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Editorial

In this issue

This issue of Interfaith Update was compiled just 
after the beginning of year 5772, and we came 
across the following article around the time of Suk-
kot. It contains more than a reflexion on Sukkot, 
it is a moment of opportunity to meditate about 
the place of religion and nature of faith, a reflexion 
always needed when are looking for dialogue and 
respect with the others.
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Jewish Views on 
Religious Freedom

“Jews have long supported the separation of church 
and state as integral to protecting the religious free-
dom of all. In fact, many students of American Jew-
ish life believe that the struggle to expand the sepa-
ration of church and state in the U.S. is one of the 
greatest contributions Jews have rendered to the 
enlargement of American freedom. Neither biblical 
mandates nor rabbinic rulings completely explain the 
Jewish community’s strong commitment to religious 
freedom and the separation of church and state. 
Rather, it is historical experience that demonstrates 
that the Jewish people suffered religious persecution 
in the past when governments were controlled by a 
particular religion. As citizens, of course, we accept 
and respect the laws of the land, including those 
laws that include provisions of which we were and 
are apprehensive. However, we reaffirm our long-
established position that the principle of the separa-
tion of church and state is best for both church and 
state and is indispensable to the preservation of the 
spirit of religious liberty. Through history, we have 
learned that both religion and state flourish best 
when they remain separate. In the United States, 
for example, Jews have long been free to pursue our 
faith and to organize our communal lives, equal un-
der law and in practice, without government inter-
ference. America, through its Constitution, created 
a system of religious liberty that has proven to be 
generally fair and effective, one that American Jews 
wish to preserve. Some suggest that government 
support for religion should be permitted as long as 
no religion is favoured over another and no citizen 
is forced to participate in any particular religion - or 
in any religion at all. However, the weight of evi-
dence suggests the forefathers considered and re-
jected this approach. Even benign, non-coercive en-
dorsements of religion make outsiders of those who 
are non-adherents of the endorsed faith. A proper 
interpretation of the Establishment Clause ensures 
that one’s standing in the political community is not 
affected by one’s standing in the religious commu-
nity. Any program that permits religious schools to 
receive public funds is poor public policy and cer-
tainly invites legal challenges. A central principle of 
the First Amendment’s Establishment Clause is that 
members of particular faiths, and not the govern-
ment, should fund religious institutions. Govern-
ment funding for religious education undermines the 
First Amendment and harms religious liberty. When 
vouchers are used toward expenses related to re-
ligious school education, they become an indirect 
government funding of sectarian institutions. The 
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increasing religious pluralism in the United States 
beckons American Jews to turn our heritage of re-
ligious liberty and church-state separation heritage 
into a legacy. The Founders aspiration - that reli-
gion should involve a voluntary response and 
that government should remain neutral toward 
religion - must be converted into practical reality. 
More than 200 years ago, Daniel Carroll of Mary-
land declared that “the rights of conscience are ... 

of particular delicacy and will little bear the gentlest 
touch of governmental hand.” Carroll’s lofty view of 
conscience captures our understanding of our past 
and guides our vision of the future.

America’s embrace of religious liberty has produced 
the most religiously pluralistic nation in history. The 
success of that bold experiment in liberty cannot be 
denied, but its future is always at risk”.

Source: Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 2013

International Jewish 
Committee on Interreligious 
Consultations

On 20 March 2013 Betty Ehrenberg WJC US North 
America Executive Director attended the audience 
with Pope Francis I in Rome with the religious groups 
representing IJCIC together with Professor Lawrence 
Schiffman Chairman of IJCIC.

On 10 April 2013 IJCIC Nominating Committee 

International Council of Christians and Jews

Official website of the organisation: http://www.
iccj.org/Home.60.0.html
The Conselho de Fraternidade Cristão-Judaico, the 
Brazilian CCJ in February 2013 ended the period 
for the coordinating group. The CFJC in 2012 cel-
ebrated its 50 years. It was founded in 1962 by 
Camilian PriestFather Calixto Vendrame, by Sister 
Alda of Notre Dame de Sion and by Hella Moritz of 
the Jewish Community of São Paulo, who later, in 
1969, joined the World Jewish Congress working for 
the President Nahum Goldmann.
In the end of February 2013 ICCJ published a “Re-

port on Discussion of the “Israel/Palestine Con-
flict” and its impact on Jewish-Christian Dialogue”. 
http://www.iccj.org/Media.4077.0.html
On 18 March 2013 the ICCJ Executive Board made a 
statement on the election of Pope Francis I.  http://
www.iccj.org/Pope_Francis__friend_of_Jewish-
Christian_dialogue.4119.0.html? In this communi-
qué ICCJ announced its next conferences in 2014 
will be held in Buenos Aires (Argentina) and in 
2015 in Rome (Italy), as ICCJ is hoping to increase 
its cooperation with the Holy See and the Catholic 
Church.

nominated Betty Ehrenberg, WJC US North Amer-
ica Executive Director, for the next IJCIC term of 
Chair to start July 1, 2013. The Nomination will be 
officially ratified at the next meeting on 13 May 
2013. The nomination of Betty Ehrenberg increas-
es the WJC and reinforces the interfaith work of 
the WJC .
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In February 2013 Justin Welby, the new Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, met with Chief Rabbi Lord 
Jonathan Sacks. During the meeting the two lead-
ers reaffirmed the importance of The Council of 
Christians and Jews (CCJ); they also conversed 
about the state of the Holy Land with respect to 
Jewish-Christian relationships, with the Archbishop 
affirming the importance of the State of Israel for 
the Jewish community in the UK and in the wider 
world.
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/acns/news.
cfm/2013/2/7/ACNS5307

World Council of Churches

Russian Orthodox Church Church of England

The WCC announced the next interfaith course for 
30 young people: Jews, Christians and Muslims. 
The course will be in Bossey (Switzerland) in Au-
gust 2013.

In mid-March 2013 Ms. Lucia Faltin was elected as 
Chair of the Slovak CCJ.  She is vice-President of 
the Slovak Government Council on Human Rights, 
Ethnic Minorities and Gender Equality and she spent 

12 years helping to foster the Cambridge-based 
Centre for the Study of Jewish–Christian Relations 
as well as serving on the Executive of International 
Council of Christians and Jews.

Archbishop Welby and Chief Rabbi Lord Sacks at Lambeth Palace

From 13 to 15 March 2013 Sergey Stepashin, head 
of Russia’s Account Chamber, conducted a working 
visit in the territory of the Palestinian Authority in 
his capacity as chairman of the “Imperial Orthodox 
Palestinian Society”.  One part of the visit was the 
placing of the foundation stone for a new school 
in Bethlehem in which the Russian language will 
be taught. https://mospat.ru/en/2013/03/19/
news82524/

On 5 April 2013 the Patriarch Sviatoslav Shev-
chuk, head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
(UGCC), Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk met with 
Melkite Greek Catholic Church and other repre-
sentative of Christian Churches in Israel, to dis-
cuss the possibilities of increasing the presence of 
UGCC in Israel.

Ukrainian Orthodox Church

The description of the next course and the applica-
tion form can be viewed at the WCC official website 
http://www.oikoumene.org/en/news/events/ev/
se/article/1634/building-an-interfaith-co-3.html

Religious Freedom
In March 2013 ignoring domestic protests and op-
position from the European Union and the United 

States, the Hungarian parliament voted to amend 
the nation’s constitution. Many international ob-
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Jerusalem and Holy Land

From 07-11 March 2013 the Holy Land Commission 
of the Grand Magisterium of the Equestrian Order 
of the Holy Sepulchre visited several projects of the 
Latin Patriarchate supported in the Holy Land by the 
Grand Magisterium. Father Humam Khzouz, General 
Administrator of the Patriarchate accompanied them 
to the sites. http://en.lpj.org/2013/03/19/grand-
magisterium-visits-patriarchate-sites/

The Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, Mgr. Fouad Twal and 
President Shimon Peres invited Pope Francis to visit 

the Holy Land. Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
said he hoped Pope Francis will meet him in Jerusa-
lem next year to mark the 50th anniversary of the 
famous embrace between their predecessors, Paul 
VI and Patriarch Athenagoras. If Pope Francis were 
to visit Jerusalem in 2014, it would also mark the 
fifth anniversary of Benedict XVI’s visit to the Holy 
Land. http://members4.boardhost.com/acnaus/
msg/1363936265.html and http://www.terrasanta.
net/tsx/index.jsp

On 31 March 2013 President Abbas signed an agree-
ment with King Abdullah regarding the protection of 
Muslim, Christian holy sites in Jerusalem. http://www.
ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4362531,00.html 
and http://www.algemeiner.com/2013/03/31/pa-
jordan-sign-jerusalem-holy-sites-agreement/

In mid-April 2013, the Christian Palestinian Professor, 
Hanna Issa, published the first results of his study 
concerning the Christian population in the Holy Land. 
According to his study, the presence of Christians in 
the Palestinian territories is diminishing and in fact 
the percentage of Christians living in the Palestin-
ian territories has reduced between the year 2000 
and today, falling from 2% to 1% in the space of 13 
years. http://vaticaninsider.lastampa.it/en/world-
news/detail/articolo/tierra-santa-terra-santa-holy-
see-cristiani-christians-cristianos-24028/

Jerusalem, Part of the Madaba Mosaic, map of 6th century

servers reported : “the worry of the end of religious 
freedom as faith groups need parliamentary ap-
proval to be recognized as churches” “Among the 
requirements is their collaboration with the state.”

On 18 March 2013 an article about religious free-
dom in Egypt appeared on the Catholic Online 
website -  http://www.catholic.org/printer_friendly.
php?section=Cathcom&id=50174

0n 18 march 2013 Forward published a comment 
about religious freedom as the new right of families in 
the western societies (especially in the USA) http://
forward.com/articles/173100/the-movement-to-
rebrand-discrimination-as-religiou/?p=all

On 21 March 2013 Worthy News published infor-
mation about the changes made in Hungary con-
cerning the Constitution and in relation to religious 
freedom,http://www.worthynews.com/12198-
hungarian-constitutional-changes-threaten-its-
religious-freedom
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Jewish-Muslim Relations

In mid-March 2013 it was announced that the an-
cient Jewish cemetery in Amsterdam (the Nether-
lands) has been reopened after almost 70 years of 
neglect, thanks to help from Moroccan and Jewish 
youths who renovated it.

http://www.haaretz.com/jewish-world/jewish-
world-news/one-of-europe-s-oldest-cemeteries-
r e open s -w i t h - he l p - o f -mo r o c c an - j ew i s h -
youths-1.510225

The official website of the FFEU : http://www.ffeu.
org
The FFEU announced the date of next Weekend of 
Twinning 15-17 November 2013
On occasion of Passover Rabbi Marc Schneier and 
Russell Simmons, president and chairman respec-
tively of the Foundation For Ethnic Understanding, 
together wrote an article as a message of peace. 
The article recalls: “Since 2007, the two of us, a 
Jew and an African-American, have been working 
through the Foundation for Ethnic Understanding 
(FFEU) to build ties of communication, reconcilia-
tion and cooperation between Jews and Muslims in 
the United States and around the world. We have 
undertaken this challenge as a logical extension of 
the work we have been doing for over 20 years in 
strengthening black-Jewish relations. The African-
American community plays a large part in our Jew-
ish-Muslim work since a considerable percentage of 
African-Americans today are Muslim”http://www.
huffingtonpost.com/rabbi-marc-schneier/passover-
a-timeless-message-for-african-americans-and-
jews_b_2924751.html?view=print&comm_ref=false

Foundation For 
Ethnic Understanding

Jewish-Christian-Muslim 
Relations

On the first week of April 2013 A delegation of Imams 
from Israel participated in an official visit to France 
to meet with leaders of the Jewish and Muslim com-
munities http://www.ejpress.org/article/65880#

the Israeli delegation and the French hosts

On 18 March 2013 it was announced that a new 
website proposing insights into Jewish, Christian 
and Muslim views on themes enhanced by the Exo-
dus will be created. The link for the website is www.
exodusconversations.org . The project was funded in 
part by the Henry Luce Foundation and sponsored by 
the Interfaith Center of New York.

The first interfaith conversation on the website was 
around the “Passover Haggadah”.
On 20 March 2013 in Rye (USA) 30 locals, mem-
bers from the three Abrahamic faith communities 
got together to analyze the theme of the Exodus 
from Egypt – a story common to all three faith tra-
ditions. http://whiteplains.patch.com/articles/local-
muslims-christians-and-jews-to-hold-interfaith-
discussion-of-the-exodus

Moriah, www.avnermoriah.com
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Jewish-Christian Relations
Election of Pope Francis I 
On 13 March 2013 Cardinal Jorge Maria Bergoglio, 
Archbishop of Buenos Aires (Argentina) was chosen 
by the College of Cardinals as Pope. WJC President 
Ronald Lauder welcomed the election of Cardinal 
Bergoglio on behalf of World Jewish Congress saying 
“Pope Francis I is no stranger to us. In recent years 
he attended many inter-faith events co-organized by 
the WJC and our regional affiliate, the Latin Ameri-
can Jewish Congress. I personally met with him in 
Buenos Aires in June 2008. He always had an open 
ear for our concerns. By choosing such an experi-
enced man, someone who is known for his open-
mindedness, the cardinals have sent an important 
signal to the world”.
WJC President Ronald Lauder’s statement on the 
election of Pope Francis I can be viewed here:

h t tp : / /www.wor ld jew i shcongress .o rg/en/
news/13283/statement_by_wor ld_jewish_
congress_president_ronald_s_lauder_on_the_
election_of_a_new_pope?print=true

ht tp: / /www.wor ld jew i shcongress .o rg/en/
news/13297/jews_find_early_signs_from_pope_
francis_encouraging

Claudio Epelman, Director of the Latin American 
Jewish Congress, represented the WJC at the cer-
emony of the beginning of the Pontificate of Pope 
Francis I, in St Peter’s Square on 19 March 2013.
On 20 March 2013 Pope Francis I received a spe-
cial audience with Christian non-Catholic leaders as 
well as Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, Sikh and 
Jain delegations that had attended his inauguration 
a day earlier. Betty Ehrenberg WJC North American 
Director and Claudio Epelman Latin American Jewish 
Congress Executive Director were part of the Jewish 
Delegation. After the meeting, Pope Francis received 
Claudio Epelman in a separate and private audience. 
During the audience Pope Francis I recalled Nostra 
Aetate and also promised to raise the interfaith dia-
logue that began with the Nostra Aetate: “I thank 
you for your presence and trust that with the help of 
the Almighty, we can continue that fruitful fraternal 
dialogue that the Council wished for,” he said. “And 
that it is actually achieved, bringing many fruits, es-
pecially during the last decades.”

JPost 19.03.2013 comment the presence of the 
Jewish delegation at the inauguration of Francis I. 
http://www.jpost.com/LandedPages/PrintArticle.
aspx?id=306984

Press Clippings with comments on world Jewry and 
especially on WJC President Lauder, with respect to 
the election of Francis I.Pope Francis I, born Jorge Maria Bergoglio, is the 

first non-European Pope. Francis I comes from a 
country where there are 230,000 Jews among an 
overall population of 37 million people, of whom 80 
per cent have declared themselves as Catholic. In 
2004 as Cardinal Archbishop of Buenos Aires, he 
delivered a major address at a meeting of Interna-
tional Catholic-Jewish Liaison Committee in Buenos 
Aires on the theme Tzedeq and Tzedeqa (Justice and 
Charity) and encouraged all participants to visit the 
site of the bombing of AMIA.
The WJC website, together with the WJC Presi-
dents welcomes Pope Francis I. http://www.
worldjewishcongress.org/en/news/13282/lauder_
new_pope_francis_is_a_man_of_dialogue_

Buenos Aires June 2008 WJC President Ronald Lauder 
meet Cardinal Bergoglio

Jewish delegation at the Pope’s audience, by Osservatore Romano

Caridnal Jorge Maria Bergolgio, WJC President Ronald S. Lauder 
and Claudio Epelman, Buenos Aires, June 2009
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The Guardian 13.03.2013 http://www.guardian.
co.uk/world/2013/mar/13/obama-jorge-bergoglio-
pope-francis

Ynet News 14.03.2013 reporting the welcome 
of world Jews http://www.jweekly.com/article/
full/68009/new-pope-has-solid-relationships-with-
argentinas-jewish-community/

JPost 14.03.2013 http://www.jpost.com/
JewishWorld/JewishNews/Article.aspx?id=306351

Jta 18.03.2013 http://www.jta.org/news/
article/2013/03/18/3122391/jews-find-early-signs-
from-new-pope-francis-encouraging

Catholic Herald 18.03.2013 reported that Pope 
Francis has said he plans renewed collaboration to 
more Catholic-Jewish relations and wishes to partici-
pate to a world where all people live in harmony with 
the “will of the Creator”. http://www.catholicherald.
co.uk/news/2013/03/18/pope-francis-promises-
renewed-collaboration-with-jewish-people/

Forward 18.03.2013 http://forward.com/
articles/173180/pope-francis-makes-good-first-
impression-on-jews/

Interview with Claudio Epelman, Director of Latin 
American Jewish Congress about his long friend-
ship with Cardinal Bergoglio, in Times of Israel 
18.03.2013 http://www.timesofisrael.com/our-
christmas-dinners-with-the-pope/

Cardinal Jorge Maria Bergoglio and Claudio Epelman, 
Buenos Aires, June 2009

On 13 March 2013, the same day of his election, 
Francis I sent a personal message to Rome’s Chief 

Rabbi Dr. Riccardo Di Segni, emphasizing his de-
sire to foster Catholic-Jewish relations. Chief Rab-
bi Dr. Di Segni responded with a letter saying that 
the election of Francis “gives us the hope that the 
path of friendship, respect and productive collabo-
ration will continue.” http://www.huffingtonpost.
com/2013/03/15/pope-francis-jews_n_2883560.
html

Tablet 20.03.2013 - an analysis the role of the Je-
suits in the Jewish-catholic dialogue, remembering 
the role of another Jesuit Father, Cardinal Augus-
tin Bea, who in Council Vatican II, was the promot-
er of Nostra Aetate, the document which changed 
the religious relations between Jews and Catho-
lics. http://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-news-and-
politics/127310/is-a-jesuit-good-for-the-jews#

Ynet 20.03.2013 - “Pope Francis lauded for inter-
faith dialogue” - interview with Argentinian Jewish 
leaders predicting their friend will continue to pro-
mote warm relations between Catholicism and other 
faiths during his pontificate.

Robert Zaretsky, Professor of history at The Honors 
College at the University of Houston, (USA) in the 
Forward 29.03.2013 published a reflexion about 
the Catholic Church and its relations with dictator-
ships and Jews during the time of the Vichy Regime 
in France and the Videla regime in Argentina. http://
forward.com/articles/173315/pope-francis-the-
dirty-war-and-the-jews/?p=all

A book on topics important to Judaism and Catholi-
cism co-written by Pope Francis and a rabbi from Ar-
gentina will be translated into English. “On Heaven 
and Earth: Pope Francis on Faith, Family and the 
Church in the 21st Century,” will be available in the 
United States and Canada on 7 May 2013, according 
to its publisher, Image Books.

Rabbi David Rosen, AJCom Director released an 
interview on 21 March 2013 to the Catholic press 
agency Zenit on the Pontiff’s Role in Interfaith Di-
alogue. http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/rabbi-
david-rosen-jewish-catholic-relationship-will-be-
important-focus-of-francis-pontificate

On 28 March 2013 the Jewish Week focused on 
Rome’s Chief Rabbi Dr. Riccardo Di Segni analys-
ing the relations between Jews and the Catholic 
Church. http://www.thejewishweek.com/news/
international-news/romes-chief-rabbi-spotlight
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At the end of February 2013, during his visit in Cam-
bridge (UK) for a lecture programme at the Woolf In-
stitute which also featured Chief Rabbi Lord Jonathan 
Sacks, Cardinal Kurt Koch, President of the Commis-
sion for the Religious Relations with the Jews, con-
firmed that the dialogue between Jews and Catholic 
is not a “not the private idea of this pope or another, 
but an established commitment of the Church” af-
ter Nostra Aetate. http://www.thejc.com/news/uk-
news/102894/papal-ties-jews-remain-strong’

The official website of the Woolf Institute dedi-
cated to Interfaith Dialogue: http://www.woolf.cam.
ac.uk/

This link of the Woolf Institute provides all the in-
formation about Lord Sack’s and Cardinal Kock’s lec-
tures: http://www.woolf.cam.ac.uk/events/Details?
year=2013&month=2&day=26

On 25 March 2013 in Siena (Italy) Cardinal Gianfran-
co Ravasi, President of the Pontifical Council of Cul-
ture was awarded with the Prize “Italians for Israel” 
from the Association Friendship “Italy-Israel”. Pres-
ent at the ceremony were  the Ambassador of Israel 
to Holy See, H.E. Zion Evrony; the Archbishop of 
Siena, Mgr. Antonio Buoncristiani and the President 
of the Association. Cardinal Ravasi was awarded for 
his effort to increase the Jewish-Catholic dialogue.

On 25 March 2013 in Krakow (Poland) the Jewish 
Community Center organised a Seder with Jews and 
non-Jews led by the son of the city’s Chief Rabbi, 
David Pash. http://www.jpost.com/LandedPages/
PrintArticle.aspx?id=307811
A common passion for studying and interpreting 
Scripture helped inspire Rabbi Rami Shapiro and 
Baptist pastor  Rev Michael Smith to write the in-
coming “Reverend and the Rabbi” series of books on 

Other news

Israel & Vatican Relations

On 25 March 2013 Pope Francis sent a telegram to 
Rome’s Chief Rabbi Dr. Riccardo Di Segni to mark the 
feast of Pesach. The English edition of Radio Vaticana 
provided the translation of the text of the telegram: 
http://en.radiovaticana.va/news/2013/03/25/
pope_francis:_passover_telegram_to_jewish_
community_(full_text)/en1-676681

Articles on the message of the Pope for Pesach: 

Ynet 25.03.2013 http://www.ynetnews.com/
articles/0,7340,L-4360869,00.html;  

the algemeiner 25.03.2013 http://www.
algemeiner.com/2013/03/25/obama-pope-extend-
passover-greetings-to-jewish-community/ ; 

Zenit 25.03.2013 http://www.zenit.org/en/
articles/pope-s-note-to-chief-rabbi-of-rome-for-
feast-of-passover; 

The Jerusalem Post 25.03.2013 http://www.jpost.
com/Jewish-World/Jewish-News/Obama-Pope-wish-
Jewish-community-a-happy-Passover-307712

the Bible. Rev Michael Smith and Rabbi Shapiro live 
in Tennessee (USA).

On 15 March 2013 the Chief Rabbinate of Israel 
made a statement on the election of Francis I as 
Pope, http://www.theyeshivaworld.com/news/
General+News/161165/Chief-Rabbinate-of-Israel-
Statement-on-the-Accession-of-Pope-Francis.html

President of Israel Shimon Peres welcomed the elec-
tion of Francis I as Pope  http://www.jpost.com/
LandedPages/PrintArticle.aspx?id=306412
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Pius XII

SSPX and Bishop 
Richard Williamson

The election of Francis I as Pope also provided oc-
casion of new reflections on the issue of Pius XXI 
and the opening of the archives. On 20 March 2013 
The Jewish Week dedicated two articles focused on 
this issue: http://www.thejewishweek.com/editorial-
opinion/editorial/pope-francis-and-pius-archives and 
http://www.thejewishweek.com/news/international-
news/jewish-leaders-meet-pope-new-hopes-pius-xii-
archives

The Jewish Week on 03 April 2013 published an ar-
ticle about the complex relations between Pope Piux 
II and Jews during the time of Second World War. 
http://www.thejewishweek.com/features/new-york-
minute/wide-lens-pius-xiis-life

After the meeting with the Diplomatic Corps, H.E. 
Zion Evrony invited Pope Francis I to visit Israel. 
http://www.timesofisrael.com/israeli-ambassador-
meets-with-new-pope-formally-invites-him-to-israel/

On 30 April 2013 President Shimon Peres  meet with 
Pope Francis I. He was the first high-ranking Israe-
li official to meet with Pope Francis I since he was 
elected to head the Catholic Church in March.

On 15 April 2013 Bishop Bernard Fellay, superior 
of the Society of St. Pius X (SPPX), acknowledged 
that the traditionalist group has made no major 
progress toward settlement with the Holy See, de-
spite intensive parleys last year. In the April 2013 
message to SSPX members, Bishop Fellay said that 
the group’s relations with the Holy See are “essen-
tially unchanged”. Nevertheless, Bishop Fellay said 
that the confusion ended when it became clear that 
“reconciliation” between SSPX and Catholic Church 
would need the SSPX to recognize the validity of 
Vatican II teachings and liturgical reforms. The 
group “could not and we never can” consent that 
clause, Bishop Fellay declared.
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The Tony Blair Faith Foundation aims to promote re-
spect and understanding about the world’s major re-
ligions and show how faith is a powerful force for good 
in the modern world especially between young peo-
ple and in conflict areas, to increase this dimension 
of promotion of respect and sharing of experience. 
We indicate the blog section of the website of the 
Foundation where different voices are sharing their 
experiences. http://www.tonyblairfaithfoundation.
org/blog

On 8 March 2013 to mark International Women’s Day 
together with the Washington Post on Faith, the Tony 

On 06 March 2013 in Pasadena, California (USA) 
Jewish students from Sinai Akiba Academy in Los 
Angeles visited with Muslim students and participat-
ed in an “Etiquette of Democracy” workshop with 
civility sketches at New Horizon School as part of an 
interfaith exchange program.

Three Faiths Forum

Tony Blair 
Faith Foundation

Miscellanea

Blair Foundation ran a new series: Is Religion Good 
for Women? Experts from all religions contributed on 
the issue. http://www.tonyblairfaithfoundation.org/
news/2013/03/07

On 19 March 2013 a video-message was posted by 
Rabbi Dr. Naftali Brawer on Passover. http://www.
tonyblairfaithfoundation.org/news/2013/03/19’

On 10 April 2013 Katherine Marshall, senior fellow 
at Georgetown’s Berkley Center for Religion, Peace 
and World Affairs, discussed how religions work 
as global institutions following her studies pub-
lished in a recent book “Global Institutions of Re-
ligion: Ancient Movers, Modern Shakers”: http://
www.tonyblairfaithfoundation.org/blogpost/global-
institutions-religion-ancient-movers-modern-shakers

The official website of the 3FF http://www.
threefaithsforum.org.uk

Sir Sigmund Sternberg announced a new partner-
ship. After meeting with H.E. Witold Sobków, Am-
bassador of Poland who is ready to work with the 
3FF; Sir Sigmund hoped that an educational delega-
tion will come from Poland to visit the 3FF.  As a 
Minister at the Embassy in the 1990s, Ambassador 
Sobków was very helpful to Sir Sigmund in resolving 
the crisis with the Carmelite nuns at Auschwitz.

On 5 March 2013 Razia Iqbal, BBC Special Cor-
respondent, delivered a lecture on issues of faith, 
identity and the media to 200 people at City Hall. 
In the audience were: forty-five students of dif-
ferent faiths and beliefs taking part in Parlia-
Mentors, a leadership program run by intercul-
tural organization. 3FF.http://www.3ff.org.uk/
latest-news/bbc-correspondent-talks-stereotypes-
and-understanding-with-emerging-leaders.php

More about working on stereotypes; one of the 
group of 3FF ParliaMentors organized an exhibition 
in Cardiff “Made in Wales” to demonstrate human 
diversity in Wales. The challenge of the exhibition 
not only reflected the diversity in the country, but 
also analyzed stereotypes and represented achieve-
ments, so the positive side of people with many dif-
ferent backgrounds who find their place in Wales.

Razia Iqbal during the lecture at 3FF
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Press Articles on inter-faith issues

Books

The Huffington Post 13 March 2013 published an 
article about Berkley University and Duke Univer-
sity (USA) concerning the increasing number in the 
USA of no religious affiliation. These results echo 
some of the recent findings of the Pew Research 
Center released in October. See Pew report: http://
www.pewforum.org/Unaffiliated/nones-on-the-rise.
aspx#growth 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/03/13/
rel igion-america-decl ine-low-no-aff i l iat ion-
report_n_2867626.html?utm_hp_ref=religion

The Daily Mail on 30 March 2013 published an article 
about the American Jesuit, Father John LaFarge s.j. 
who worked with Pius XI, to write an encyclical about 
Jews’ extermination. Pius XI was set to launch a cam-
paign targeted at the racist movements infiltrating Eu-
rope with his encyclical, but he died in February 1939, 
and the document was never published by his suc-
cessor, Pius XII. http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/
article-2301297/The-tragic-missed-opportunity-
stop-Holocaust-New-book-reveals-American-Jesuit-
worked-Vatican-plot-saved-millions-Jews.html

The New York Book Review of Books 2013 April pub-

lished a text by the late Ronald Dworkin from his 
latest book to be published by Harvard University 
Press “Religion without God”; an aspect of mod-
ern Western culture and societies, which repre-
sents a challenge for the theistic religions. http://
www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2013/apr/04/
religion-without-god/?pagination=false

The Huffington Post 02 April 2013 published an 
article by Robert M. Randolph, Chaplain at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology “The Paradox 
of Interfaith Dialogue”. The article is a reconstruc-
tion of the Abrahamic dialogue inside University 
life since 1995 when the MIT Religious Life Center 
opened and where a Board of Chaplains was estab-
lished. It is also an analysis for the future interfaith 
work inside the MIT

Forward 08 April 2013 published an article by Me-
nachem Wecker, a Chicago-based writer on art and 
religion, on “Understanding Pope Francis’s surprising 
Affinity to Jewish Art”, because the Pope’s favourite 
artwork is Marc Chagall’s “White Crucifixion”, which 
portrays Jesus wearing a tallit instead of a waistcloth. 
http://forward.com/articles/174170/understanding-
pope-franciss-surprising-affinity-fo/?p=all

From 22 to 24 April 2013 in Kiev (Ukraine) the Third 
Annual Kiev Interfaith Forum took place. The confer-
ence and the Kiev Forum are the conceptions of MP 
Olexandr Feldman, president of the Ukrainian Jew-
ish Committee. Religious leaders from around the 
world, representing Judaism, Christianity, Islam, 
Zoroastrianism and Buddhism met at the Ukrainian 
Verkhovna Rada (Parliament) for one of the sessions 
of the Forum, despite rising levels of religious intol-
erance in the former communist nation and some 
political opposition. http://www.jpost.com/Jewish-
World/Jewish-News/Jewish-Ukrainian-MP-to-lead-
intl-interfaith-summit-308580

From 23-25 April 2013 in Doha (Qatar) the 10th 
Doha Conference for Interfaith Dialogue took place. 
The title of the conference was: “Best Practices in 
Interfaith Dialogue”.A moment of workshop in Pasadena school

Daniel S. Brown, A Communication Perspective 
on Interfaith Dialogue: Living Within the Abra-
hamic Traditions, Lexington Books, 2013

Peter Eisner, The Pope's Last Crusade: How an 

American Jesuit Helped Pope Pius XI's Cam-
paign to Stop Hitler, HarperCollins, 2013

Robert A. Ventresca, Soldier of Christ, The Life 
of Pope Pius XII, 2013, Belknap Press

Gordon Thomas, The Pope's Jews: The Vati-
can's Secret Plan to Save Jews from the Nazis, 
2012, Thomas Dunne


