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We are pleased to report that since the last  meeting of the WJC Governing Board in January 
2008, and after receiving clear instructions from WJC headquarters in New York (under 
whose direct auspices it operates), the WJC Research Institute has intensified the activity for 
which it was widely known, and even highly acclaimed. 

The Institute's activities fall under two rubrics: those directly carried out  under the Institute 
name, and those of the Israel Council on Foreign Relations, which is administered by the 
Institute, but is a wholly autonomous body. The Council has its own president, Dr. David 
Kimche, and advisory board, which includes several outstanding personalities from academia, 
the foreign service, the media and the judiciary.

After many years of devoted service to the Institute, Ambassador Mordechai Arbell stepped 
down as chairman (although he continues to serve on the executive committee, where he 
plays an active role). On June 18, 2008, longtime Institute executive committee member 
Ambassador Mordechai Palzur was unanimously elected chairman by the General Assembly 
of the Institute. Ambassador Palzur is a veteran diplomat  of the Israeli foreign service, who 
represented Israel in Poland, the Dominican Republic and Cyprus (among other countries) 
and also headed the MFA research department. At  that meeting, Dr. David Kimche (President 
of the ICFR), Mr. Nir Boms and Mr. Hanan Cohen also joined the Institute.

Ambassador Palzur met  with WJC Secretary General Michael Schneider and WJC Chief 
Financial Officer Chaim Reiss to discuss the future operations of the Institute and its finances. 
Ambassador Palzur stated that the Institute would continue to operate according to the 
guidelines set by WJC headquarters in New York. The secretary general and the CFO pledged 
continued financial support for the Institute and approved its grant  request, which they 
pledged to fulfill by October 2008.

Publications

Since January 2008, the Institute has published the following works in its 
Policy Study / Policy Forum series: 

 The Jews of Iran: The Fragile Subsistence of an Ancient Community 
      by Aryeh Levin

 The Protestant Churches and Israel 
       by Moshe Aumann

 NGOs and the Durban Review Conference: History Repeating Itself 
      by Prof. Gerald M. Steinberg and Naftali Balanson

These works are also posted on the internet  and have become important documents in 
advancing the agenda of the WJC in the fields of Iran, interfaith relations and Durban.

WJC Israel has yet  to take a decision regarding the future of the Hebrew-language bi-annual 
Gesher—which, for a quarter of a century was its flagship publication. In recent  years, 
Gersher was published with the Research Institute imprimatur but wholly financed by WJC-
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Israel. For the time being, much to the sorrow of both its readers and contributors—leading 
scholars and students in Jewish studies/affairs—it remains dormant.

Symposia

In June 2008, the Institute hosted a symposium for thirty German journalists visiting Israel, at 
which the following individuals lectured:

 Israel Government Press Office Director Daniel Seaman
 Veteran Israeli TV journalist Yaron Dekel

In addition to its publications, the Institute was represented at  several important international 
gatherings:

 Ambassador Arbell spoke at  an international Holocaust  conference in Tirana, entitled 
"Albania, the Albanians and the Holocaust: An Extraordinary Mini-Case in Context" 
in the presence of the country's political and religious leadership. That  event  took 
place in May 2008 and Ambassador Arbell's address was widely covered in the local 
and international media.

 Dr. Weinbaum spoke at  the ceremony in Skopje, Macedonia, in May 2008 at which 
Chief Rabbi Avi Kozma was invested. He also participated in the rabbinical 
conference that  was convened for that occasion and met with many of the political 
and religious leaders of that  country. The president  of the community, Zdravko Sami, 
and Polish ambassador Karol Bachura consulted with Weinbaum on the plans for the 
Holocaust Memorial Museum being planned in Skopje.

 Dr. Weinbaum chaired a session of the ninth biennial international seminar of the 
Stephen Roth Institute for the Study of Contemporary Antisemitism and Racism 
entitled "A Turning Point in the Relations between Antisemitism, Ultra-nationalism 
and Racism."

Cooperation with the Roth Institute and the ICJP

The Institute is in regular contact with the Roth Institute and provides information on Jewish 
communities, which is used for its annual report on antisemitism. 

The Institute is also playing an active role in the preparatory work in advance of the 
convening of the next meeting of the International Council of Jewish Parliamentarians (ICJP). 

The WJC Research Institute also administers the work of the Israel Council on Foreign 
Relations, the activities of which are described below.
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Events

Since the last meeting of the WJC Governing Board, the ICFR has hosted a number of 
visiting foreign dignitaries. These events were well-attended and received extensive press 
coverage. WJDC members are regularly invited to these lectures and to participate in the Q & 
A. Since the last governing board, the ICFR has hosted:

Adrian  Mihai Cioroianu, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Romania, who spoke on "The Eve 
of the Bucharest  Summit: The New Romania, NATO and Israel," and was introduced by Dr. 
Yosef Govrin, former Israeli ambassador to Romania and member of the IJFA editorial board. 
The event was sponsored by Bank Leumi (February 2008).

Ratnasiri  Wikramanayaka, Prime Minister of Sri Lanka, who spoke on "The Current 
Political Situation in Sri Lanka and a Vision for the Future," and was introduced by Dr. 
Kimche. The event  was sponsored by Ms. Rina Pushkarna, proprietor of the Tandoori/Kinoor 
chain of Indian restaurants, who hosted a buffet dinner to which all the participants were 
invited.  (March 2008).

Jimmy Carter, Thirty-Ninth President  of the United States, who spoke on "My Study Trip to 
the Middle East," and was introduced by Dr. Kimche (April, 2008).

Salam Fayyad, Prime Minister of the Palestinian Authority, whose speech on "The Current 
State of Affairs Between Us" was delivered by Riad Malki, Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Minister of Information. The event was chaired by Dr. Kimche (September 2008). 

Rachida Dati, French Minister of Justice (in cooperation with IDC Herzliya) who spoke on 
"France in the Process of Change: Law, Reform and Society." The event was chaired by 
Ambassador Avi Primor, director of the IDC European Studies Center and IJFA editorial 
board (September 2008).

Israel Journal of Foreign Affairs

Since January, three issues of its thrice-yearly Israel Journal of Foreign Affairs (IJFA) have 
been published. In a short time, the journal has succeeded in developing a strong reputation, 
attracting the writings of many of the best-known practitioners and scholars in the field of 
foreign affairs from Israel and abroad. Moreover, in an attempt to engage the younger 
generation, it has also published a number of papers by outstanding graduate students from 
Israel, India, Australia, Canada and the US.  The IJFA regularly publishes the proceedings of 
lectures presented at  the Council and these constitute an important  record of the remarks of 
visiting foreign statesmen. The publication is now circulated worldwide, and among its paid 
subscribers are major universities, libraries and institutes/councils of foreign affairs.

A selection of the articles is available online and in the coming months, efforts will be made 
to develop a more accessible website highlighting the journal and the Council.
Through the Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik (SWP) in Berlin, some of the journal's articles 
are catalogued and accessible on the internet  site "IREON Gateway: International Relations 
and Area Studies Online." Individual articles are also posted on the Faculty Forum site of 
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Scholars for Peace in the Middle East  (SPME). The Faculty Forum is regularly read by over 
20,000 people, mainly academics.

International Cooperation

In August  2008, Dr. Weinbaum was a guest of the Australian Institute of International 
Affairs  in Melbourne, invited as a guest speaker to its 75th anniversary conference, attended 
by representatives of councils/institutes of foreign affairs from over thirty countries, including 
several with which Israel does not  yet enjoy diplomatic relations. Weinbaum spoke, together 
with Prof. Tawfiq Hasou, Director of Research, Jordan Institute of Diplomacy and Prof. Sven 
Biscop, EGMONT-Royal Institute for International Relations, Belgium, at  a session devoted 
to developing and maintaining a journal of foreign affairs. During his stay in Australia, a 
memorandum of cooperation was concluded between the AIIA and the ICFR. Weinbaum was 
also invited to address a parlor meeting at the home of Sam Salcman, to which several 
community leaders were invited, including Grahame Leonard.

In September 2008, Dr. Weinbaum (together with a number of other Israelis) was interviewed 
on the work of the Council by the well-known Pakistani journalist  A. Khalid Ansari for a 
Pakistani television documentary on Israel and world Jewry.


