey and Israel Schneier said he was very satisfied.  

Not speaking in his capacity as vice-president of the World Jewish Congress, Schneier 

expressed his personal opinion that Israel would do the right thing and apologize for the 

flotilla raid. He said: "I think this ship was a trap. It’s not the Turkish government or the 

Turkish people that are to blame for this incident. "  

The son of Holocaust survivor Rabbi Arthur Schneier, he made harsh comments on the 

rising Islamophobia in Europe. Muslims were "the new Jews of Europe” in that they had 

become the favourite scapegoats.  Schneier is also the founder of the Foundation for Ethnic 

Understanding, "Muslims will show zero tolerance for violence against the Jewish 

community. When it comes to racist attacks against Muslims Jews will speak out. This is 

the fight we will fight, shoulder to shoulder with the Muslims." 



 

 

 

Rabbi Evers: Ik ga als orthodoxe jood niet emigreren 

Reformatorisch Dagblad, Netherlands 

7 December 2010 

Gisterenmiddag zaten we in Brussel met een stevige Europese delegatie rabbijnen en 

imams bij EU-president Herman Van Rompuy onder leiding van de Amerikaanse rabbijn 

Marc Schneier te praten over het ”vijanddenken”. Van Rompuy keek de Nederlandse 

delegatie bij dit woord indringend aan. Rabbi Schneier hield Van Rompuy voor dat hij altijd 

gedacht had, dat het ”heb uw naaste lief gelijk uzelf” het belangrijkste Bijbelse gebod was. 

Maar hij kwam tot de ontdekking dat ”u zult de vreemdeling liefhebben” maar liefst 37 keer 

voorkwam in de Bijbel en dus zeker ook belangrijk is. 

Van Rompuy hoopt dat de „revolutie van de gematigden” het extremisme zal uitbannen uit 

Europa. Schneier riep uit dat wij, de rabbijnen en de imams, de soldaten van deze EU-

revolutie zouden zijn. Van Rompuy bleef sceptisch, maar hoopvol. Hij was zojuist in het 

voormalig Joegoslavië geweest en had daar geconstateerd dat zeer velen lid van de EU 

willen worden. Dit was de weg naar de vrede, saamhorigheid en solidariteit. 

Grootmoefti Cervic van Bosnië hield Van Rompuy voor dat hij hoopte dat de moslims in 

Europa in plaats van de gasten langzamerhand de gastheren zouden worden. In Brussel zal 

in 2020 een moslimmeerderheid zijn. 

Professor Julien Klener, voorzitter van het Belgische jodendom, voerde ook het woord. Hij 

had zelfs in de Belgische media vernomen van de uitspraak van Frits Bolkestein: „Joden, 

emigreer.” Klener begreep wat Bolkestein bedoelde. De toestand is zonder meer zorgelijk. 

Volgens mijn moeder, die ”alles” heeft meegemaakt, is het huidige antisemitisme virulenter 

dan dat aan het begin van de Tweede Wereldoorlog. Maar emigreren is vluchten. We 

kunnen beter de problemen aanpakken. 

Zo is het van belang dat de haatprediking van verschillende buitenlandse zenders in 

Nederland verboden wordt. Dat deze in het buitenland geproduceerd wordt, doet daar niet 

aan af. Sommige buitenlandse zenders worden ten onrechte gezien als nieuwszenders, 

maar zijn in feite niets anders dan propaganda. Deze zenders zetten vaak aan tot haat en 

moeten met de wet bestreden worden. Antizionisme en antisemitisme gaan vaak hand en 

hand. 

Grootmoefti Cervic hield ons voor dat liefde in het hart zit en niet met de wet kan worden 

afgedwongen. Daar heeft hij gelijk in, maar dat betekent zeker niet dat de overheden geen 

taak hebben. De traditionele taak van de overheid is altijd al geweest om burgers te 

beschermen tegen elkaar en tegen een buitenlandse mogendheid. 

De oproep van Bolkestein heeft veel emoties losgemaakt. Het aantal antisemitische 

incidenten stijgt. En dat is verontrustend. Bolkestein heeft weer eens de vinger op de zere 

plek gelegd. Maar ik ga niet emigreren. Ik ga de wortels van het antisemitisme blootleggen 

en kijken hoe we daar met z’n allen tegen kunnen optreden. 

 



 

 

De auteur is rabbijn van het Nederlands-Israëlitisch Kerkgenootschap. 

 

Summary translation 

Yesterday afternoon we were in Brussels with a strong European delegation of rabbis and 

imams to meet with EU President Herman Van Rompuy. It was led by Rabbi Marc Schneier. 

Rabbi Schneier told Van Rompuy that he had always thought of "love your neighbor as you 

love yourself" the most important biblical commandment. But he found out that "love the 

stranger" came up 37 times in the Bible and certainly was equally also important. Van 

Rompuy expressed hope that a “revolution by the moderates" will eliminate extremism in 

Europe. Schneier said that we, the rabbis and imams, the foot soldiers of the EU, would be 

the revolution. Van Rompuy remained skeptical, but hopeful. He had just been in the 

former Yugoslavia and had found that many there want to be in the EU. This was the path 

to peace, unity and solidarity. 

 



 

 

Leader musulmani ed ebrei d'Europa si incontrano con il Presidente del Consiglio 

Europeo  

Minareti.it, Italy 

7 December 2010 

A Bruxelles riuniti ieri oltre 50 leader musulmani ed ebrei per il Congresso delle Guide 

Ebraiche e Islamiche Europee organizzato dalla Foundation for Ethnic Understanding. 

Dall'Italia ha partecipato il vice presidente della Coreis, Yahya Pallavicini.  

di Redazione 

La FFEU (Foundation For Ethnic Understanding) è stata l’organizzazione promotrice del 

Congresso delle Guide Ebraiche e Islamiche Europee (Gathering of European Muslim and 

Jewish Leaders), avuto luogo ieri lunedì 6 dicembre a Bruxelles, e che ha visto riuniti più di 

50 leader di entrambe le comunità. L’obiettivo, come anticipato dal Rabbino Marc Schneier, 

presidente della Ffeu e vice presidente del World Jewish Committe, prima dell’inizio 

dell’incontro, era quello di stringere maggiormente i rapporti fra musulmani ed ebrei in 

Europa per preparare un terreno migliore per le generazioni successive. In quest’ottica, i 

partecipanti al Congresso hanno discusso ieri con il Presidente del Consiglio Europeo 

Herman Van Rompuy. 

I leader religiosi presenti all’incontro sono arrivati da varie nazioni e associazioni. Fra di 

loro ricordiamo Rav Livingstone (Presidente della Fondazione Figli di Abramo), l'Imam Abd 

al-Jalil Sajid (Responsabile nel Regno Unito della Commissione per l'Armonia Religiosa), 

Rav Serfaty (Responsabile in Francia dell'Associazione di Amicizia Gudeo-Musulmana), 

l'Imam Fatih Sahan (Responsabile in Germania del Sindacato Turco-Islamico), Rav Joseph 

Levi (Rabbino Capo di Firenze), Rav Guedj (Rabbino di Ginevra), Salah Echallaoui 

(Portavoce del Consiglio Europeo dei Saggi Musulmani), Rav Albert Guigui (Gran Rabbino 

del Belgio), Moshe Kantor (Presidente del Congresso Ebraico Europeo), il Mufti Mustafa 

Ceric dalla Bosnia-Herzegovina, Rav Marc Schneier (Presidente della Fondazione per la 

Comprensione Etnica – FFEU) dagli Stati Uniti, Muzammil Siddiqi (Presidente del Consiglio 

per il Fiqh del Nord America), Rav Soetendorp dall'Olanda, Anas Schakfeh (Presidente della 

Comunità Islamica in Austria). 

Dall’Italia ha partecipato come relatore il vice presidente della COREIS (Comunità Religiosa 

Islamica) Italiana Yahya Pallavicini, nominato portavoce della delegazione di musulmani 

europei nell'incontro con il Presidente del Consiglio Europeo Van Rompuy. 

Nella relazione di Pallavicini si legge: “In questa settimana la comunità ebraica conclude gli 

otto giorni di Hanukkah, la Festa delle Luci, mentre proprio domani i musulmani celebrano 

l'inizio del nuovo anno islamico”. 

“Non abbiamo mai creduto nello scontro di civiltà, nè nella guerra tra le religioni, poichè il 

conflitto è la drammatica conseguenza dell'ignoranza e dell'arroganza, e soltanto attraverso 

un paziente lavoro di educazione possiamo superare i pregiudizi e le strumentalizzazioni del 

sacro. Non vi è dissonanza alcuna tra la nostra identità religiosa e la nostra responsabilità 

di cittadini europei musulmani. Per questo stiamo lavorando con le nuove generazioni e con 

gli immigrati di fede islamica per evitare fenomeni di radicalizzazione o ghettizzazione”. 



 

 

“Propongo di costituire un Comitato Scientifico di cittadini europei ebrei, cristiani e 

musulmani che lavorino con il Consiglio d'Europa per promuovere dibattiti, seminari, 

incontri interreligiosi e interculturali in collaborazione con Università europee e associazioni 

culturali”, conclude il Vice Presidente della COREIS Yahya Pallavicini, “con particolare 

attenzione alle istanze della famiglia e della gioventù, della cittadinanza inclusiva e del 

pluralismo religioso, della libertà di culto e del rispetto dei simboli sacri nello spazio 

pubblico. Il nostro auspicio è che la benedizione della spiritualità e la saggezza sacra delle 

religioni possa essere riconosciuta e rispettata nel suo nobile contributo allo sviluppo della 

società europea”. 

La giornata di incontro e confronto è cominciata con un momento di preghiera per la pace 

in Medio Oriente, seguito da una prima sessione sul tema delle “Esperienze condivise”, con 

la presentazione delle relazioni tra musulmani ed ebrei nei Paesi europei e degli sforzi per 

stabilire basi di comprensione, amicizia e fiducia reciproca. A seguire l'incontro con il 

Presidente della Commissione Europea Josè Manuel Barroso e quello, dopo pranzo, con il 

Presidente del Consiglio Europeo Herman Van Rompuy. Una seconda sessione è andata a 

toccare il tema della “Comunicazione e cooperazione”. La giornata si è infine conclusa 

discutendo di “Cooperazione futura” e mettendo a punto progetti di cooperazione per il 

prossimo anno tra ebrei e musulmani. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Incontro a Bruxelles tra rappresentanze di ebrei e musulmani d’Europa 

Radio Vaticana (Italian service), Vatican City 

3 December 2010 

Migliorare le relazioni tra ebrei e musulmani mettendo insieme leader locali, laici e religiosi, 

già coinvolti nel dialogo interreligioso: è quello che si farà lunedì 6 dicembre a Bruxelles, 

dove, su iniziativa congiunta della “Foundation for ethnic under standing” e della “World 

Jewish Congress”, si riuniranno 50 leader delle comunità islamiche ed ebraiche d’Europa. 

L’agenzia Sir riferisce che ci sarà anche un momento d’incontro con il presidente del 

Consiglio europeo, Herman Van Rompuy, al quale i partecipanti consegneranno una 

dichiarazione congiunta.  

All’incontro parteciperanno alti rappresentanti di entrambe le fedi che provengono da 

Austria, Belgio, Gran Bretagna, Francia, Germania, Italia, Paesi Bassi, Svizzera e Stati 

Uniti. “Accompagnare le buone relazioni tra musulmani ed ebrei in Europa è fondamentale 

se vogliamo offrire alla prossima generazione un futuro migliore”, ha commentato il rabbino 

Marc Schneier. (R.B.) 

 

 


