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Advancing the WJC Diplomatic Agenda

WJC-United States continues  to maximize its  presence in the United States and at the crossroads of the United 
Nations, Organization of American States and the U.S. Government, to advance the WJC  agenda. Following up 
on last year’s  successful outreach in support of Interpol “Red Notices” for six of the 1994 AMIA  conspirators, 
the American Section facilitated a delegation of three WJDC  members –  from Argentina, the United States  and 
Venezuela –  to attend the OAS General Assembly in Medellin and deliver a civil society intervention in support 
of the 2008 theme, “Youth and Democratic  Values”.  We also abetted LAJC’s  successful campaign to have the 
OAS officially participate in the commemoration of International Holocaust Memorial Day in Washington DC.

WJC-United States  had a high-profile at the Madrid interfaith conference sponsored by King Abdullah of Saudi 
Arabia, where Rabbi Marc Schneier, Chairman, was  joined by his   Muslim American partners. On the eve of the 
opening of the 62nd Session of the UN General Assembly, September 22, the WJC-United States  and North 
American Jewish Congress  hosted an International Leadership Forum at the United Nations  to launch the U.S. 
publication of Euro-Asian Jewish Congress  President Alexander Machkevich’s  new book, “The Dialogue of 
Civilizations: The Next Stage.” Among the numerous world leaders  and UN diplomats present were high-level 
representatives from major religions as well as Africa, Asia, Europe, and the United States.  
WJC  President Ronald S. Lauder and WJC-United States  Chairman Rabbi Marc Schneier attended the special 
leadership reception hosted by the King of Saudi Arabia during the United Nations  Interfaith Conference, where 
Rabbi Schneier also delivered the convocation.

 Plans  are underway to continue to expand and enhance our relationship with the UN community. Outreach 
efforts  are being increased at present in order to convey WJC  concerns  about the upcoming Durban Review 
Conference slated for April 2009  in Geneva. Meetings  with UN ambassadors  have already been held and are 
ongoing.

Outreach is  also being expanded to further the interests  of the Latin American Jewish community. WJC 
Secretary General Michael Schneider presented an award to Chile’s  President Michele Bachelet and later met wit 
the UN Ambassador from Chile regarding security for the Jewish community during a UN  solidarity conference 
with the Palestinians in Santiago.  WJC  President Lauder hosted a luncheon meeting for President Cristina 
Fernandez de Kirchner of Argentina in New York with the express  interest of strengthening ties.  A  meeting with 
President Hugo Chavez of Venezuela was then facilitated, in agreement and cooperation with the Venezuelan 
Jewish community, as  an effort to create an address  for that community for its  concerns. This was followed up 
with a successful signing of a trilateral statement condemning racism and anti-Semitism by President Kirchner 
of Argentina, President Chavez of Venezuela and President Lula of Brazil.  Working closely with the 
representatives of Israel on a regular basis, WJC-United States  hosted Israel’s  ambassador to Argentina Rafael 
Eldad, during which a letter from President Jack Terpins and Director Claudio Epelman of LAJC  was  read by 
Evelyn Sommer, Chairman of WJC-North America, commending Eldad for his work.

Interfaith Efforts

WJC-US partnered with the Foundation for Ethnic  Understanding on its  special  twinning program between 
mosques  and synagogues across the country. A  joint ad appeared in the New York Times  at that time in 
November, welcoming the King of Saudi Arabia to the UN in honor of the Interfaith Conference.

WJC-United States representatives, including Rabbi Jay Rosenbaum, attended the International Liason 
Committee of IJCIC in Budapest.  WJC-United States  is  planning to become more active in IJCIC  this  year and 
to increase its participation  on all levels. 

Anti-Semitism

At the most recent meeting of WJC-United States, recent events surrounding the world economic  downturn and 
the fallout on the Jewish community were discussed, among them concern over increased anti-Semitism.  A 
report was  given by a representative of the ADL  describing an increase of anti-Semitic  expressions and threats, 
especially  on the internet. This rise is  not only evident among extremist groups, the ADL  reported, but also 
among mainstream media sources.



Outreach to Young Generations

A  significant effort is  planned by WJC  United States to bring in young people as  representatives to WJC, as well 
as to encourage their participation in member organizations  and to help facilitate their rise in the leadership 
ranks. Particular emphasis will be made in outreach to Jews under the age of forty, in the hope of  building  this 
new leadership.

Israel

Special efforts  were made during the Gaza crisis  to reach out political leadership, community groups  and 
organizations  to support Israel.  We co-sponsored and helped organize a rally of 10,000 who gathered in the 
freezing cold across the street from the UN to support of Israel and to protest UN condemnation of Israel, 
particularly on the part of the president of the UN General Assembly. Statements  were made to the press  and  
regular updates were circulated as well to member organizations and to  the community at large.

Governance

The American Section has continued to uphold and improve its  governance and accountability, including the 
proper filing of accurate tax and audit documents. In May, a Strategic  Review Committee was convened to 
assess and plan key goals and strategies for the American Section. 



CANADIAN JEWISH CONGRESS
 
Strengthening Relations with Canada’s First Peoples

Canada’s First Peoples represent our country’s largest minority, today numbering over 1 million people. Their 
impact on public policy in Canada is tremendous. For many years, CJC’s relationship with Canada’s First Peoples  
was fairly minimal. Then, in 2002, David Ahenakew, a former Chief of the Assembly of First Nations (AFN), the 
First Nations’ quasi-governmental body, made hateful statements about Jews. Since then, CJC has deeply 
strengthened its relationship with the AFN, including a visit by Co-President Rabbi Reuven Bulka to a Reserve 
near Ottawa, Ontario, that was the target of anti-Aboriginal racist graffiti; leading a Mission of First Nations 
Chiefs to Israel in 2006; joint op-ed articles attesting to our shared commonalities; and the First Peoples 
relationship with the State of Israel and a First Nations women’s mission in 2008. AFN Grand Chief Phil Fontaine 
delivered the keynote address at CJC’s Annual General Meeting in 2008, and a CJC delegation will be visiting a 
number of First Nations reserves as guests of the AFN in November 2008. CJC is also in the process of planning 
a third trip to Israel, this time with First Nations Youth Leaders. 
 
Reaching out to Labour and the Left

In 2006, the Canadian Union of Public Employees (CUPE) - Ontario passed a boycott/divestment/sanctions 
(BDS) resolution against Israel. This had a significant impact on the Jewish community, whose formerly strong 
links to the labour movement had dissipated with Jewish upward mobility. CJC stepped in to renew 
relationships with the labour movement and has been quietly effective in thwarting nine separate organized 
labour attempts to spread the BDS campaign. Since then, only one union has passed an anti-Israel resolution, 
and it is considered to be on the radical margins of organized labour. Going forward, we will continue to seek 
opportunities for alliances at the grassroots and leadership levels of Canadian organized labour, both within and 
outside our community. 
 
Championing Jewish Refugees from Arab Countries

CJC remains at the forefront of the campaign to raise awareness about the plight of Jewish refugees from Arab 
countries. Since 2002, CJC has been part of Justice for Jewish from Arab Countries (JJAC) with Co-President 
Sylvain Abitbol Chairing the lay committee. We work through JJAC to secure the rights of the roughly 1 million 
Jews displaced from Arab countries since 1948. Since the last WJC Governing Board session, CJC has taken a 
leading role in a JJAC delegation that presented our case to the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva; met with 
Canada’s Secretary of State for Multiculturalism and Canadian Identity on this issue; and participated in the 
first-ever hearings on this issue in both the British Parliament and in the European Parliament. We remain 
committed to an ambitious agenda, whose goals include pursuing an all-party resolution recognizing Jewish 
refugees from Arab Countries. 
 
 Building Muslim-Jewish Relations

The Muslim community is one of the fastest growing faith communities in Canada, and opportunities for 
dialogue abound. CJC regularly shares celebrations with Muslim counterparts and seeks interlocutors with 
whom to build positive relationships. This has led to joint Jewish-Muslim advocacy efforts, including working 
with Muslim groups during the Ontario election campaign to bring attention to the fact that Catholic schools 
receive full public funding, while other faith-based schools receive nothing. Beyond this, CJC co-authored two 
op-eds with Muslim community leaders on security and anti-racism that were published in national newspapers. 
CJC CEO Bernie M. Farber has also recently been asked to deliver the keynote address at the annual conference 
of the Islamic Society of North America - Canada. We continue to establish and develop these relationships 
from the grassroots to the national level. 

Recent Developments and Activities:

• During the recent Gaza conflict Canadian Jewish Congress exposed video and photographic evidence of 
what it believed to be incitement to hatred and violence by demonstrators at the recent pro-Hamas 
rallies in Toronto, Montreal and Calgary. At a news conference on January 14, 2009, Canadian Jewish 
Congress called on the sponsors of these rallies to denounce these horrendously offensive expressions 
of anti-Semitism while also calling on law enforcement, including the RCMP, to investigate the 
possibility of violations of Canadian law. The video and photos can be seen at the CJC website 
www.cjc.ca

• Rabbi Reuven Bulka and Sylvain Abitbol, co-Presidents of Canadian Jewish Congress (CJC) wrote to Dr. 
Richard Prasquier, President of the Representative Council of French Jewry (CRIF) expressing the 
solidarity of Canadian Jews with the French populace over the intolerable desecration of 500 headstones 

http://www.cjc.ca/
http://www.cjc.ca/


from World war 1 soldiers in the Muslim and Jewish section of the Notre Dame de Lorette military 
cemetery.

 
• Canadian Jewish Congress expressed its profound sorrow at the murder of five people at Chabad Centre 

in Mumbai and stood in solidarity with the people of India over the terrorist attack it suffered. A joint 
op-ed article appearing in one of Canada’s national newspapers co-written by Bernie M. Farber CJC CEO  
and Manoj Pundit of the Canada-Indo Foundation was well received by both communities.

• Canadian Jewish Congress worked cooperatively with all federal parties during the last federal election. 
Interestingly a number of issues of Jewish concern arose including statements from various candidates 
attempting to use Nazi analogies. One candidate immediately apologized while another was asked to 
vacate his candidacy. Another candidate who engaged in anti-Semitic rhetoric was released as a 
candidate by the political party leader. This was done following extensive work and consultation with 
CJC.

 
• CJC's National Executive Director and General Counsel, Benjamin Shinewald closely monitored and 

spoke on behalf of Canadian Jewry in urging that no bail be granted to Professor Hassan Diab who is 
facing an extradition hearing to France. Diab is accused of master-minding the October 1980 bombing 
of a Paris synagogue that killed four people and injured many others.

 



COMITÉ CENTRAL DE LA COMUNIDAD JUDÍA DE MÉXICO
 
Relations with Mexican Authorities
 
Comité Central President Oscar Gorodzinsky attended the meeting of the National Security Council which was 
chaired by President of Mexico, Felipe Calderon. Comité Central leadership has held meetings with Mexico’s 
Secretary of National Security; with the Secretary of Agriculture and with the Secretary of the Interior; the 
Undersecretary of Foreign Affairs and other senior Ministry officials; with the Undersecretary of Migration, 
Population and Religious Affairs of the Secretariat of the Interior, and the Director General of Religious Affairs; 
with the Undersecretary of Energy; with the Governor of the State of Mexico, the President of the Supreme 
Tribunal of Mexico City and other senior jurists; with the Mexico City Chief of Police and with the Attorney 
General of the State of Mexico; 

Comité Central leadership attended the meeting of the Citizens’ Council of the General Attorney’s Office, where 
Mr. Marcos Fastlicht (a distinguished member of the Jewish Community) took over as President of the Council. 
The ceremony was led by Mexican President Calderon; the Comité Central has a permanent seat at the Council. 
Comité Central Executive Director Mauricio Lulka, as legal representative of the Jewish Religion in Mexico, 
attended and subscribed to the National Agreement on Security, Justice and Legality, proposed by the National 
Security Council. The ceremony was chaired by Mr. Genaro Garcia Luna, Secretary of National Security. Also in 
attendance were all the Governors of Mexico, members of the Cabinet, representatives of Political Parties, 
Unions, Religious Associations and the Media. President Felipe Calderón attended as Witness of Honor.

To address Mexico’s position in advance of the UN’s 2009 Durban Review Conference, Comité Central 
representatives have consulted with the Foreign Affairs Ministry’s Directors-General for International Policy and 
for Human Rights and Democracy and other relevant officials. Comité Central representatives have met with 
the leadership of the National Human Rights Commission to discuss plans for a joint celebration of the 60th 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
 
The Comité Central met with Mr. Alejandro Encinas, candidate to the presidency of the PRD (Partido de la 
Revolución Democrática), the most important party from the left in Mexico, to hear his political platform. 
Representatives of the Comité Central have also met with other political party representatives and senior 
legislators. They also attended the clebration at the National Palace to celebrate Mexico’s Independence, 
headed by President Calderon, with whom a meeting is being planned. 

The Jewish Community condemned the terrorist attack that killed eight people and injured more than one 
hundred, during the Independence Ceremony at Morelia, Michoacán. The community’s statement was widely 
circulated in all media outlets. The Comite met as well with the new Chief of Police and with the Secretary of 

National Security to discuss Jewish community security. 

 
Interfaith activities
 
Comité Central leaders attended the reception hosted by Monsignor Pierre Christoph, Nuncio in Mexico on the 
occasion of the third anniversary of the ascension of Pope Benedict XVI, and have also met with the President 
of the Mexican Bishops Conference to consider hosting a meeting of CELAM (Conference of Bishops of Latin 
America) in Mexico in coordination with the Latin American Jewish Congress. The Dean of the Anahuac 
University, a Catholic university where many Jewish students attend, hosted a working breakfast to the leaders 
of the Jewish community, including the Comité Central.

Chief Rabbi of Israel Yonah Metzger, on a visit to Mexico organized by the Comite, emphasized his commitment  
to the interfaith dialogue.

 
Relations with Israel
 
Representatives of the Comité Central and the Mexican-Israeli Chamber of Commerce the Director-General for 
International Economical Promotion of Mexico’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs to find ways of advancing trade 
between Mexico and Israel. The Comité Central has ongoing consultations with Israeli Ambassador Yossi Livneh. 
The Comite Central hosted a dinner for Vice-Minister Majalli Whbee and other officials of Israel’s MFA who 
visited Mexico for bilateral talks with Mexico’s Foreign Affairs Ministry. The Comité Central also received Mr. 
Zeev Bielski, Chairman of the Jewish Agency and the World Zionist Organization.



The 60th Yom Ha’atzmaut was celebrated in Mexico with a gala concert by the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra at 
the Palace of Fine Arts. In attendance were members of the Foreign Affairs Ministry of Mexico, of the 
Secretariat of the Interior, and of the National Council for Culture and Arts. Also present were members of the 
diplomatic corps, the Ambassador of Israel to Mexico, and members of the Jewish Community. Comité Central 
President Oscar Gorodzinsky delivered the opening remarks.

Comité Central senior staff Mauricio Lulka and Reneé Shabot traveled to Israel for the Israeli Foreign Ministry’s 
Global Forum for the Combat of Antisemitism last February, and then accompanied Leopoldo Gomez, head of 
news department of Televisa (the largest Hispanic network in the world) on his first visit to Israel. In addition to 
Mr. Gomez, the Comité Central has met with numerous editors and broadcasters, including the opinion-page 
editor of El Universal, the editorial director of Reforma, the senior partner of El Economista, and the editorial 
director of El Excelsior. 

In continuing efforts to improve economic relations between Mexico and Israel, the Comite leadership met with 
Mr. Federico Salas, Ambassador of Mexico to Israel, to get and update on the status of the Mexico-Israel 
Diplomatic and Economic Relationship.

Mauricio Lulka and Reneé Shabot traveled to Israel to participate at the 9th. Seminar on Antisemitism organized 
by the Stephen Roth Institute of the Tel Aviv University. While in Israel they met with Peleg Reshef and Ariel 
Rodal of the WJDC program of the WJC, regarding a candidate from Mexico to participate in the program. 

They also met with Mr. Daniel Saban, Director of the MFA of Israel in charge of Mexico and Central Mexican 
Government, to discuss interfaith dialogue. They explored the possibility of a trip of Mexico’s Jewish Community 
leaders to Israel next year with the MFA. Together with the Israeli Embassy in Mexico, the Comite is also 
planning a mission to Israel with members of the Mexican Congress, in honor of the 60th anniversary of Israel. 
A book will also be published, in coordination with the Keren Kayemeth, to mark the anniversary.

Other Activities

The Jewish Community in Mexico has ongoing relations and meeting with many other Jewish organizations and 
Israeli, governmental and communal leaders.  It meets consistently with them on a wide variety of issues to 
discuss the political and security situation in Israel, human rights, religious rights and economic stability in light 
of the current economic downturn. Of particular concern are issues such as Iran’s presence in Latin America 
and the smuggling of weapons into Mexico from the US, among others.

A vibrant and active community, the Jewish community in Mexico will continue to promote and foster all its 
relationships with governmental, religious, community, foreign and media representatives.  These are vital 
elements of our community’s well-being.

 

Report prepared by Betty Ehrenberg, 
Executive Director, WJC North America 


