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Events

Since the last meeting of the WJC Governing Board, the ICFR has hosted a number of 
visiting foreign dignitaries. These events were well-attended and received extensive press 
coverage. WJDC members are regularly invited to these lectures and to participate in the Q & 
A. Since the last governing board, the ICFR has hosted:

Adrian  Mihai Cioroianu, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Romania, who spoke on "The Eve 
of the Bucharest  Summit: The New Romania, NATO and Israel," and was introduced by Dr. 
Yosef Govrin, former Israeli ambassador to Romania and member of the IJFA editorial board. 
The event was sponsored by Bank Leumi (February 2008).

Ratnasiri  Wikramanayaka, Prime Minister of Sri Lanka, who spoke on "The Current 
Political Situation in Sri Lanka and a Vision for the Future," and was introduced by Dr. 
Kimche. The event  was sponsored by Ms. Rina Pushkarna, proprietor of the Tandoori/Kinoor 
chain of Indian restaurants, who hosted a buffet dinner to which all the participants were 
invited.  (March 2008).

Jimmy Carter, Thirty-Ninth President  of the United States, who spoke on "My Study Trip to 
the Middle East," and was introduced by Dr. Kimche (April, 2008).

Salam Fayyad, Prime Minister of the Palestinian Authority, whose speech on "The Current 
State of Affairs Between Us" was delivered by Riad Malki, Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Minister of Information. The event was chaired by Dr. Kimche (September 2008). 

Rachida Dati, French Minister of Justice (in cooperation with IDC Herzliya) who spoke on 
"France in the Process of Change: Law, Reform and Society." The event was chaired by 
Ambassador Avi Primor, director of the IDC European Studies Center and IJFA editorial 
board (September 2008).

Israel Journal of Foreign Affairs

Since January, three issues of its thrice-yearly Israel Journal of Foreign Affairs (IJFA) have 
been published. In a short time, the journal has succeeded in developing a strong reputation, 
attracting the writings of many of the best-known practitioners and scholars in the field of 
foreign affairs from Israel and abroad. Moreover, in an attempt to engage the younger 
generation, it has also published a number of papers by outstanding graduate students from 
Israel, India, Australia, Canada and the US.  The IJFA regularly publishes the proceedings of 
lectures presented at  the Council and these constitute an important  record of the remarks of 
visiting foreign statesmen. The publication is now circulated worldwide, and among its paid 
subscribers are major universities, libraries and institutes/councils of foreign affairs.
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A selection of the articles is available online and in the coming months, efforts will be made 
to develop a more accessible website highlighting the journal and the Council.
Through the Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP) in Berlin, some of the journal's articles 
are catalogued and accessible on the internet  site "IREON Gateway: International Relations 
and Area Studies Online." Individual articles are also posted on the Faculty Forum site of 
Scholars for Peace in the Middle East  (SPME). The Faculty Forum is regularly read by over 
20,000 people, mainly academics.

International Cooperation

In August  2008, Dr. Weinbaum was a guest of the Australian Institute of International 
Affairs  in Melbourne, invited as a guest speaker to its 75th anniversary conference, attended 
by representatives of councils/institutes of foreign affairs from over thirty countries, including 
several with which Israel does not  yet enjoy diplomatic relations. Weinbaum spoke, together 
with Prof. Tawfiq Hasou, Director of Research, Jordan Institute of Diplomacy and Prof. Sven 
Biscop, EGMONT-Royal Institute for International Relations, Belgium, at  a session devoted 
to developing and maintaining a journal of foreign affairs. During his stay in Australia, a 
memorandum of cooperation was concluded between the AIIA and the ICFR. Weinbaum was 
also invited to address a parlor meeting at the home of Sam Salcman, to which several 
community leaders were invited, including Grahame Leonard.

In September 2008, Dr. Weinbaum (together with a number of other Israelis) was interviewed 
on the work of the Council by the well-known Pakistani journalist  A. Khalid Ansari for a 
Pakistani television documentary on Israel and world Jewry.


