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MEMORANDUM
To:
Participants in the WJC Strategic Forum meeting of 19 October 2009
From:
Michael Schneider, WJC Secretary General
Date:
7 October 2009

Since the Plenary Assembly meeting in January the international political climate, has posed ever more challenges to the global Jewish condition. Israel’s very right to exist as a Jewish State is under insidious attack even from many non-Islamic quarters, most notably in the media and the internet. Israel is exposed not only to the hostility of traditional enemies in the Islamic world but also to changing expectations on the part of its friends, most notably the United States administration and some member states in the European Union. 
There is widespread clamoring for Israel to make significant concessions. Yet no-one has produced a peace formula that absolutely guarantees the survival of a Jewish State within secure and defensible borders among neighbors renowned for internecine fighting and political instability. Nor, in these circumstances, has it been shown how Hamas might be stopped from launching missiles from the Palestinian side if Jerusalem were to be divided.
Iran’s nuclear ambition looms large over the Middle East threatening not only Israel but also the status quo among its more moderate neighbors. Iran’s foreign adventures and massive oil reserves fuel Hamas and Hezbolla, and nurture Islamic radicalism among their young throughout the world. 

The United Nations is rifer than ever with members of despotic regimes in leadership positions, supported by non-Government organizations that are hostile to Israel. The Human Rights Council, in particular, consistently makes one sided judgments in favor of Israel’s neighbors. The noble aims of that body have been polluted by extremist forces, attacking Israel while paying scant attention to human rights violations, and abuses of power in their own countries. Goldstein’s report on Gaza rises in prominence to the highest echelons of governance, the Security Council, and threatens Israel’s ability to defend itself.

The aftermath of the Gaza expedition has resulted in a spike of anti-Semitism in the form of physical attacks, defacement of Jewish communal buildings and cemeteries and hate mail on the internet, most notably in Latin America, Europe, and in parts of the Former Soviet Union. The extreme Right has increased its representation in the European Union. Neo-Nazi bodies have become emboldened in several east-European countries, and anti-Semites take advantage of the right of freedom of speech in their countries’ emerging democracies. Hostile Moslem attitudes have further reinforced the current wave. Both the failure of the global banking system and the Madoff scandal have led to fertile new grounds to blame the world’s traditional scapegoat.

Trivialization of the Shoa has become rampant by comparisons between that event and other outrages committed in many parts of the world which, horrendous as they may be, are in no way comparable in scope, scale and intent, with the Holocaust. Ahmadinejad’s denial that it even took place finds an accepting audience in much of the Islamic world. New ways have to be found to move the now-iconic words “Holocaust” and “six million” back to their historic significance and the lesson they should teach to the next generation.
Perhaps most importantly for the Jewish Diaspora is the fact that Islam is now inextricably entrenched in the world’s Judeo-Christian societies and prevalent in huge numbers, dwarfing the Jewish populations in nearly every country where there is a Jewish community. Jews have long since learned to integrate successfully into the wider population without compromising their mores, and religious beliefs, from the secular to the ultra-Orthodox, and they have contributed massively to the well-being of their host societies in every field of endeavor.  The Islamic Diaspora, on the other hand, while stridently asserting itself, has not had similar success. Islam is in the throes of an identity crisis, between timid moderates and fanatical radicals, and in a struggle for the hearts and minds of its next generation. The outcome will have a major impact on the culture and identity of much of the free world. European Jewry in particular faces great uncertainty in this environment. 

Some sixty years on since the Shoa, a cloud of unfinished business still hovers over east Europe, a legacy carried over from the last century. The heirs of those who perished, the impoverished Survivors and the Jewish communal institutions that were shattered by the double trauma of the Nazi and Communist eras have not yet received proper restitution for Jewry’s massive losses. Through its membership of the Claims Conference and the World Jewish Restitution Organization, the World Jewish Congress continues to demand reparations for stolen or confiscated communal and private property, and looted art. In this struggle we face some recalcitrant governments that do not fully recognize the historic obligations that each new generation, while not itself the perpetrator, nevertheless inherits from its predecessor. 

These are some of the challenges that face the Global Jewish community in the coming decades. The World Jewish Congress can play a significant role in helping to address them; in the corridors of the United Nations, the international media, the internet, the embassies and parliaments of foreign governments, in alliances with fair-minded Non Government organizations, moderate Moslems, Catholics and other friendly Christian bodies, and with those Moslem countries that will come to recognize that they should fear Iran’s hegemonic initiatives and dangerous foreign adventures far more than they fear the prospect of a lasting peace with Israel.

The coming Strategic Review on October 19th is meant to be a briefing session on our main priorities for the foreseeable future so that we can update our document “Guidelines for Action” which was circulated at our Plenary Assembly held last January. A copy of this document is included in your meeting notes. 

Bearing in mind that our most urgent priority is the Iranian threat, fully one half of the meeting will cover that subject in its various dimensions. There will be discussions and questions at each session. We will also be dealing with all other priority areas and further work may have to be done on these.
After the meeting staff will summarize the discussions and we will be arranging for working groups to prepare a position paper on each priority area so that a consolidated document can be presented to the next meeting of the Governing Board.
We look forward to seeing you at the meeting.
Michael Schneider

Secretary General
