
RESOLUTION: 1409gb-4 
 

FIGHTING ANTI-SEMITSM IN EUROPE 
 
The Governing Board of the World Jewish Congress, meeting in Berlin on 15 
September 2014,  
 
NOTES with concern that anti-Semitic incidents surged in a number of European 
countries in the wake of Israel’s retaliatory military action against Hamas in Gaza;  
 
POINTS OUT that a comprehensive survey published last November by the Fundamental 
Rights Agency of the European Union on perceptions of anti-Semitism showed that many 
European Jews no longer feel safe or trust their law enforcement agencies to monitor or 
take action against expressions of Jew hatred; 
 
LAUDS the governments of many European countries which issued unequivocal 
condemnations of anti-Semitic incidents and pledged to act resolutely against any 
resurgence of hatred against Jews;  
 
RECOGNIZES in particular that Germany’s highest representatives attended a rally in 
Berlin against anti-Semitism this Sunday, but 
 
WELCOMES the public statements by German Chancellor Angela Merkel, condemning 
anti-Semitism in the most forthright terms; 
 
LAMENTS that many European countries are: not complying with international 
agreements in place with respect to combating anti-Semitism; not enacting necessary 
legislation to combat anti-Semitism; or not enforcing such legislation already in force.  
 
NOTES that a large number of anti-Semitic acts are either not reported or not 
categorized as anti-Semitic acts; 
 
CALLS ON the European Union’s Fundamental Rights Agency to reinstate the Working 
Definition of Anti-Semitism developed by the its predecessor, the European Union 
Monitoring Commission; 
 
URGES all states to use this definition for their enforcement agencies;  
 
CALLS ON the Council of Europe to ensure that during its inspection of member states’ 
compliance with European human rights conventions particular attention is paid to how 
governments have been combating anti-Semitism; 
 
URGES that all countries abide by their commitments in this field, in particular the 2004 
Berlin Declaration of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 
which requires states to monitor anti-Semitism, and subsequent agreements and 
declarations, and to use all possible means to enforce existing legislation, and in this 
context 
 
WELCOMES that the German government will host ministerial-level OSCE conference 
later this year to review the steps undertaken since the 2004 Berlin Declaration. 


