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Thank you very much.   

Thank you, Ron, for that introduction.   

 

You provide outstanding leadership to an organization that is doing such important work.  

  

For nearly 80 years, the World Jewish Congress has helped protect Jewish communities around the 

world... worked to stamp out anti-Semitism wherever it still exists... and promoted understanding 

and friendship among people of all faiths. 

 

We are here this evening to honor two people who embody the values at the heart of your work -- 

justice, freedom, and human dignity: Elie and Marion Wiesel. 

 

When I was First Lady, Elie spoke at the White House as part of a lecture series leading up to the 

year 2000.   

 

On the eve of a new millennium, he reflected on a century marred by war, strife, and division.  

 

And despite the suffering that he had endured and witnessed, Elie was optimistic about our future -- 

so long as we guarded against indifference toward our fellow men and women.   

 

“Indifference,” he told us, “is more dangerous than anger and hatred.” 

 

Elie and Marion, through their work, their writings, and their own stories, have shown us what it 

means to overcome indifference.   

 

They’ve played a pivotal role in bringing the Shoah into the public consciousness.   

 

Elie’s own story of survival and those of others he’s helped tell, and has steeled the world’s resolve 

that such an atrocity can never be repeated. 

 

 

The Wiesels have worked to overcome indifference toward the suffering of oppressed and 

marginalized populations around the world: Soviet Jews, Miskito Indians, refugees from Cambodia, 

prisoners from the former Yugoslavia, victims of the genocide in Darfur. 

 

Looking toward the future, Elie and Marion have filled us with hope and optimism for a freer, more 

just world.   

 

They have shown us that by fostering understanding and compassion, we can leave behind the 

indifference of the past and the devastation that followed in its wake. 

 

They inspire us with their example.  

 

They bless us with their friendship.   

 

And they honor us with their presence tonight. 

 

Please welcome Elie and Marion Wiesel. 

 


