WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS

'ACTIONS ON IRAN' GLOBAL CAMPAIGN
INTRODUCTION

To coincide with the attendance of Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad at the 64th Session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in New York, the World Jewish Congress conducted a global campaign of 'Actions on Iran'. In the United States the WJC joined together with the Conference of Presidents of Major American Organizations and the United Jewish Communities on a number of initiatives. Around the world, WJC affiliated communities carried out similar actions. The WJC also launched an 'Online Iran Campaign', conceived of and implemented by the Brussels Office, which focused on a petition to UNGA members not to be present for Ahamadinejad's speech. Following is a brief description of these activities.

This Campaign demonstrated excellent teamwork and coordination between the WJC offices in New York and Brussels, all the regional affiliate offices, the WJC's World Jewish Diplomatic Corps and many of our affiliated communities. In a short time span, considerable results were achieved around the world.

ARGENTINA

The AMIA president and leaders of the association 'Family Members of the AMIA Victims' accompanied President Cristina Fernandez to New York for her speech to the UN General Assembly, and intervened concerning Ahmadinejad's presence at the UN.
AUSTRALIA

Australian Jewish Community made representations to Australian government to walk out on Ahmadinejad's speech.

AUSTRIA

Austrian Jewish Community held demonstration, in cooperation with 'Stop the Bomb' in front of the Opera House in Vienna on 23 September.

BELGIUM

Belgian Jewish Community held demonstration in front of the Iranian Embassy in Brussels, on 24 September.

CHILE

The Chilean Jewish community made representations to the Chilean government, following which the government of Chile denounced Ahmadinejad's latest Holocaust denial.
EURO-ASIA

The Euro-Asian Jewish Congress is an integral part of World Jewry which is why the Iran Issue is of major importance for the Congress in general and for the Jewish communities of the region in particular. Faced with this threat, EAJC stands together with the World Jewish Congress as a collective voice of the Jewish communities. EAJC actions of during 2009 included the following: 

January 2009 - EAJC President Alexander Machkevitch and Secretary General Mikhail Chlenov held met with UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon. During this meeting they discussed both the general situation in the Middle East and the Iranian Threat in particular. Machkevitch and Chlenov stated the position of the Jewish Communities of Eurasia on the subject. 

February 2009 - the EAJC held a conference in Kiev (Ukraine) on the new faces and challenges of modern Anti-Semitism where the Iranian threat was one of the topics discussed. 

March and April 2009- as a part of preparatory activities regarding the Durban II Conference,  the EAJC arranged a number of activities: Alexander Machkevitch addressed the heads of the Jewish Communities of the region urging them to contact their local governments and to state their position on the Conference clearly,  especially on the planned speech of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad . The EAJC issued an Appeal to the Governments of CIS countries calling them to boycott Ahmadinejad's speech. Mikhail Chlenov addressed the Russian mass media on the subject explaining the position of World Jewry. Linked to this, Mikhail Chlenov also met with officials involved in the Conference from the Ministries of the Foreign Affairs of the following countries: Russia, Ukraine, Armenia, Georgia, Moldova and Belarus. 

May 2009 - EAJC General Council Chairman Josef Zissels together with a NSCJ delegation met with Ukranian Foreign Minister Vladimir Khandogiy. Among other issues, they discussed the Iranian nuclear threat. In the same month, also together with a NCSJ delegation, EAJC Secretary General Mikhail Chlenov met with Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs Sergey Lavrov and discussed a number of international problems, including the situation in the Middle East and the resolution of the Iranian nuclear problem. 

June 2009 - EAJC Secretary General Mikhail Chlenov continued negotiations with the Russian Foreign Ministry and met with the Head of the Department of Middle East and North Africa, Sergey Vershinin to discuss numerous issues including Iran 

On a regular basis EAJC Secretary General Mikhail Chlenov runs weekly meetings for the Directors of Jewish organisations in Moscow on international and local issues including Iran, basing on materials provided by the WJC. Various articles in Russian and English on the Iranian threat including those provided by the WJC are published daily on EAJC web-site. 
FRANCE

Petition calling on governments to sanction the Iranian regime, arranged by French Jewish Community, was signed by French personalities, intellectuals and representatives of civil society. Among the signatories were: Xavier Bertrand, former minister, secretary-general of the UMP (president Sarkozy's political party); Rudy Salles, vice president of the French Parliament; Jean-François Cope, former minister, chairman of the UMP group at the French Parliament; Bertrand Delanoe, mayor of Paris, etc.
ITALY

Italian Jewish community made representations to the President of Parliament Gianfranco Fini, concerning Ahmadinejad.

LATIN AMERICA


In the framework of the WJC's global campaign, WJC-Latin America ran a campaign against the Iranian president's appearance before the UN General Assembly. The campaign included articles in the press (by Jews and non-Jews) denouncing Ahmadinejad and letters by Jewish community leaders sent to government officials and local UN representations in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Panama, and Paraguay condemning Ahmadinejad's presence at the UN.
NORWAY
Norwegian Jewish community met with UN Director at Ministry of Foreign Affairs and forwarded letter of protest.

SOUTH AFRICA

South African Jewish community held protest, together with Christian and B'hai communities, in Cape Town with attendance by African Christian Democratic Party Deputy Leader, in conjunction with WJC Word Jewish Diplomatic Corps.
SWITZERLAND

Representations made by Swiss Jewish community directly to Swiss Ambassador to UN.
THE NETHERLANDS

Dutch Jewish community issued statement regarding Ahmadinejad's speech.
USA
WJC-USA coordinated its efforts with the Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish Organizations (CoP), the United Jewish Communities and the Jewish Council for Public Affairs.
On 08 September, WJC and CoP held a special event for community leadership, hosted by Ronald Lauder at the Estee Lauder residence, in honor of the publication of Dr. Dore Gold's new book, "The Rise of Nuclear Iran." Dr. Gold gave a briefing on the failure of the international community to effectively take appropriate steps to prevent the escalation of Iran's nuclear activities. Among the dignitaries attending were Ambassador Gabriela Shalev, Ambassador of Israel to the UN; Ambassador Giulio Terzi di iSant'Agata, Ambassador of Italy to the UN; Ambassador Andrzej Towpik, Ambassador of Poland to the UN; Ambassador CG Phillip Scanlan of Australia; Ambassador CG Asaf Shariv of Israel; Mort Zuckerman of US News and World Report; and Lally Weymouth of Newsweek and the Washington Post, and others.

On 10 September WJC-USA participated in a 'fly-in' to Washington DC for a National Jewish Leadership Advocacy Day on Iran. This consisted of a full day of briefings and advocacy with White House and State Department officials, among them Amb. Dennis Ross and Amb. William Burns, and the leadership of the House and Senate. Numerous meetings on Capitol Hill were held with Congressmen and Senators as well with foreign ambassadors to Washington, to advocate for strengthened sanctions against Iran. Dr. Gold's aforementioned book "The Rise of Nuclear Iran" was sent in advance on behalf of the WJC and the CoP to each Congressman and Senator and delivered on that day.
During the UNGA week, WJC-USA participated in meetings with 35 world leaders, including heads of state and foreign ministers, in order to make the case for strengthened UN sanctions in the Security Council, for EU sanctions, and for bilateral sanctions on the part of individual countries. Countries were urged to be absent from or leave the General Assembly Hall during the speech of Ahmedinejad. Meetings were held with President Viktor Yuschenko of Ukraine, Prime Minister Recep Erdogan of Turkey, Foreign Minister Miguel Angel Moratinos of Spain, Foreign Minister Stephen Smith of Australia, Foreign Minister Frattini of Italy, Foreign Minister Lavrov of Russia, to name only a few. 
On 24 September WJC was a partner in the organization, publicity, and recruitment for the 'Stand for Freedom in Iran' rally across from the UN, attended by thousands of participants. The two and a half-hour rally was addressed by i.a. Governor David Paterson, Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel, former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani, MP Irwin Cotler, NYC Council President Christine Quinn, Christian leaders, and Iranian human rights spokespersons. In addition to the New York rally, parallel rallies and events were held in Chicago, Los Angeles, Baltimore, Miami, St. Louis, Washington DC, Phoenix, Denver, Pittsburgh, Rhode Island, Detroit, among others. 
VENEZUELA

The Venezuelan Jewish community issued a press release condemning the statements of Ahmadinejad at the UN.
WORLD JEWISH DIPLOMATIC CORPS

The members of the WJC's World Jewish Diplomatic Corps played a key role in supporting WJC actions around the world. This group of young, dynamic and motivated Jewish communal activists participated in, and helped with the planning and organisation of, many of the actions. The WJDC also prepared a report listing many of Iran’s human rights violations over the past several years and submitted it to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, ahead of the 7th Universal Periodic Review session scheduled for early 2010 (see summary version of this report attached).

ONLINE IRAN CAMPAIGN

From 10 – 25 September, the Brussels Office ran an 'Online Iran Campaign' on the WJC website: www.worldjewishcongress.org/iran_campaign/
The main focus of the Campaign was a Petition addressed to all UNGA members calling on the delegations to be absent from the UN Chamber when Ahmadinejad spoke. The entire site was launched in English and Spanish and the Petition was made available in English, French, German, Hebrew, Hungarian & Spanish.
Visitors were invited to write letters directly to their UN ambassadors. These letters were generated automatically by the site and sent by email.
Online polls were conducted in which visitors we able to express their opinions on various questions e.g. "Should Mahmoud Ahmadinejad be banned from speaking at the UN General Assembly?"
The site was constantly updated with news items, essays, Ahmadinejad's speeches, live streaming of the UNGA and video clips.

WJC–Latin America also ran a Spanish language internet-based campaign including three different actions: a flyer "De Fugitivo a Ministro" (From Fugative to Minister) against the new Iranian defence minister; a flyer and email "Join the boycott of Ahmadinejad at the United Nations" directing people to the WJC website and a video calling for the boycott of Ahmadinejad at the United Nations (1,000 downloads on the first day alone).
Over the two week period that the Online Campaign ran, the site had 43,000 visits from 197 countries/territories, with over 100,000 page-views. The petition attracted 11,000 signatures (from 142 countries) and was delivered to all 190 Ambassadors to the UN. Opinion polls were answered by 9,000 people, and the 'Write to your UN Ambassador' section generated 1,200 individual letters to 68 ambassadors. US Ambassador Rice, e.g., received 491 individual letters directly from site visitors.
The first phase of the Online Iran Campaign was closed on 26 September. The next phase will focus on calling for the implementation of tougher sanctions on Iran.
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