'Jewish refugees contradict Palestinian revisionism'
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By JEREMY SHARON

We will not be silent until issue receives international attention, says Deputy FM Ayalon at refugee symposium.
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Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon on Monday called for the recognition of the rights of Jewish refugees from Arab countries for the purpose of justice and to counter the “Arab narrative” of the Israeli- Arab conflict.

Ayalon was speaking in Jerusalem at the “Justice for Jewish refugees from Arab countries” symposium, put on jointly by the Foreign Ministry, the Ministry for Senior Citizens and the World Jewish Congress (WJC) as part of a broad diplomatic campaign to bring the issue to international attention.

In a video message to the conference, Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu said his government was “fully committed to ensuring Jewish refugees are not forgotten.”

According to Foreign Ministry figures, approximately 850,000 Jews from Arab states across the Middle East fled their native countries following the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948 due to state-sponsored persecution. Most were forced to abandon their property and possessions.

A declaration by the two ministries and the WJC was released at the conclusion of the symposium, calling on the UN to place the issue of Jewish refugees on the agenda of the United Nations and its affiliated forums.

“We will not be silent and we will not give up until Jewish refugees from Arab countries receive international recognition from the international community and the Arab League,” Ayalon said.

As part of the campaign to put the issue on the international agenda, the Foreign Ministry has instructed Israeli embassies around the world, including at the UN in Geneva and New York, to raise the matter in all official government meetings and with parliamentarians.

“Jewish refugees from Arab lands deserve to have their story told, their history known, their rights recognized and the justice of their cause accepted,” Ayalon continued, “not just for the sake of memory, but to stand in opposition to the Arab narrative, which has been allowed to stand uncontested for too long.” The deputy foreign minister added that “the extreme and babbling responses” of Palestinian officials on the matter shows “they have no answer to this issue except to say that it simply doesn’t exist,” but that the facts “belie the Palestinian attempts at historic revisionism.”

Earlier this month, Hanan Ashrawi, a prominent member of the PLO Executive Committee and a member of the Palestinian Legislative Council, rejected the assertion that Jews left Arab countries because of persecution.

“[The] claim that Jews who migrated to Israel, which is supposed to be their homeland, are ‘refugees’ who were uprooted from their homelands... is a form of deception and delusion.... If Israel is their homeland, then they are not ‘refugees’; they are emigrants who returned either voluntarily or due to a political decision.”

Ashrawi added that Jews from Arab countries left “in accordance with a forethought plan by the Jewish Agency to bring Jews from all around the world to build the State of Israel.”

Also present at the symposium was US Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-NY), who proposed and helped pass legislation in the House of Representatives in 2008 recognizing as refugees Jews who fled Arab countries.

Nadler said it is wrong to recognize and deal with the rights and plight of Palestinian refugees, and not Jewish refugees.

Speaking to The Jerusalem Post, Canadian MP and former minister of justice Irwin Cotler insisted that Israel-Palestinian negotiations were the correct forum within which to discuss the issue of Jewish refugees from Arab countries.

“It was both the Palestinian leadership as well as the broader Arab leadership which rejected having a Jewish state alongside a separate Palestinian state, that launched a war against the nascent State of Israel, and this ‘double rejectionism’ of the Palestinian and Arab leadership persists today,” Cotler said.

He added that this “double rejectionism” had to be seen in the context of a “double aggression” in which Arab leaders attacked the State of Israel but also “turned on their own Jewish nationals living in Arab countries,” and that today’s Arab leadership must acknowledge its role in the “double rejectionism” and “double aggression,” and that the Palestinian leadership “cannot connive in that rejectionism and aggression.”

Cotler also said that the wording of UN Security Council Resolution 242, that “a just settlement of the refugee problem” be found, was designed specifically to refer to both Jewish and Arab refugees, and that the resolution was accepted by the Palestinians as the basis for negotiations.

http://www.jpost.com/DiplomacyAndPolitics/Article.aspx?id=284598 

EDITORIAL - Refugees and peace

Jerusalem Post, Israel
11 September 2012

Only when the Palestinian people acknowledge their own and the Arab nations’ complicity in their own displacement, as well as the displacement of hundreds of thousands of Jewish refugees, will true, lasting peace be attainable.

‘Palestinians” are the first people to come to mind when the word “refugee” is uttered in a Middle East context. And Palestinians have paid dearly to reinforce this misconception. Largely dispossessed by their fellow Arabs, Palestinians have lived as second-class citizens in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and elsewhere in the region. Palestinians’ dismal treatment by their Arab brethren is undoubtedly due in part to strongly held prejudices and exclusionary nationalist loyalties.

But the perpetuation of the Palestinian “refugee” problem has also served as a means of undermining the legitimacy of Israel, as if it was the Jewish state – not extremist, uncompromising and sorrowfully incompetent Palestinian leadership – which was responsible for the flight of Palestinians from Palestine after the failed attempt to violently snuff out the State of Israel at conception.

In reality, however, there was at least one additional population movement in the region around the same time. Since the 1948 War of Independence, during which the fledgling Jewish state successfully repulsed both Palestinian militias and the combined armies of the neighboring Arab states, about 850,000 Jews were displaced from Arab countries – more than about 700,000 Palestinians estimated to have left Palestine in the wake of the war.

Frustrated by their defeat on the battlefield and incensed at the supreme chutzpah of the Jews daring to establish a state of their own, Arabs across the region lashed out at easier prey.

Some of the most ancient Jewish communities in the world, such as the one in Iraq dating back to the Babylonian exile in the 6th century BCE, were emptied of Jews.

In short, the nightmare of dispossession is not unique to the Palestinians.

In recent years, a concerted effort has been launched to raise international consciousness of the hundreds of thousands of Jews who saw their businesses, homes and savings confiscated, never to be returned.

In 2008, Justice for Jews from Arab Countries was instrumental in obtaining a US House of Representatives resolution recognizing the need to resolve “all outstanding issues relating to the legitimate rights of all refugees, including Jews, Christians and other populations displaced from countries in the Middle East” as part of a “credible and enduring” Middle East peace agreement.

And in the same year, Sidney Zabludoff, a former CIA and Treasury official and a Holocaust restitution expert, published the first methodical calculation of the amount lost by Jews who fled, or were expelled from, Arab countries. He estimated that Jews’ losses amounted to $6 billion, while Palestinians’ losses were $3.9b.

In April, Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon announced that his ministry would put the issue of Jewish refugees at the top its agenda, marking a sea change in traditional diplomatic policy. Ayalon received backing from the Prime Minister’s Office.

At the beginning of August, a bipartisan group of six Congress members said they would sponsor a bill that would ensure recognition of the plight of Jewish refugees.

And this week in Jerusalem an international conference entitled “Justice for Jewish Refugees from Arab Countries” is being hosted by the World Jewish Congress, the Foreign Ministry and the Senior Citizens Ministry. Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu addressed the conference via video.

In the past, Israel has balked at raising the topic of Jewish refugees. Part of the reason has to do with Jews’ tendency to move on instead of dwelling on past setbacks and self-victimization. Indeed, both Holocaust survivors and Jewish refugees largely set aside past traumas and confronted the task at hand: The building of a Jewish state.

But the time has come to raise consciousness – not, as Columbia University’s Edward Said professor of Arab studies Rashid Khalidi has claimed, as a part of an “insidious” plot to “cancel out the debt of Israel toward Palestinian refugees.”

Rather, recognition of certain historical facts and the scrapping of distorted narratives can be a form of therapy, a way of attaining true reconciliation between Israelis and Palestinians. Only when the Palestinian people acknowledge their own and the Arab nations’ complicity in their own displacement, as well as the displacement of hundreds of thousands of Jewish refugees, will true, lasting peace be attainable.

Dan Diker: Jewish refugees are a ‘core’ peace process issue

Times of Israel, Israel
11 September 2012




Dan Diker is the secretary general of the World Jewish Congress
It may come as a surprise to some observers that the saga ofJewish refugees exiled from Arab countries has been reinvigoratedin Arab-Israeli diplomacy. Why are Jewish voices being raised now?

Clearly, after 64 years, the time has come to achieve historic justice for Jewish refugees. Moreover, the still-unsolved problem has an important diplomatic application. Since the ill-fated Oslo peace process, the “refugee issue”– a core issue in the conflict between the PLO leadership and Israel — has been dominated by the Palestinian leadership’s claims on behalf of some 680,000 Arab refugees, who fled the fighting during the multi-front wars launched by Israel’s Arab neighbors to destroy the fledgling nation-state of the Jewish people in 1947-48 and in 1967.

Regretfully, the Palestinian leadership’s branding of the Palestinian refugees as the indigenous and sole aggrieved party has come to reinforce a fictitious yet cogent narrative that Iran’s Ayatollah Khamenei promoted at the recent conference of non-aligned countries hosted in Tehran. Referring to Israel, he said:

An independent country with a clear historical identity called Palestine has been taken away from its people through the use of weapons, killing and deception and has been given to a group of people the majority of whom are immigrants from European countries.

This politically charged and distorted Palestinian narrative has overshadowed the parallel narrative and fundamental rights of some 860,000 Jews of Middle Eastern and North African descent who were murdered, assaulted, robbed and forcibly exiled from Arab countries between 1948 and 1976. Two thirds of these Jewish exiles ended up in Israel, and one third in countries around the world. Today their descendants constitute a majority of Israel’s population.



Jewish refugees en route to Israel from Yemen in 1949

Israeli and Jewish leaders may have been remiss in failing to assert Jewish refugee rights more prominently in the past. Today, however, the Israeli government’s initiative, led by Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon and Deputy Minister Leah Ness, is seeking “Justice for Jewish Refugees from Arab countries.” While the United Nations has also failed to specifically recognize a fair symmetry of claims, Jewish refugee rights have remained protected.
The past 45 years of Arab-Israeli peace diplomacy have been rooted in the recognition of mutual rights and claims of Israel and its Arab neighbors, sanctioned by United Nations resolutions in the immediate aftermath of the 1967 Six Day War. Rights of refugees, both Palestinian Arab and Jewish, who had lost their homes and property — the former in what became the State of Israel and the latter in Arab countries during and following the Arab-Israeli wars of 1948 and 1967 — were equally protected by United Nations Security Council Resolution 242 of November 1967 that called for “achieving a just settlement to the refugee problem”.

Ensuing peace processes, starting with the 1978 Camp David Accords, which committed Israel and Egypt to “a prompt, just, and permanent resolution of the implementation of the refugee problem,” also established the legal framework to resolve the matter. Similarly, the Madrid Peace Conference, the Oslo Accords, the Jordanian-Israeli treaty of peace and the Quartet-sponsored Road Map also refer to “resolving the refugee issue” without qualification. This intended general language protects the mutuality of legally and diplomatically sanctioned Palestinian Arab and Jewish refugee rights that today still define the context of final-status core peace issues, alongside future borders, security, settlements, and Jerusalem.

Former US president Bill Clinton specifically referred to the establishment of an international fund to address both sets of refugees immediately after the 2000 Camp David summit. He said:

There is I think some interest, interestingly enough on both sides, in also having a fund that compensates the Israelis who were made refugees by the war which occurred after the birth of the State of Israel. Israel is full of Jewish people who lived in predominantly Arab countries who came to Israel because they were made refugees in their own land.
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Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon speaks at the ‘Justice for Jewish Refugees from Arab Countries’ conference in Jerusalem (photo credit: Oren Nahshon/Flash90)

Former EU Middle East envoy Miguel Moratinos echoed Clinton’s comments during the Taba peace negotiations in 2001, noting regarding the refugee issue that ”both sides agreed to  the establishment of an international commission and an international fund as a mechanism for dealing with compensation in all of its aspects.”

The United States House of Representatives went even further than Clinton and Moratinos in passing legislation in 2008 that resolved “for any comprehensive Middle East peace agreement to be credible and enduring, the [peace] agreement must address and resolve all outstanding issues relating to the legitimate rights of all refugees, including Jews, Christians, and other populations, displaced from countries in the Middle East.”

Raising the Jewish refugee issue at this time may help solve what has been a seemingly intractable stumbling block to progress in the peace process. While the Palestinians refuse to negotiate with Israel, the international community can still act in order to resolve the refugee issue due to precedents in international agreements and international law. The immediate establishment of a “super fund” to compensate both sets of refugees can realistically eliminate one of the peace process’s core issues even before all others are resolved around the peace table, and perhaps lead to renewed negotiations.
http://blogs.timesofisrael.com/jewish-refugees-are-a-core-peace-process-issue/ 
In bid to counter Palestinian efforts, Israeli diplomats told to raise issue of Jewish refugees 

Haaretz, Israel
11 September 2012

New Foreign Ministry campaign 'I am a Refugee,' was unveiled last week, with Deputy FM Daniel Ayalon urging Jewish refugees from Arab countries and their descendants to upload materials documenting their personal stories on the internet. 

	
	
	


[image: image4.jpg]U'79 "IN

YUl [ S




A screen grab from the Facebook page promoting the Foreign Ministry's campaign. 
By Judy Maltz 
Israeli diplomats and representatives abroad have been instructed to raise the issue of Jewish refugees from Arab countries at every relevant forum. This is part of a new international campaign to create parity between the plight of Jewish and Palestinian refugees, Deputy Foreign Minister Daniel Ayalon announced on Monday 

"This is the latest phase in our new initiative," Ayalon told participants at an international conference in Jerusalem convened to discuss ways of raising awareness, both in Israel and abroad, of the suffering of Jews from Middle Eastern countries, many of whom were forced to leave their homes between 1948 and 1952 following the establishment of the Jewish state. 

According to figures presented at the conference, around 856,000 Jews in Arab countries were displaced following the establishment of Israel. That compares with around 726,000 Palestinians. Many also had their assets seized and nationalized. 

"We are especially interested in getting our message through to organizations associated with the UN," Ayalon said. 

The campaign, called "I am a Refugee," was unveiled last week, with Ayalon
urging Jewish refugees from Arab countries and their descendants to upload
materials documenting their personal stories on Facebook and other Internet
sites. Ayalon himself is the son of a Jewish refugee from Algeria. 

He told the conference that in the next phase of the campaign, during his visit to New York in two weeks, he intends to call on UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to include the issue on the international organization's agenda. 

Participants at the Jerusalem conference on "Justice for Jewish Refugees from Arab Countries" included international jurists and parliamentarians, heads of organizations representing Jews from Arab countries, and quite a few refugees from Arab countries, who shared their personal stories of persecution. The event was co-sponsored by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the World Jewish Congress and the Pensioner Affairs Ministry. 

Prof. Irwin Cotler, formerly the justice minister of Canada and currently a member of the Canadian parliament, said that to date the Palestinians have succeeded in perpetrating a "false and dishonest narrative that only one group of people was displaced in the war of 1948 and that was because of ethnic cleansing by the Jews." 

Cotler, a leading international human rights lawyer, laid out a plan for rectifying what he called "this historic injustice," which he said had become an obstacle to peace. 

"Where there is injustice, there will be no correction," said Cotler. "Where there is no correction, there will be no reconciliation. Where there is no reconciliation, there won't be true peace. Justice for Jewish refugees is the core of the collective effort to put the truth out there in order for peace to be achieved." 

Cotler's plan includes requiring Arab countries to acknowledge their responsibility in creating two groups of refugees, Arab and Jewish; including reference to Jewish refugees in all upcoming peace initiatives; educating Jewish children in Israel and abroad about the plight of Jewish refugees from Arab countries; and stripping UNRWA of its jurisdiction over the Palestinian refugees. 

Dr. Stanley Urman, the executive director of Justice for Jews from Arab Countries, noted that Jewish refugees lost property worth $700 million (around $6 billion in today's terms ), while Palestinian refugees lost property worth about $450 million (around $3.9 billion in today's terms ). Since 1950, he said, Palestinian refugees have received $13.7 billion in U.N. funding, whereas Jewish refugees have received just $35,000. 

Several of the speakers noted that the suffering of Jews from Arab countries has not only gone unaddressed in the international community, where it has been overshadowed by the plight of Palestinian refugees, but in Israel as well, where it has been overshadowed by the greater tragedy of the Holocaust. 

To illustrate the extent of ignorance about the history of these Jews, U.S. Congressman Jerrold Nadler, a Democrat from New York who has spearheaded several initiatives to equate the status of Jewish refugees from Arab countries with that of Palestinian refugees, shared his experience at Ben-Gurion Airport the other day. 

"The security guard at the airport asked me what I was doing here, and I told her I was going to a conference. She asked me what conference, and I told her a conference on Jewish refugees from Arab countries. 'What?' she asked me. 'There are Jewish refugees from Arab countries?'" 

http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/in-bid-to-counter-palestinian-efforts-israeli-diplomats-told-to-raise-issue-of-jewish-refugees.premium-1.464129 
Netanyahu denounces Arab world’s ‘neglect’ of refugees, claims they’ve been used ‘as a battering ram against Israel’

European Jewish Press, Belgium
11 September 2012

by: Shari Ryness 
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The “I am a Refugee” campaign was launched last week by Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon (picture), in effort to highlight the little-known 856,000 displaced Jews in Arab countries on the creation of the State of Israel, in comparison to the much publicised 726,000 Palestinians similarly affected.

JERUSALEM (EJP) --- Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu hit back at the Arab world’s treatment of its own refugees as he surged ahead with a government-led campaign to raise awareness of the plight of Jewish refugees from Arab countries.
In a filmed address Monday to delegates of the “Justice for Jewish Refugees from Arab Countries” conference in Jerusalem, which was co-hosted by the World Jewish Congress (WJC), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry for Senior Citizens, Netanyahu said that in contrast to Muslim countries who had neglected its refugees and used them as a propaganda tool to criticise the Jewish State, "Israel who was just born as a nation-state, has managed to absorb and resettle the Jewish refugees from Arab countries and turn them into productive citizens."
The “I am a Refugee” campaign was launched last week by Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon, in an effort to highlight the little-known 856,000 displaced Jews in Arab countries on the creation of the State of Israel, in comparison to the much publicised 726,000 Palestinians similarly affected.
The move is thought to be an initiative aimed at staving off the potential damage to Israel’s reputation caused by the Palestinian Authority (PA)’s appeal for non-member status at the UN later this month.
The figures encapsulate Jews who fled Middle Eastern and North African countries around the time of Israel’s establishment, many of whom sought refuge in the newly-formed Jewish State.
Admitting he was “interested in getting our message through to organisations associated with the UN” at the Jerusalem conference, Ayalon added that he would himself be travelling to New York for its General Assembly in two weeks to lobby UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to add the issue to the organisation’s agenda.
Another keynote speaker at the conference, whose participants included international parliamentarians, heads of Jewish organisations from Arab countries and refugees themselves, was noted pro-Israel Canadian MP Irwin Cotler, who described the Palestinian presentation of persecution and displacement by the Israeli State as a "false and dishonest narrative that only one group of people was displaced in the war of 1948 and that was because of the ethnic cleansing by Jews."
A former Justice Minister in the Canadian government and a human rights lawyer, Cotler added that false propaganda by the Palestinian Authority was a real obstacle to peace, adding that "where there is injustice, there will be no correction. Where there is no correction, there will be no reconciliation." He further called on Arab countries to acknowledge the Jewish category of refugees in future peace talks.
Echoing Cotler’s words and stressing the importance of the issue to Netanyahu’s administration, Ayalon added: "The Israeli government has decided to put its full force behind this issue, of which there are political implications, in particular regarding peace negotiations. It is not intended to put obstacles in the way of negotiations – a true peace negotiation process must have an historical base of truth in order to survive."
However, far from helping to provide a platform for stalled direct peace talks with the Palestinians, signs have already emerged to suggest the campaign will be met with opposition from Israel’s close neighbours. Hamas issued a letter to the Arab League’s Secretary-General Nabil Elaraby Wednesday, calling on him to halt Israel’s mission.
Rejecting claims Jews had ever experienced discrimination or persecution in Arab countries, the group argued that “Jewish researchers and officials” had verified the fact that the Zionist movement itself had called for Jews to voluntarily leave their homes in Arab countries.
As some conference speakers criticised Israel for not having done enough to raise awareness of the issue, which has often been overshadowed by the plight of Jews during the Holocaust, co-host World Jewish Congress Secretary-General Dan Diker said: "Pushing this issue forward in efforts to bring justice to the Jewish refugees will succeed due to the unity that exists around the matter." He added: "Until this very day, Israeli governments have always said that it is not the right time to raise the issue of refugees. No more. Finally there is a government that state if not now then when?"
According to a poll released by the WJC to coincide with the international conference, 54% of Israeli Arabs are more likely to align the cause of Jewish refugees from Arab countries with Palestinians displaced from Israel, compared to only 48% of Israeli Jews.
Even more worryingly, 96% of the Jewish population was found to have no knowledge of the issue, compare to 89% of Israeli Arabs, 55% of whom stated there should be a general fund established to compensate Middle Eastern refugees, of both Jewish and Arab origins.
Insisting the truth had to be told in order to cement Israel’s legitimacy, Diker said of the poll’s findings: "Any people’s national security is based on their narrative, which is vital in order to create legitimacy – the way we tell ourselves that narrative, as well as the way we tell it to the world is a statement concerning our history and our identity as a people."
Closing the conference, the organisers pledged to further lobby the issue at international level and issued the a joint appeal to the UN: "We call on the United Nations Secretary General to place the issue of Jewish refugees on the agenda of the United Nations and its affiliated forms. We also call on state parliaments around the world to pass legislation, recognizing the historic and justice and suffering of the Jews who were expelled, forced out, or who fled Arab countries."
Despite the Israeli government receiving criticism for neglecting the issue of Jewish refugees in favour of Holocaust education, the history of North Africa’s displaced Jews is largely intertwined with the plight of Europe’s Jews during WWII.
In 1930, prior to the creation of Israel, approximately 225,000 were living in Morocco, the largest North African Jewish population. Whilst Morocco protected its Jewish community from Nazi legislation during WWII, an emerging anti-Semitism came into being after the declaration of the State of Israel in 1948, which led to a mass aliyah (emigration to Israel), which further increased following Moroccan Independence in 1956. Today, approximately 3,500 Jews are still living in the country.
The Jewish community in Tunisia was largely protected under its treaty with France, as many Tunisian Jews took up French citizenship. Following the WWII-era Vichy administration’s virulently anti-Semitic policies from 1940, however, the climate worsened significantly for the indigenous Jewish population as occupying Nazi German forces deported Tunisian Jews to North African Nazi camps. When Tunisia gained independence in 1956, its Jewish population further dwindled from approximately 100,000 to round 1,000 currently and remains the largest religious minority in the country.
French colonisation of Algeria in 1830 helped protect its indigenous Jewish population which had been present since the destruction of the first ancient Jewish temple, over 2,000 years previously.
In the late 1930s, there were approximately 120,000 Jews living in Algeria, the majority of whom had taken up French citizenship. During WWII the Vichy administration annulled the citizenship of Algerian Jews, confiscated property and banning them from working in various professions.
When Algeria gained independence in 1962, only citizens with a Muslim father or paternal grandfather were granted Algerian citizenship, which led almost 140,000 Algerian Jews to emigrate to France and, in smaller numbers, Israel.
Today, there is no remaining Jewish community in the country. 
http://www.ejpress.org/article/news/61573 

Israel tries to shed light on Jewish refugees

Israel Today, Israel
10 September 2012 
Ryan Jones
Israel on Sunday officially launched a campaign to gain international recognition for the fact that the early years of the Israeli-Arab conflict actually created far more Jewish refugees than Arab refugees.
One of the main sticking points of the Israeli-Arab peace process has been the so-called "Palestinian refugee crisis," with even left-wing Israeli leaders having been unable to accept the Arab demands that the Jewish state open its doors to millions claiming status as "Palestinian refugees."
As far as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon are concerned, the solution is simple: the Arabs will absorb their refugees in the same way Israel has absorbed the mass influx of Jewish refugees.
What is typically lost in all the talk about the original 600,000 Arab refugees and their millions of descendants (the UN actually has an official annual event for this) is the documented fact that well over 850,000 Jews were at the same time forced to flee from the newly established Arab states.
"The issue of refugees from the Middle East has two sides. Granted, there are Palestinian refugees, but there is a larger number of Jewish refugees from Arab countries," Ayalon said at the opening of the "Justice for Jewish Refugees from Arab Countries" conference.
Ayalon also inaugurated his new online "I Am a Refugee" initiative to gather the testimonies of Jews who fled to Israel from 1948-1952.
Addressing the conference via a pre-recorded message, Netanyahu added: "The Arab world has neglected Arab refugees for decades and has used them as a battering ram against Israel, while Israel, who was just born as a nation-state, has managed to absorb and resettle the Jewish refugees from Arab countries and turn them into productive citizens."
There are, of course some significant differences between the Jewish and Arab refugees. First, while the Arabs moved to numerous different neighboring countries, many of which were just coming into new-found oil wealth, every Jewish refugee was taken in by the single, tiny, resource-bereft Jewish state. On top of that, there is debate over whether or not the Arabs in this equation can truly be called refugees, since many of them only moved a short distance and continue to live among people who are of the same ethnicity, language and religion. Displaced? Yes. Refugees? That is less clear.
http://www.israeltoday.co.il/NewsItem/tabid/178/nid/23384/language/en-US/Default.aspx 

Israel raises question of Jewish ‘refugees’ from Arab countries
The Scotsman, UK
11 September 2012

By BEN LYNFIELD

REACHING into the past for diplomatic gain, Israel yesterday launched a major campaign to raise international awareness about the nearly one million Jews who left the Arab world from 1948 to the early 1970s and whose history, it maintains, has been overlooked.

Taking a leaf from the Palestinian narrative, Israeli officials term the Jews from Arab countries, most of whom immigrated to Israel either because of persecution or the attraction of a Jewish homeland, as “refugees” forced to flee. They voiced hope the effort, which includes instructions to ambassadors to raise the issue with host countries, will weaken Palestinian claims over being displaced at Israel’s inception, when more than 600,000 Arabs were forcibly expelled or fled during the Arab-Israeli war.

“The issue of refugees from the Middle East has two sides,” deputy foreign minister Danny Ayalon told a government sponsored conference under the title Justice for Jewish Refugees from Arab Countries.

“Granted, there are Palestinian refugees but there is a large number of Jewish refugees from Arab countries,” he said.

Mr Ayalon, from the far-right Yisrael Beiteinu government coalition party, said Israel would raise the issue of Jews displaced from Arab countries during any future peace negotiations.

Prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu told the conference in a recorded statement that Israel’s absorption of the Jews from Arab countries contrasts starkly with the treatment of Palestinian refugees by Arab states.

“The Arab world has neglected Arab refugees for decades and has used them as a battering ram against Israel, while Israel, which was just born as a nation state, has managed to absorb and resettle the Jewish refugees from Arab countries and turn them into productive citizens.”

To beef up the claims to refugee status, the government plans to send researchers house to house to interview elderly Jewish immigrants from Arab countries.

There are also plans to make the history of Jewish immigrants from Arab countries a core component of the educational curriculum.

However, Palestinians consider the Israeli initiative further evidence of bad faith and an intention not to continue peace negotiations, which have been suspended for more than three years amid recriminations.

“They want to avoid the question of Palestinian refugees and to avoid the Palestinian question altogether so they make this issue of Jewish ‘refugees’,” said Abdallah Abdallah, a member of the Palestinian Legislative Council from president Mahmoud Abbas’s Fatah movement.

Mr Abdallah argues that according to the Zionist ideology on which Israel was founded, the Jews from Arab countries cannot be refugees since by moving to Israel they were returning to the land of their forefathers.

Sasson Somekh, Baghdad-born professor emeritus of Arabic literature at Tel Aviv University, was also critical of the conference. In remarks to The Scotsman, he recalled that he left Iraq for Israel in 1950, aged 17, because the university in Baghdad did not accept Jews. His parents later also decided to leave because the Jewish areas of the city were emptying out, with 500 people a day taking flights to Israel. “They felt the Jewish community was disappearing and they felt left alone,” he said.

Compensate Jewish refugees from Arab countries, conference urges

Jewish Telegraphic Agency, USA
10 September 2012

JERUSALEM (JTA) -- Speakers at a conference on Middle Eastern and North African Jewish refugees called for legislative initiatives to support compensation for the refugees. The conference, which began Sunday night and ends Monday, took place in Jerusalem under the title “Justice for Jewish Refugees from Arab Countries.” It was organized by the World Jewish Congress and Israel’s Foreign Ministry and Senior Citizens’ Ministry.

The conference is part of a drive to raise the profile of the mass exodus of Jews who either fled or were expelled from Arab countries surrounding Israel’s founding in 1948. It also aims to create parity between those refugees and Palestinian refugees from Israel’s War of Independence. A similar conference will take place at the United Nations headquarters on Sept. 21.

At the conference, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said that while Israel absorbed Jews from Arab countries, “The Arab world has neglected Arab refugees for decades and has used them as a battering ram against Israel.”

U.S. Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-N.Y.) also called for greater recognition of Jewish refugees, as did Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon. 

“It is just wrong to address the issue of refugees referring to Palestinians only while there are Jewish refugees that are not being recognized or taken care of,” Nadler said.

One of the conference’s goals is to urge legislative bodies worldwide to pass resolutions recognizing Jewish refugees and requiring that in future Palestinian-Israeli peace negotiations, compensation for Jewish refugees for suffering and lost property be discussed whenever the parties negotiate compensation for Palestinian refugees. Resolutions recognizing Jewish refugees are under discussion in the U.S. House of Representatives and Senate, as well as Israel’s Knesset.

“When there will be negotiations, the government of Israel needs to raise the issue of Jewish refugees,” said Israeli lawmaker Shai Hermesh, chairman of the World Jewish Congress in Israel. Hermesh also called for supporters of the initiative to partner with Jewish parliamentarians worldwide and with Jewish organizations and international allies.

Legislators from Canada, France and Hungary also made statements supporting the initiative, and an Italian parliamentarian had a statement read on her behalf.

A declaration issued at the end of the conference called on U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon to "place the issue of Jewish refugees on the agenda of the United Nations and its affiliated forms. We also call on state parliaments around the world to pass legislation recognizing the historic and justice and suffering of the Jews who were expelled, forced out, or who fled Arab countries.”

Referring to world Jewry, the declaration continues: “We call on world Jewry and friends of Israel to keep this issue on the international agenda as an issue of human rights and justice.” 

http://www.jta.org/news/article/2012/09/10/3106516/compensate-jewish-refugees-from-arab-countries-conference-urges 

http://forward.com/articles/162566/conference-hears-calls-to-help-jewish-refugees/ 

Jewish Refugees Re-emerges as Issue for Israel-Palestinian Peace

Media Line, Israel
10 September 2012

New effort seeks to re-energize existing recognition of Jewish refugee status 

By: Michael Friedson/The Media Line

A conference in Jerusalem has launched an element new to the mix of public prattle but nevertheless replete with historical bona fides: the rights of 850,000 Jewish refugees forced from Arab countries between 1948 and 1951 and certified as refugees by the United Nations.

Organized by the Israeli government and the World Jewish Congress, the Monday parley signaled an effort that will doubtless be tagged as a new issue by some and derided for adding fuel to a process already hostile to the point of stagnation. But the key component of the campaign is rather than inserting another non-starter for Israeli and Palestinian negotiators to wrangle over; an issue well-established by international law according to the United Nations and backed by a resolution of the American Congress is being put forth with the demand that both sides be given equal consideration when discussing the region’s refugees.  

Dan Diker, secretary general of the World Jewish Congress, explained to The Media Line that, “it’s time for the Jewish people to assert rights-based diplomacy; to learn from the Arabs and Palestinians, who for the past twenty-five years we’ve helped to assert their rights.” Rather than being seen as a new matter, Diker said it should be viewed more correctly as “dusting-off the cobwebs, greasing the wheels, and re-energizing a 64-year old issue.” 

Canadian parliamentarian Prof. Irwin Kotler, a leading human rights attorney and former justice minister and attorney general of Canada, set the historical table by arguing that when the Arab nations rejected the 1947 resolution partitioning Palestine into Arab and Jewish states, it actually launched two wars of aggression: one versus the nascent state of Israel and the other against their own Jewish nationals, effectively creating two, not one, sets of refugees: Palestinians and Jews from Arab lands. Kotler called it “double rejectionism” – the Arab rejection of the Jewish state and the forced exodus by each Arab nation of its own Jewish citizens. The purpose of the campaign, Kotler said, is to “rectify historic injustice.”

As to why the Arab refugee issue has resonated and the Jewish counter-point not, speakers suggested it was because the Jews who were affected were successfully absorbed by the state of Israel while Palestinian refugees were kept state-less in camps inside the host nations, all of which -- with the exception of Jordan -- denied basic rights to the Palestinians. The refugees, they argue, were used as political fodder rather than being afforded the treatment a refugee population deserved.

Beyond educating the masses about the issue of Jewish refugees from Arab lands, the campaign has the goal of instituting legal requirements that all references to refugees include both Palestinians and Jews. As difficult as it is to expect Palestinian proponents to broaden their refugee references to include Jews from Arab lands, a 2008 resolution passed by the House of Representatives serves as a cornerstone of the legal and political effort the attendees at Monday’s conference seek to energize. 

H. Res. 185, sponsored by Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-NY), asserts that “the United States Government supports the position that, as an integral part of any comprehensive Arab-Israeli peace, the issue of refugees from the Middle East, North Africa, and the Persian Gulf must be resolved in a manner that includes recognition of the legitimate rights of and losses incurred by all refugees displaced from Arab countries, including Jews, Christians, and other groups.” Nevertheless, few, if any, references to Jewish refugees from Arab lands have been asserted by American interlocutors in the face of the virtually automatic demand from Palestinian negotiators on the subject, whether in the context of efforts by the Quartet (international sponsors of the Israeli-Palestinian peace process including the US, UN, European Union and Russia) or between American diplomats and the parties. This, despite the suggestion of President Bill Clinton during the course of the 2000 Camp David negotiations that if an agreement is reached, a fund should be created to compensate both Arab and Jewish refugees.

Can it change? Rep. Nadler sounded a cynically-optimistic note when he told the gathering that there has been “hostile reaction” to the campaign by Arab media, which according to the Congressman is a positive step. “They recognized it,” Nadler said. “That’s good.”

When asked by The Media Line whether administration support for the issue was in the cards, Rep. Nadler suggested that although little time remains in the current Congress, greater support will be forthcoming when his bill is re-submitted in the next session.

The next step in the campaign will come in New York when the United Nations resumes its sessions and its delegates will be reminded of the determination by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in 1957 that, “Jews fleeing from Arab countries were refugees within the mandate of the UNHCR;” and that Security Council Resolution 242, arguably the UN act most often cited by the pro-Palestinian community, itself calls for a “just settlement of the refugee problem” absent any distinction between Arab and Jewish refugees.

As the WJC’s Diker explained, it’s time to reverse the “lack of discourse in the international community.”

http://www.jewishjournal.com/israel/article/jewish_refugees_re_emerges_as_issue_for_israel_palestinian_peace 

PM: Israel seeks justice for Jewish refugees from Arab countries

Israel Hayom, Israel
10 September 2012

International Justice for Jewish Refugees from Arab Countries conference gets underway in Jerusalem • Deputy FM Danny Ayalon: Any genuine peace process must be based on historical truth: There are Arab refugees and Jewish refugees.

Yori Yalon
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Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon says that a genuine peace process must be based on historical truth.

Photo credit: Oren Nachshon

Israel is determined to seek justice for Jewish refugees from Arab countries, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said on Sunday in video remarks to the international Justice for Jewish Refugees from Arab Countries conference that opened this week at the David Citadel Hotel in Jerusalem.

"The Arab world has neglected Palestinian refugees and has used them as a tool to defame Israel, while Israel, which was then a small country, was able to absorb Jewish refugees from Arab countries and turn them into productive citizens," Netanyahu said.

The goal of the conference is to raise awareness in Israel and throughout the world about the stories of Jewish refugees from Arab countries, by means of personal testimony from the refugees themselves and political action on the international level to promote legal recognition of the rights of Jewish refugees.

The conference is being hosted by the World Jewish Congress, Israel's Foreign Ministry and the Ministry for Senior Citizens.

The Ministry for Senior Citizens recently launched a project to comprehensively document the stories of Jewish refugees from Arab countries. To do this, the ministry is collecting evidence of the property that belonged to Jewish refugees who were forced to leave their countries of origin due to government persecution and hostility. The goal is to establish an international fund, in accordance with the Clinton peace parameters, with the aim of creating a thorough discussion on compensation for Jewish refugees, similar to the compensation being demanded by Palestinian refugees.

Conference organizers noted that there were 856,000 Jewish refugees from Arab countries. Around 600,000 immigrated to Israel while another 200,000 found refuge in the U.S., Canada and Europe. Descendants of Jewish refugees from Arab countries today constitute around half of the Israeli population.

"The main reason that the effort to obtain justice for Jewish refugees will be managed successfully is the unity of opinion on the issue," said World Jewish Congress Secretary General Dan Diker. "This is not an Israeli issue, it is a Jewish issue. For the first time, there is a government in Israel that is working hand-in-hand with Jewish organizations to promote the rights of refugees."

"Until now, Israeli governments have always said that it was not the right time to raise the matter," Diker said. "No more. Finally, there is a government that says 'If not now, when?'"

Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon said that any true peace process with the Palestinians must be based on historical facts. "The Israeli government has decided to put its full weight behind this issue, from which there will be political implications, in particular regarding peace negotiations," Ayalon said. "This is not an attempt to create barriers to negotiations. A genuine peace process needs to be based on historical truth in order to survive. There are Arab refugees and Jewish refugees."

Poll: Israeli Arabs Believe Jewish Refugees Deserve Attention

Jewish Press, USA
10 September 2012

By: Malkah Fleisher

A new poll released at an international conference on Justice for Jewish Refugees from Arab Countries shows that a great proportion of Arab Israelis (54%) than Jewish Israelis (48%) believe issues pertaining to Jewish refugees from Arab countries deserve as much attention as those pertaining to Arab refugees from Israel’s war of independence.

Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu told attendees, “The Arab world has neglected Arab refugees for decades and has used them as a battering ram against Israel, while Israel, which was just born as a nation-state, has absorbed and resettled the Jewish refugees from Arab countries and turned them into productive citizens.”

About the Author: Malkah Fleisher is a graduate of Cardozo Law School in New York City. She is an editor/staff writer at JewishPress.com and co-hosts a weekly Israeli FM radio show. Malkah lives with her husband and two children on the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem.
http://www.jewishpress.com/news/poll-israeli-arabs-believe-jewish-refugees-deserve-attention/2012/09/10/ 

Foreign Ministry: Acknowledge responsibility towards Jewish refugees
YNetnews, Israel
10 September 2012

Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon called on the Arab League to acknowledge its responsibility towards Jewish refugees from Arab countries. Speaking at a special summit in Jerusalem Ayalon directed Israeli embassies throughout the world to raise the matter with local governments. The deputy foreign minister is also expected to raise the issue at a special UN meeting.

Ayalon said that "The State of Israel has begun to list and document the property. The compensation is estimated to be worth tens of millions." (Attila Somfalvi)

http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4279606,00.html 

PM: Israel must bring justice to Jewish Refugees

Jerusalem Post Online, Israel
10 September 2012

By JPOST.COM STAFF

Israel must bring justice to Jewish refugees from Arab countries, Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu said in remarks at the international conference on Justice for Jewish Refugees from Arab Countries Sunday evening.

"The Arab world has neglected Arab refugees for decades and has used them as a battering ram against Israel, while Israel who was just born as a nation-state, has managed to absorb and resettle the Jewish refugees from Arab countries and turn them into productive citizens." he said.

Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon added that the Israeli government is putting its "full force" behind this issue despite its implications for peace negotiations with the Palestinians.

"It is not intended to put obstacles in the way of negotiations – a true peace negotiation process must have an historical base of truth in order to survive," he said in remarks to the conference, hosted by the World Jewish Congress, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the Ministry for Senior Citizens.

A new poll released at the conference showed that a greater proportion of Israeli Arabs (54%) than Jewish Israelis (48%) thought the Jewish refugee issue should be treated like the Palestinian refugees issue.

http://www.jpost.com/Headlines/Article.aspx?id=284497 

Netanyahu: Arab world has neglected its own refugees for decades
Times of Israel, Israel
10 September 2012

At Jewish refugees from Arab lands conference, PM and Deputy FM Danny Ayalon vow to promote central issue

By Yoel Goldman 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon (Yisrael Beytenu) vowed Sunday to promote the issue of Jewish refugees from Arab lands despite the possible negative political implications for the Israeli-Palestinian peace process. Netanyahu, speaking via a pre-recorded message at the international “Justice for Jewish Refugees from Arab Countries” conference in Jerusalem, said he raises the issue of Jewish refugees wherever he goes.

“The Arab world has neglected Arab refugees for decades and has used them as a battering ram against Israel, while Israel who was just born as a nation-state, has managed to absorb and resettle the Jewish refugees from Arab countries and turn them into productive citizens,” said the prime minister.

“This government has decided to promote the issue and therefore I raise this issue as well everywhere I go,” he added.

Ayalon, who last week launched an online advocacy campaign entitled “I am a refugee,” told the conference, “The issue of refugees from the Middle East has two sides, granted there are Palestinian refugees but there is a larger number of Jewish refugees from Arab countries.”

He, too, emphasized the Netanyahu administration’s focus on the matter: “The Israeli government has decided to put its full force behind this issue, of which there are political implications, in particular regarding peace negotiations.”

The deputy foreign minister’s nascent campaign has already been the subject of criticism in the Arab world.

In a letter to Arab League Secretary-General Nabil Elaraby on Wednesday, Hamas called on the League’s member states to combat Ayalon’s campaign.

The organization claimed in the missive that Jews had never suffered discrimination or persecution in Arab countries, where they resided for centuries. It was the Zionist movement, Hamas argued, which caused Jews to leave — a fact well-documented by “Jewish researchers and officials.”

The letter appealed to the Arab League to withdraw the Arab Peace Initiative.

This week’s conference is hosted by the World Jewish Congress, the Foreign Ministry and the Ministry for Senior Citizens.

Elhanan Miller contributed to this report.

Parity for refugees from Arab lands, at long last

JWeekly, USA
6 September 2012

An international conference will take place in Jerusalem next week. That by itself is not news. However, the conference topic — the pursuit of justice for Jewish refugees from Arab and Muslim countries — is indeed a headline maker.

This prestigious gathering, sponsored by the World Jewish Congress, marks a turning point in much overdue recognition for the nearly 900,000 Jews who fled their homes in Arab lands after the founding of the State of Israel.

One of the leading organizations to take up this cause, San Francisco–based JIMENA (Jews Indigenous to the Middle East and North Africa), will be represented at the Sept. 9-10 conference. Both Libyan-born president Gina Waldman and director Sarah Levin will participate, along with scores of academics, members of Knesset, ambassadors and Israel’s deputy foreign minister.

This issue, which has been on the geopolitical backburner for far too long, is coming to the fore.

The Knesset is on record demanding that Arab nations compensate Israelis who faced persecution and were forced to flee their native lands. By law, Israel now must include the compensation issue in all present and future bilateral peace talks.

Last month, Israel launched an online campaign called “I Am a Refugee,” in which Israelis from Iraq, Libya and other Arab countries upload video testimonials about their ordeals. The campaign’s creator, Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon, is himself the son of an Algerian Jewish refugee.

It’s not in Israel alone that the issue has caught fire.

Currently working their way through the House of Representatives and the Senate are bipartisan companion bills that would recognize the displaced Jewish refugees from Arab countries.

Moreover, this legislation would call on the Obama administration to accompany any reference to Palestinian refugees with a reference to the Jewish refugees.

Unlike many Palestinian refugees who have spent the last 64 years bewailing their status, Jewish refugees from Arab lands typically have not pleaded their cases to the world. They have gotten on with their lives in Israel, North America and throughout the diaspora.

Yet their claims are every bit as valid.

Thankfully, their cause has never flickered out, and is now picking up momentum.

We congratulate JIMENA on its historic participation in the Jerusalem conference, and we hope the world will finally bend toward justice for these Jewish refugees.

http://www.jweekly.com/article/full/66338/parity-for-refugees-from-arab-lands-at-long-last/ 

A dubious campaign on behalf of Arab Jewish refugees

Haaretz, Israel
7 September 2012

Compared to the African refugee issue, the question of compensation for Arab Jews has a longer history: Since the mid-1970s, when the issue was first raised, efforts of Arab Jews to obtain recognition as refugees have persisted.

By Shayna Zamkanei


This past week, Israel’s Foreign Ministry, under the initiative of Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon, launched the “I Am a Refugee” campaign on Facebook. By inviting Jews from Arab countries to share testimonials about their experiences in the years following Israel’s independence, Ayalon hopes to further push the issue of Arab Jewish refugee recognition onto the international agenda. But why launch the Facebook campaign now?

On the one hand, some believe that its purpose is to deflect attention from the African refugee problem. In response to an estimated 60,000 refugees from Eritrea, Sudan and South Sudan crossing into Israel, the government intends to build a huge camp in the Negev where it can detain migrants until their status is decided. The idea of a large “concentration camp” has hit a raw nerve among Israeli and American Jews alike. For this reason, one response to Ayalon’s Facebook campaign has been the circulation of photos of African asylum seekers in Israel with the caption “I Am a Refugee.” These photos are apparently intended to clarify what “authentic” refugees look like.

On the other hand, some suggest that the campaign’s purpose is to undermine Palestinian claims in any future round of peace talks. If roughly equal numbers of Palestinians and Arab Jews were displaced following 1948, and the lost assets belonging to both sides were of similar value, then Palestinian and Arab Jewish claims would appear to cancel each other out.

Not surprisingly, this comparison has infuriated the Palestinian leadership. Last weekend, PLO Executive Committee member Hanan Ashrawi reportedly claimed that “if Israel is their [Arab Jews’] homeland, then they are not ‘refugees’; they are emigrants who return either voluntarily or due to a political decision.”

Ironically, Ashrawi’s sentiment succinctly captures what was once the prevailing view within the Israeli government and among major Zionist advocacy organizations. “I do not regard the departure of Jews from Arab lands as that of refugees,” asserted Iraqi-Israeli former Knesset Speaker Shlomo Hillel. “They came here because they wanted to, as Zionists.” His position was and still is shared by many others. Noteworthy, too, is the Law of Return, which ensures that Jews never arrive in Israel as refugees, but as “olim hadashim” − new immigrants.

Nevertheless, both assertions concerning the Facebook campaign have their weaknesses.

Compared to the African refugee issue, the question of compensation for Arab Jews has a longer history: Since the mid-1970s, when the issue was first raised, efforts of Arab Jews to obtain recognition as refugees have persisted. The recent Israeli media efforts, including the Facebook campaign, are merely drawing attention to established and ignored claims.

Compared to the Palestinian issue, Arab Jewish refugee claims are now framed within the context of international historic justice and are promoted by non-Israeli organizations. Justice for Jews from Arab Countries, for example, has maintained a formal distinction between Palestinian and Arab Jewish claims. It regards the two cases as separate and legitimate. Even if Arab Jews and Palestinians are owed roughly the same amount of compensation, their claims do not cancel each other out. In making this distinction, Justice for Jews from Arab Countries has been influential with both American and Israeli governments. Its mandate does not undermine the claims of Palestinians.

But the fact that the Israeli government is now leading this campaign should give us pause. In the 1970s and 1980s, the World Organization of Jews from Arab Countries argued that Arab Jewish claims nullified Palestinian ones. This seemed like an effective political antidote to the popularity of the Palestinian national movement, and so the Israeli government began funding the organization.

However, equating Mizrahi or Arab Jewish immigrants with “refugees” offended Zionists and Arab Jews alike. Furthermore, the more WOJAC drew parallels between the treatment of Arab Jewish “immigrants” and Palestinian refugees, the more it felt justified condemning the government for discrimination against Mizrahim. The government became increasingly uncomfortable with the Ashkenazi-Mizrahi tensions that emerged within the domestic arena. Eventually, it accused WOJAC of creating a “state within a state” and cut off the organization’s funding in the 1990s. WOJAC disbanded in 1999.

Given this history, it would be easy to dismiss the testimonies now being solicited from Arab Jews as nothing more than exploitative governmental propaganda. However, neither the African, Palestinian nor Arab Jewish claims exist within a zero-sum sphere of recognition. Despite different historical contexts, it is possible to recognize one group without detracting from the claims of another. And while recognizing a group as refugees can have necessary and immediate material benefits to the lives of individuals, this does not make the claims of older or different refugee groups any less legitimate.

In the case of the Facebook campaign, the most politically salient question is not whether Arab Jews should be legally recognized as refugees or whether the testimonials are authentic. Rather, one has to wonder why Ayalon and the Foreign Ministry have hijacked Arab Jewish recognition efforts when their predecessors stifled them?

And do they have the right to speak for the many Arab Jewish refugees who chose not to come to Israel, but went to other countries instead?

Hopefully, these questions will be clarified in next week’s “Justice for Jewish Refugees from Arab Countries” conference, sponsored by the Foreign Ministry, the Pensioner Affairs Ministry and the World Jewish Congress, in Jerusalem.

Shayna Zamkanei is a doctoral candidate in political science at the University of Chicago, who has worked for think tanks in North America and the Middle East. Her dissertation explores the question of Arab Jewish refugee recognition. 
Israel Foreign Ministry Launches Jewish Refugee Awareness Campaign

Algemeiner, USA
5 September 2012

Author: Anav Silverman / Tazpit News Agency
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Israeli Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon. Photo: wiki commons.

Before 1948, there were close to one million Jews living in the Arab world, while today only a few thousand still remain. During the four years following the establishment of the state of Israel, violent anti-Semitic riots broke out across the Middle East and restrictive government measures were put in place, which forced ancient Jewish communities, some thousands of years old, to dissolve. Driven from their homes and properties, 856,000 Jews were expelled from Arab countries and Iran, fleeing mostly to Israel but also to the United States, Europe, Canada, and elsewhere.

The Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) has launched a new campaign to mark this tragedy in cooperation with the World Jewish Congress and the Ministry of Pensioner Affairs. Called ‘I Am a Refugee,’ the international campaign seeks to bring the forgotten and often overlooked stories of Jewish refugees from Arab countries to both Israel and the international community.

The campaign, led by Deputy Foreign Minister, Daniel Ayalon, whose own father’s family was forced to flee Algeria, aims to highlight the injustices that were done to the Jewish refugees, via Facebook and online sources. “The time has come to correct an ongoing historical injustice that has affected half of the population of Israel,” said Deputy FM Ayalon on the MFA website.

Jews living in Libya, Algeria, Tunisia, Iraq, Iran, Morocco, Egypt, Yemen and Syria lost their legal status, properties and homes, which in many cases were seized by the government.  On the I Am a Refugee Facebook campaign page, personal stories, photos, video documentaries, and documents have been uploaded of Jewish life and escape from these different Middle Eastern countries.  In one pre-World War II photo, a class of Jewish youngsters can be seen in a Benghazi synagogue, while another photo depicts a Jewish wedding in Aleppo, Syria in 1914. In others, Iraqi and Kurdish Jewish refugees are seen arriving to Israel in the 1950s, while other photos show life in the Israeli transit camps that absorbed these refugees.  An uploaded video documentary tells the story of a Jewish family’s exodus from Egypt.

According to MFA website, the personal stories that appear on the Facebook page will be presented at a conference in New York when the United National General Assembly convenes at the end of September.

Ayalon has asked Jewish refugees and their families to take an active part of this campaign via Facebook, to “tell the world your personal story, which is an inseparable part of the Jewish people and the story of the re-establishment of the State of Israel.”

This past June, the United Nations marked World Refugee Day, where only one group of refugees—the Jewish refugees from Arab countries– was noticeably absent, according to a recent Huffington Post article written by Israel’s ambassador to the United Nations, Ron Proser. “The historic Jewish presence in the Arab World must be recognized. The grave injustices inflicted upon them must be acknowledged,” Prosor wrote in response to the UN oversight.

The I Am a Refugee campaign aims to open the way to international acknowledgement and recognition of the Jewish refugee issue. This coming Monday, an international conference of jurists and experts on the refugee matter will be held in Jerusalem, to continue to advance this campaign.

http://www.algemeiner.com/2012/09/05/israel-foreign-ministry-launches-jewish-refugee-awareness-campaign 
Push for recognition of Jewish refugees from Arab lands seeks to counterbalance Palestinian claims

Jewish Telegraphic Agency, USA
4 September 2012

By Ben Sales 

TEL AVIV (JTA) – Naim Reuven was only 8 when he left Baghdad more than 50 years ago, but he still remembers going with his father to catch fish in the Tigris River. His dad worked in a laundromat, a middle-class father of six and one of Iraq’s more than 100,000 Jews. Baghdad’s Jewish community suffered a pogrom in 1941, but Reuven, born a year later, has only fond memories of his childhood there -- until Israel declared independence in 1948. 

“When Israel was established it began, there was hate,” said Reuven, now 70. “We had a neighbor we got along with, and then there was hate.” He still remembers the fear when grenades were thrown into his family’s synagogue.

In 1951, after three years of increasing animosity and persecution, the Reuvens moved to Israel, where the government placed them in an immigrant absorption camp and gave Reuven’s father agricultural work. Reuven now lives in Tel Aviv’s low-income Hatikvah neighborhood, retired after a career in construction.

More than 800,000 Jews lived in the Arab world at the time of Israel’s founding. Virtually all of them left, fled or were forced out of their homes after Israel’s birth, with more than three-quarters moving to Israel. The once-thriving communities they had established in places such as Egypt, Algeria, Morocco, Libya, Iraq, Syria, Yemen and Tunisia shrunk and, in some cases, virtually disappeared. In many cases the emigrants were forced to leave behind much of their property.

As part of an effort to have those Jews recognized as refugees and demand compensation for their lost property, the World Jewish Congress will be hosting a conference in Jerusalem next week focused on “raising the flag of rights of Jewish refugees from Arab countries,” according to WJC Secretary General Dan Diker.

Then, on Sept. 21, the WJC, the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations and the Israeli Foreign Ministry will host a similar conference at United Nations headquarters.

“It’s important that the world accept and recognize that most of them were forcibly exiled and subjected to the worst kind of anti-Semitic assault,” which included Jews being “attacked, assaulted, killed, robbed,” Diker told JTA. “This issue has been largely ignored by Jewish leaders over the past number of years. They were resettled, so it wasn’t perceived as an acute bleeding."

In addition to the WJC efforts, the Israeli Knesset is slated to vote soon on a resolution to establish a day commemorating the history of Jews from Arab lands and to found a museum focused on that history. The U.S.-based Justice for Jews from Arab Countries also advocates for the refugees’ rights. 

While the campaign for the Jewish refugees ostensibly is aimed at winning some recompense for Jews from Arab countries and their descendants -- known in Israel as Mizrahim, Hebrew for Easterners -- it's also part of a political effort to create a Jewish parallel to Palestinian refugee claims from Israel’s 1948 War of Independence. Advocates want the Jewish refugee issue to serve as a counterbalance to the Palestinian refugee issue in any future Israeli-Palestinian peace negotiations, and want recognition and monetary compensation for Jewish refugees to be a part of any final-status deal.

While no mechanism for such compensation exists now, Diker envisions an international fund that would resolve claims for Jewish and Palestinian refugees. Meir Khaolon, chairman of the World Organization of Libyan Jews, which is collaborating with the WJC in its campaign, says Mizrahi Jews have listings of 80 percent of the property left behind in Arab countries.

“It restores parity to Arab-Israeli diplomacy,” Diker said. “That narrative has become distorted in recognizing and advancing the narrative that the Palestinian Arabs are the sole aggrieved party in this conflict.”

The issue of the rights of Jewish refugees from Arab countries is not new, but Diker said it has risen in prominence now because of a parallel effort by Knesset members to celebrate Mizrahi history and culture in Israel. Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon, who is leading the effort and introduced the resolution in the Knesset two months ago to memorialize Mizrahi communities, will speak at the upcoming WJC conference along with other Israeli and international politicians.

“All those Jews wanted to be part of the Jewish rebuilding” of Israel, Ayalon said. “But the fact that they were harassed, that they were killed, that they were robbed of their dignity as human beings is something that has never been recognized.”

Most Mizrahi Jews who moved to Israel did so because they faced persecution in their home countries, according to Maurice Roumani, a professor at Ben-Gurion University and an expert on Libyan Jewry. While Jews had lived under Muslim rule for centuries with restricted rights, their situation became increasingly precarious during the years leading up to Israel’s founding. When Israel declared independence, Jews across the Arab world lost rights and in many cases citizenship, and expulsions followed in the years and decades following 1948. 

"The claim that Jews left on their own is not reflecting the truth of history because the true history shows that Jews could no longer continue living there without having their lives threatened,” Roumani said. “Jews from Arab countries had been living in continuous insecurity for generations. If their lives had not been so insecure, few of them would have left.”

Reuven said he does not see himself as a refugee from Iraq.

“I’m Israeli for everything,” he said.

Clara Yona Memshumar, whose parents left Libya for Israel in 1947 and 1950 before marrying, said her family left not under duress but “out of religious faith. They always said, ‘Next year in Jerusalem.’ ”

“From my parents’ stories it was the fulfillment of the dream,” said Meshumar, who also serves as the academic director of Kedma, an Israeli nonprofit that in part promotes the teaching of Mizrahi history in Israeli schools. “They were not Zionist in the European sense, but they were Zionists. The moment that legal immigration became possible, most people went.”

While the Palestinian refugee community places its refugee status at the center of its identity, Meshumar and other Mizrahi Jews said their families made no formal effort to preserve the memory of their former homes or commemorate their exodus from Middle Eastern countries beyond telling stories or performing Mizrahi Jewish rituals during holidays.

By contrast, Palestinian families retain mementos of their former homes in present-day Israel, such as keys or land deeds, and annually commemorate losing their homes during Israel’s establishment, which they call the Nakba -- the “catastrophe."

Israel and the Palestinian Authority haven’t negotiated directly since 2010, but Diker said that creating parity between refugees could allow the parties to resolve their respective refugee claims separate from negotiations on borders and security.

“You don’t need a final status agreement in order to solve the refugee problem,” he said. “We’re not adding a claim. We’re recognizing a claim."

http://www.jta.org/news/article/2012/09/04/3105891/six-decades-later-a-push-for-recognition-of-jewish-refugees 

http://forward.com/articles/162215/recognizing-jewish-refugees-from-arab-world/ 

Int'l Conference on Jewish Refugees from Arab Countries

Israel National News, Israel
5 September 2012

An international conference on "Justice for the Jewish Refugees from Arab Countries" is scheduled for Sunday and Monday in Jerusalem. The purpose of the gathering is to put the story of those refugees on the public, political and diplomatic agenda in Israel and abroad, through the personal testimonies of the refugees and an extended discussion of the different perspectives of the matter.

The conference is an initiative of the Foreign Ministry, the World Jewish Congress and the Office of Senior Citizen Affairs.

http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/Flash.aspx/249109#.UEcUxqD2RIc 

Video: 'I Am Refugee' Campaign Reveals Truth Behind Fabrications
Israel National News, Israel
3 September 2012

The Foreign Ministry launched a new campaign aimed at bringing attention to 856,000 Jewish refugees who were expelled from Arab countries.

By Rachel Hirshfeld

The Israeli Foreign Ministry, in conjunction with the World Jewish Congress and the Pensioners Affairs Ministry, has launched a new campaign aimed at bringing attention to the thousands of Jewish refugees who were expelled from Arab countries following the establishment of the State of Israel.

While the international community continues to bemoan the Arab refugees, casting Israel as the eternal oppressor and source of all evils, the 856,000 Jewish refugees remains largely forgotten and left untold.

The campaign, titled “I am a refugee” and spearheaded by Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon, seeks to refocus the debate by bringing to light the truth behind the many myths and fabrications that have come to dominate the Arab-Israeli conflict.

“In May 1948, the local Arab population was joined by seven Arab countries in a collective attempt to destroy the newly re-established Jewish state,” says Ayalon, whose father is a refugee from Algeria, in the campaign’s YouTube video.

Encouraged by Arab leaders, an estimated 500,000 Arabs fled to neighboring Arab countries.

While the Jewish refugees, who were forced to flee their countries of origin after having their citizenship revoked and their property confiscated, were immediately absorbed and integrated by Israel and other countries, the Arab nations refused to help resettle their Arab brethren. In fact, as Ayalon explains in the video, the Arab countries enacted a number of discriminatory laws against them in an effort to perpetuate their refugee status.

The former director of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) in Jordan, Sir Alexander Galloway explained that “… the Arab nations do not want to solve the Arab refugee problem. They want to keep it as an open sore… as a weapon against Israel.”

The Foreign Ministry is therefore calling on Arab Jews and their families to post video testimonials on the campaign’s Facebook page, telling their stories in an effort to “help right the wrong” and restore the truth to the highly publicized and politicized refugee debate, which has, until now, been overshadowed and tainted by countless myths, exaggerations and fabrications.



http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/159575#.UEWoOcHN9sd 

Gov’t steps up campaign for Jewish Arab refugees 

Jerusalem Post, Israel
28 August 2012

By JEREMY SHARON

Deputy foreign minister says matter of Jewish refugees who fled Arab states after 1948 is a "core issue" in talks with Palestinians. 

The Foreign Ministry – along with the World Jewish Congress and the Pensioners Affairs Ministry – is ramping up its campaign to bring the issue of Jewish refugee rights to public and diplomatic attention.

According to the Foreign Ministry more than 850,000 Jews from Arab states fled their countries of birth following persecution that ensued after the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948. Many also had their property confiscated.

Speaking with The Jerusalem Post on Monday, Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon and Deputy Pensioners Affairs Minister Lea Nass said the government was currently finalizing plans to institute a national day of recognition for Jewish refugees from Arab countries. It is also planning to build a museum to document the historical events of these communities, as well as their cultural heritage; collate testimony from thousands of refugees; and bring the issue front and center on the diplomatic stage.

Ayalon also pointed to legislation passed in the Knesset in 2010 obliging any government conducting peace negotiations with the Palestinians to include the issue of compensation for Jewish refugees as part of any final status talks.

“This is one of the core issues,” the deputy minister said. “It is not separate and certainly, when it comes to negotiations, it will be part and parcel of the refugee issue as a whole.”

Ayalon denied that the campaign was designed to hinder the peace process, adding that even if that were the case Israel was already being accused of obstructionism. “They say we’re not ready for peace anyway, but this is not a reason not to do what is just and right for hundreds of thousands of people,” he said. “This is not a reason not to show a mirror in front of the entire world, in particular the Arab countries.”

Ayalon also insisted that Israel-Palestinian negotiations were the correct forum for advancing the rights of Jewish refugees from Arab countries, saying the linkage stemmed from historical precedents following wars on the Indian subcontinent and Europe.

He added that part of the proposals made in the Arab Peace Initiative suggesting that an Israeli settlement with the Palestinians should bring peace and normalization with the entire Arab world, meant that the Jewish refugee issue should be dealt with in this comprehensive manner.

The Pensioners Affairs Ministry, which was given responsibility for the issue in 2009, has taken the lead on the documentation of testimony from refugees and their descendants. Nass explained that it was critical to record the stories of the refugees, who, she said, had largely been forgotten.

“The Jewish people left behind their property, their stories and their history,” said Nass. “It’s important in our religion to first of all tell the story. The story has disappeared, and when we meet these people they express great pain that it has not been told.”

The ministry has digitized 20,000 documents pertaining to the Jewish refugees and will next week actively begin to collect further such documents and testimony, in coordination with various interest groups representing Jews from Arab countries.

The project, named “I am a refugee” and having an initial budget of NIS 2 million, calls on refugees and their descendants to come forward and present their stories, documents, pictures and other records to create an archive similar to that in Yad Vashem for victims of the Holocaust.

World Jewish Congress (WJC) secretary-general Dan Diker praised the cooperation of the Foreign Ministry and the Pensioners Affairs Ministry, saying progress being made on the issue would not have been possible without them. Diker also focused on the need to advance legislation in governments around the world, as well as at the UN, to ensure that the issue was given sufficient attention and weight.

“This government, along with the WJC, is advancing this issue as a global Jewish project of highest urgency,” he said. “We are taking a position, we’re insisting on rights based diplomacy and we’re saying enough is enough.”

The Foreign Ministry and the WJC will be staging a media event at the United Nations headquarters in New York in September to gain media and diplomatic attention. It will coincide with the beginning of the UN General Assembly session. Along with the Pensioners Affairs Ministry, it will also hold an international conference in September called “Justice for Jewish Refugees from Arab Countries.”

http://www.jpost.com/JewishWorld/JewishNews/Article.aspx?id=282835

Israel lanza campaña por bienes de los "refugiados judíos" del mundo árabe
Agencia EFE, Spain
10 September 2012

Elías L. Benarroch 



Video: http://es-us.noticias.yahoo.com/video/esyvideo-1095461/israel-lanza-una-campana-por-los-bienes-de-los-refugiados-judios-del-mundo-arabe-30552889.html 

Jerusalén, 10 sep (EFE).- El Gobierno israelí lanzó hoy en Jerusalén una campaña para cuantificar los bienes expropiados a los judíos que fueron expulsados o se vieron obligados a abandonar los países árabes a raíz de la creación del Estado de Israel en 1948. La campaña fue anunciada hoy por el viceministro de Exteriores, Dani Ayalón, en Jerusalén, en el marco de la conferencia "Justicia para los Refugiados Judíos de los Países Árabes" y busca el reconocimiento internacional a un problema que Israel quiere equiparar al de los refugiados palestinos. 
"Hubo cerca de un millón de refugiados judíos que fueron expulsados antes y después de la Guerra de Independencia de Israel", dijo Ayalón en declaraciones a Efe antes de que arrancara la conferencia, en la que participaron representantes judíos de varios países. Según el viceministro, "hay que recordar que los judíos dejaron muchos más bienes que los palestinos" y que si en un futuro acuerdo de paz se habla "de una solución de los refugiados y de compensaciones, éstas deben ser iguales para árabes y judíos". 

El Congreso Judío Mundial (CJM), la organización que encabezó en los noventa la lucha por la restitución de propiedades expoliadas por la Alemania nazi y la devolución de haberes en cuentas dormidas desde la Segunda Guerra Mundial, cifra el valor de las propiedades judías abandonadas en los países árabes en más de 20.000 millones de dólares. 

"Nos expropiaron el negocio de mi padre -una gran imprenta- y nos quedamos sin poder trabajar", relató a Efe Levana Zamir, de 74 años y oriunda de Egipto. Zamir, que era aún niña cuando fue expulsada de El Cairo con el pretexto de que los miembros de su familia eran "sionistas enemigos", pasó por un campo de refugiados cerca de Marsella antes de radicarse en Israel. "Nos expulsaron de Egipto, nos quitaron todo, fuimos refugiados y hoy vivo en Israel", afirma. 

Un documento del CJM que define a estos judíos como "víctimas del conflicto árabe-israelí", tal y como lo son los refugiados palestinos que fueron o se vieron obligados al exilio en 1948 y 1967, cifra en más de 900.000 los judíos que vivían en países árabes en 1945, de los que hoy quedan unos 7.000, la mitad de ellos en Marruecos. Preguntado por Efe, Ayalón explicó que esos judíos, que en el caso de Iraq vivían allí desde hacía dos milenios, fueron "despojados de sus bienes, atacados, masacrados y expulsados", lo que, en su opinión, los convierte en "refugiados" como cualquier otro del mundo obligado a marcharse. 

"Fueron expulsados por decisiones tomadas a conciencia por los gobiernos de los países árabes, que organizaron pogromos, redadas, asesinatos.. y aprobaron leyes para despojar a los judíos de su nacionalidad", coincide con él Jerrold Nadler, congresista demócrata estadounidense participante en el encuentro. Un tercio de los judíos que residían en el mundo árabe hasta la década de los cincuenta se radicaron en Europa y América y los dos tercios restantes en Israel. 
Un hecho histórico que para la política palestina Hanán Ashrawi les despoja del derecho a autoproclamarse "refugiados", porque supone una contradicción con el principio más básico del sionismo sobre que Israel es el hogar nacional de los judíos. "Si ése es el caso, los que viven en Israel son ciudadanos de un hogar nacional particular, y por tanto el Estado no puede considerarlos refugiados", escribió hace unos días en un artículo de opinión. 

Para Ashrawi, que califica la analogía con el problema palestino de "cinismo" por parte de Israel, "no se puede ser repatriado y refugiado (..) al mismo tiempo". Nadler, que ha formulado varias leyes por el Congreso norteamericano para que EEUU equipare sus estatus, declaró a Efe que "el hecho de que Israel absorbiera a una parte de los refugiados judíos, lo que no hicieron los países árabes con los refugiados palestinos, (..) no significa que no tengan derecho a una compensación por la propiedad que les fue robada". 

"Es una cuestión de justicia", asegura el congresista, que no contempla la posibilidad de que ni los judíos ni los palestinos regresen a los hogares de los que se vieron despojados por el conflicto, sencillamente porque "la comunidad internacional reconoce el derecho a ser reubicados y compensados, no a ser repatriados". El problema de los refugiados palestinos es uno de los históricos obstáculos en la resolución del conflicto de Oriente Medio.

La palestinos demandan que sus cinco millones de refugiados dispersos por el mundo regresen a los hogares que dejaron en el hoy territorio de Israel, a lo que este país se niega porque -sostiene- alteraría completamente su constitución demográfica para dejar de ser el hogar nacional del pueblo judío. EFE elb/db/chs

http://www.aurora-israel.co.il/articulos/israel/Diplomacia/46975/
http://es.noticias.yahoo.com/israel-lanza-campa%C3%B1a-bienes-refugiados-jud%C3%ADos-mundo-%C3%A1rabe-161616915.html
http://noticias.terra.com.pe/internacional/israel-lanza-campana-por-bienes-de-los-refugiados-judios-del-mundo-arabe,e4c41c56a20b9310VgnVCM20000099cceb0aRCRD.html
http://www.que.es/ultimas-noticias/espana/201209101802-israel-lanza-campana-bienes-refugiados-efe.html
http://es-us.noticias.yahoo.com/video/esyvideo-1095461/israel-lanza-una-campana-por-los-bienes-de-los-refugiados-judios-del-mundo-arabe-30552889.html 

Summary translation

Israel has launched a campaign for the recovery of assets left back by "Jewish refugees" from Arab countries before or after Israel’s declaration of independence in 1948. Deputy FM Daniel Ayalon said that close to a million Jews were forced to leave these countries, and the value of the real estate they left behind was bigger than that of Palestinian refugees. 

The World Jewish Congress, the organization that during the 1990s spearheaded the restitution campaign for properties looted by Nazi Germany, values the abandoned Jewish property in Arab countries at more than 20 billion dollars. A WJC document defines these refugees as “victims of the Arab-Israeli conflict”, like the Palestinian refugees.

Netanyahu: “Israel debe llevar la justicia a los refugiados judíos”

Iton Gadol, Argentina
10 September 2012
Israel debe llevar a la justicia a los refugiados judíos de países árabes, dijo el primer ministro israelí, Benjamín Netanyahu, en comentarios en la conferencia internacional de Justicia por los Refugiados Judíos de Países Árabes ayer por la noche.

“El mundo árabe ha negado a los refugiados árabes por décadas y los ha usado como un ariete contra Israel, mientras que Israel, que nació como un estado nación, ha podido absorber y reacomodar a los refugiados judíos de los países árabes y convertirlos en ciudadanos productivos”, dijo.

El vice ministro de relaciones exteriores de Israel, Danny Ayalon, agregó que el gobierno israelí está poniendo “toda su fuerza” detrás del tema a pesar de las implicaciones que tiene en las negociaciones de paz con los palestinos.

“No tiene intenciones de poner obstáculos en las negociaciones – un proceso de paz verdadero debe tener una base histórica de verdad para poder sobrevivir”, dijo, en comentarios en la conferencia, organizada por el Congreso Judío Mundial, el Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores de Israel y el Ministerio de Ciudadanos de la Tercera Edad.

Una nueva investigación dada a conocer en la conferencia mostró que una mayor porción de los árabes israelíes (un 54%) en comparación con los judíos israelíes (48%) pensaba que el tema de los refugiados judíos debería ser tratado como el de los refugiados palestinos.
http://itongadol.com/noticias/val/65990/netanyahu-%E2%80%9Cisrael-debe-llevar-la-justicia-a-los-refugiados-judios.html 
Israel quer quantificar bens dos "refugiados judeus" do mundo árabe

EFE (Portuguese service), Spain
11 September 2012

Jerusalém, 11 set (EFE).- O governo israelense lançou nesta segunda-feira em Jerusalém uma campanha para quantificar os bens desapropriados dos judeus que foram expulsos ou se viram obrigados a abandonar os países árabes por causa da criação do Estado de Israel em 1948.
A campanha foi anunciada ontem pelo vice-ministro de Exteriores, Dani Ayalon, durante a conferência "Justiça para os Refugiados Judeus dos Países Árabes" e busca o reconhecimento internacional de um problema que Israel quer equiparar ao dos refugiados palestinos.
"Houve cerca de um milhão de refugiados judeus que foram expulsos antes e depois da Guerra de Independência de Israel", disse Ayalon em declarações à Agência Efe antes da conferência, da qual participaram representantes judeus de vários países.
Segundo o vice-ministro, "é preciso lembrar que os judeus deixaram muitos mais bens que os palestinos" e que se em um futuro acordo de paz falar-se "de uma solução para os refugiados e para as compensações, estas devem ser iguais para árabes e judeus".
O Congresso Judaico Mundial (CJM), a organização que liderou nos anos 90 a luta pela restituição de propriedades depredadas pela Alemanha nazista e pela devolução de fazendas em contas abandonadas desde a Segunda Guerra Mundial, avalia o valor das propriedades judias abandonadas nos países árabes em mais de US$ 20 bilhões.
"Expropriaram o negócio do meu pai e ficamos sem poder trabalhar", relatou à Efe Levana Zamir, de 74 anos e oriunda do Egito.
Zamir, que era ainda menina quando foi expulsa do Cairo com o pretexto que os membros de sua família eram "sionistas inimigos", passou por um campo de refugiados perto de Marselha antes de radicar-se em Israel.
"Fomos expulsos do Egito, nos tiraram tudo, fomos refugiados e hoje vivo em Israel", afirmou.
Um documento do CJM que define estes judeus como "vítimas do conflito árabe-israelense", como o são os refugiados palestinos que foram ou se viram obrigados ao exílio em 1948 e 1967, numera em mais de 900 mil os judeus que viviam em países árabes em 1945, dos quais hoje restam sete mil, a metade deles no Marrocos.
Perguntado pela Efe, Ayalon explicou que esses judeus, que no caso do Iraque viviam ali há dois milênios, foram "despojados de seus bens, atacados, massacrados e expulsos", o que, em sua opinião, os transforma em "refugiados".
"Foram expulsos por decisões tomadas conscientemente pelos governos dos países árabes, que organizaram batidas, assassinatos... e aprovaram leis para despojar os judeus de sua nacionalidade", completou Jerrold Nadler, congressista democrata americano que participou do encontro.
Um terço dos judeus que residia no mundo árabe até a década de 1950 se radicou na Europa e na América e os dois terços restantes em Israel.
Um fato histórico que para a política palestina Hanan Ashrawi não lhes permite o direito de se proclamar "refugiados", porque representa uma contradição com o princípio mais básico do sionismo sobre o qual Israel é o lar nacional dos judeus.
"Se este é o caso, os que vivem em Israel são cidadãos de um lar nacional particular, e, portanto, o Estado não pode considerá-los refugiados", escreveu há poucos dias em um artigo de opinião.
Para Ashrawi, que qualifica a analogia com o problema palestino de "cinismo" por parte de Israel, "não se pode ser repatriado e refugiado ao mesmo tempo".
Nadler, que formulou várias leis pelo Congresso americano para que os Estados Unidos equiparem seus status, declarou à Efe que "o fato de Israel ter absorvido uma parte dos refugiados judeus, o que não fizeram os países árabes com os refugiados palestinos, (..) não significa que não tenham direito a uma compensação pela propriedade que lhes foi roubada".
"É uma questão de justiça", assegurou o congressista, que não contempla a possibilidade de que nem judeus nem palestinos retornem aos lares dos quais foram expulsos pelo conflito, simplesmente porque "a comunidade internacional reconhece o direito de serem realocados e compensados, mas não repatriados".
O problema dos refugiados palestinos é um dos históricos obstáculos na resolução do conflito do Oriente Médio.
Os palestinos exigem que seus cinco milhões de refugiados dispersos pelo mundo retornem aos lares que deixaram no hoje território de Israel, ao que este país se nega porque alteraria completamente sua constituição demográfica. 
http://noticias.bol.uol.com.br/internacional/2012/09/11/israel-quer-quantificar-bens-dos-refugiados-judeus-do-mundo-arabe.jhtm 

Israël réclame la "justice pour les réfugiés juifs des pays arabes"

Agence France Presse, France
10 September 2012 14:52 GMT

Israël a réclamé que "justice soit faite pour les réfugiés juifs des pays arabes", lors d'un colloque lundi à Jérusalem organisé par le ministère des Affaires étrangères et le Congrès juif mondial.

"Le gouvernement actuel est déterminé à rendre justice aux réfugiés juifs des pays arabes", a affirmé le Premier ministre israélien Benjamin Netanyahu, lors de l'ouverture du colloque dimanche soir.

Pour le vice-ministre israélien des Affaires étrangères Danny Ayalon, interrogé par l'AFP, le but de ce colloque est de "mettre la question des réfugiés juifs sur la scène internationale".

"Nous sommes mobilisés pour la justice et les droits de ces réfugiés qui ont dû quitter leur pays les mains vides et n'ont jamais été reconnus comme réfugiés par la communauté internationale", a ajouté M. Ayalon.

Le ministère israélien des Affaires étrangères a récemment lancé une campagne internationale intitulée "Je suis un réfugié" afin de faire connaître l'histoire des 850.000 Juifs forcés selon l'Etat hébreu de quitter les pays arabes et l'Iran depuis la création d'Israël en 1948.

Plusieurs parlementaires américains et européens participaient au colloque, à l'initiative du Congrès juif mondial, selon son directeur général, Dan Diker.

"Nous voulons que le monde comprenne que près de 900.000 Juifs ont été expulsés de leurs maisons, tués, spoliés et privés de leurs droits", a dit M. Diker.

La question du "droit au retour" des réfugiés palestiniens et de leurs descendants, soit quelque 5 millions de personnes, est l'une des pierres d'achoppement des négociations de paix israélo-palestiniennes, en jachère depuis un an.

Israël rejette cette revendication, estimant que ce droit ne pourrait s'appliquer que sur le territoire d'un futur Etat palestinien.

http://www.romandie.com/news/n/_Israel_reclame_la_justice_pour_les_refugies_juifs_des_pays_arabes25100920121841.asp
http://www.lorientlejour.com/category/Derni%C3%A8res+Infos/article/777245/Israel_reclame_la_%22justice_pour_les_refugies_juifs_des_pays_arabes%22.html 

http://fr.ejpress.org/article/nouvelles_hors_d%E2%80%99europe/46003 
Israelische Regierung führt Kampagne für jüdische Flüchtlinge aus arabischen Ländern

DieJuedische.at, Austria
10 September 2012

Von Jeremy SHARON - Jerusalem Post  

Der stellvertretender Außenminister Ayalon bezeichnet die Angelegenheit der jüdischen Flüchtlinge, die aus arabischen Staaten nach 1948 geflohen sind als ein "Kernproblem" in Gesprächen mit den Palästinensern. Das Auswärtige Amt Israels - zusammen mit dem World Jewish Congress und der Pensionistenministerium - verstärkt seine Kampagne, um auf die Frage der jüdischen Flüchtlinge und ihrer Forderungen auf diplomatischer Ebene aufmerksam zu machen.

Laut dem Außenministerium flohen mehr als 850.000 Juden aus arabischen Staaten ( das ist mehr als umgekehrt die palästinensischen Flüchtlinge) aus ihren Geburtsländern auf Grund der Verfolgung, die ihnen nach der Gründung des Staates Israel im Jahr 1948 zustieß. Viele hatten auch ihr Eigentum verloren.

Im Gespräch mit der Jerusalem Post am Montag, sagten der stellvertretender Außenminister Danny Ayalon und der stellvertretende Pensionistenministerin Lea Nass , daß die Regierung derzeit an der Fertigstellung von Plänen für einen nationalen Tag der Anerkennung für jüdische Flüchtlinge aus arabischen Ländern arbeite. Es ist auch geplant, ein Museum zu bauen, um die historischen Ereignisse dieser Gemeinschaften sowie ihr kulturelles Erbe zu dokumentieren; Zeugenaussagen von Tausenden von Flüchtlingen würden gesammelt und das Thema auf der diplomatischen Bühne gebracht.

Ayalon wies auch die Gesetzgebung der Knesset aus dem Jahr 2010 hin, die jede Regierung in Friedensverhandlungen mit den Palästinensern verpflichte, die Frage der Entschädigung für jüdische Flüchtlinge als Teil einer endgültigen Friedenslösung einzubringen. "Dies ist eine der zentralen Fragen", der stellvertretende Minister. "Es ist nicht getrennt von anderen Fragen und sicher, wenn es um Verhandlungen geht, wird es Bestandteil der Flüchtlingsfrage als Ganzes."

Ayalon bestritt, dass die Kampagne entwickelt wurde, um den Friedensprozess zu behindern, und fügte hinzu, Israel wäre in jeden Fall solchen Vorwürfen ausgesetzt. "Sie sagen, wir sind nicht bereit für den Frieden sowieso, aber das ist kein Grund, nicht zu tun, was gerecht und richtig für Hunderte von Tausenden von Menschen ist", sagte er. "Das ist kein Grund, nicht in einen Spiegel vor der ganzen Welt, insbesondere den arabischen Ländern die Wahrheit zu zeigen."

Ayalon betonte auch , dass israelisch-palästinensischen Verhandlungen das richtige Forum für die Förderung der Rechte der jüdischen Flüchtlinge aus arabischen Ländern sei, und wies auf die Verknüpfung in historischen Präzedenzfälle nach Kriegen auf dem indischen Subkontinent und in Europa hin.

Er fügte hinzu, dass ein Teil der Vorschläge in der arabischen Friedensinitiative darauf hindeutet, dass eine israelische Lösung mit den Palästinensern Frieden und Normalisierung mit der ganzen arabischen Welt zu bringen hat, dies bedeutet, dass die jüdischen Flüchtling ein Teil einer Gesamtlösung sind.

Der Pensionistenministerium, dem die Verantwortung für das Thema im Jahr 2009 gegeben wurde, hat die Sammlung der Dokumentation und von Zeugenaussagen von Flüchtlingen und ihren Nachkommen übernommen. Nass erklärte, dass es von entscheidender Bedeutung, für die Geschichte der Flüchtlinge sei, die, weitgehend in Vergessenheit geraten war. "Das jüdische Volk hat in arabischen Ländern sein Eigentum hinter sich gelassen und seine Geschichte", sagte Nass. "Es ist in unserer Religion wichtig in erster Linie die Geschichte zu erzählen. Die Geschichte ist verschwunden, und wenn wir diese Leute zu treffen drücken sie große Schmerzen aus , weil sie die Geschichte nicht früher erzählt haben. "

Das Ministerium hat 20.000 Dokumente im Zusammenhang mit den jüdischen Flüchtlingen digitalisiert und wird nächste Woche aktiv beginnen, weitere diesre Dokumente und Zeugenaussagen zu sammeln, in Abstimmung mit verschiedenen Interessengruppen, der Juden aus arabischen Ländern. Das Projekt mit dem Namen "Ich bin ein Flüchtling" und mit einem anfänglichen Budget von NIS 2 Millionen, fordert Flüchtlinge und ihre Nachkommen sich zu melden und ihre Geschichten, Dokumente, Bilder und andere Aufzeichnungen zur Verfügung zu stellen , um ein Archiv ähnlich wie in Yad Vashem für die Opfer des Holocaust zu erstellen.

World Jewish Congress (WJC) Generalsekretär Dan Diker lobte die Zusammenarbeit des Außenministeriums und dem Pensionistenministerium. Es sei notwendig die Aufmerksamkeit der Weltöffentlichkeit auf dieses Thema zu lenken. "Diese Regierung, zusammen mit dem WJC, widmet diesem Problem als einem globalen jüdische Projekt höchste Dringlichkeit", sagte er. "Wir bestehen auf unseren Rechten, und wir genug sagen, ist genug".

Das Auswärtige Amt und die WJC inszeniert ein Medienereignis am Sitz der Vereinten Nationen in New York im September um diplomatische Aufmerksamkeit zu erlangen. Es wird mit dem Beginn der UN-Vollversammlung zusammen mit dem Pensionistenministerium auch eine internationale Konferenz im September unter dem Titel "Gerechtigkeit für jüdische Flüchtlinge aus arabischen Ländern" abhalten.  

http://www.juedische.at/TCgi/_v2/TCgi.cgi?target=home&Param_Kat=3&Param_RB=5&Param_Red=15153 
http://israswiss.wordpress.com/2012/09/10/israelische-regierung-fuhrt-kampagne-fur-judische-fluchtlinge-aus-arabischen-landern/ 
Israel verlangt Gerechtigkeit für jüdische Flüchtlinge

Israel Heute, Israel
31 August 2012

Israels Vize Außenminister Danny Ayalon hat von der UN gefordert, dem Schicksal der jüdischen Flüchtlinge aus arabischen Ländern endlich Beachtung zu schenken. Eine Sitzung soll diesbezüglich einberufen werden, mit dem Ziel, vor allem jüdische Besitzrechte in den ehemaligen Heimatländern zu regeln. Das israelische Außenministerium schätzt, dass zwischen 1948 und 1951 ungefähr 850.000 Juden aus arabischen Ländern vertrieben wurden, wobei sie damals Vermögen im Wert von etwa umgerechnet 5,5 Millionen Euro verloren haben, heute sind es schon fast fünf Milliarden Euro.
Die meisten der Flüchtlinge aus dieser Zeit wurden von Israel aufgenommen, heute stellen sie etwa die Hälfte der Bevölkerung dar. Jahrzehnte wurde dieses Thema nicht angesprochen, da man sich nur auf die arabischen Flüchtlinge aus Israel konzentrierte. Aber die Zahl der jüdischen Flüchtlinge ist in etwa gleich hoch wie die der Arabischen, die man auf 800.000 schätzt. Während die jüdischen Flüchtlinge jedoch im Land ihrer Brüder aufgenommen und integriert wurden, hausen die arabischen immer noch in Flüchtlingslagern im Westjordanland, Jordanien und dem Libanon.
Das lange Schweigen Israels zu diesem Thema zeigt, dass das Land keine weitere Hürde für den Frieden mit seinen arabischen Nachbarn aufstellen wollte. Für die andere Seite ist das Flüchtlingsthema jedoch von zentraler Bedeutung, vom „Recht auf Rückkehr“ aller geflohenen Araber aus Israel wird nicht im geringsten abgerückt, obwohl die Palästinenserführung genau weiß, dass Israel niemals die mittlerweile vier Millionen Araber ins Land aufnehmen wird.
http://www.israelheute.com/Nachrichten/tabid/179/nid/24846/Default.aspx 
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