
Resolution PA 170424 -5  

 

UNESCO 

 

The Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, meeting in 

New York on April 23-25 2017, 

 

RECALLS the unshakeable historical links and the rights in international 

law of the Jewish people to Jerusalem; 

 

NOTES that despite innumerable attempts by conquering forces to remove 

that presence over the centuries, there has been a continuous Jewish 

presence in Jerusalem since the time of King David; 

 

NOTES WITH PRIDE that for the last 50 years since the reunification of 

Jerusalem in June 2017, the State of Israel has ensured that Jews, Christians, 

and Muslims enjoy freedom of religion and access to their respective holy 

sites in Jerusalem; 

 

RECALLS that in December 2016, then-UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon 

acknowledged, “Decades of political maneuverings have created a 

disproportionate volume of resolutions, reports and conferences criticizing 

Israel. In many cases, rather than helping the Palestinian cause, this reality 

has hampered the ability of the UN to fulfill its role effectively”; 

 

WELCOMES the recent statement made by UN Secretary General António 

Guterres recognizing that the Jewish Temple, destroyed by the Romans 

nearly 2,000 years ago, indeed stood on the Temple Mount, and that 

Jerusalem is a city holy to Jews, Christians and Muslims; 

 

CONDEMNS as contemptable, recent decisions by the Executive Board of 

UNESCO and of the World Heritage Committee, which flagrantly distort the 

history of Jerusalem, and deny or downplay the Jewish origins of Jerusalem 

and the continuous Jewish presence in that city; 

 



REJECTS attempts by self-interested parties to rewrite or falsify the history 

of Jerusalem or other parts of the Land of Israel for political purposes; 

 

FURTHER REJECTS actions intended to encourage international bodies 

tasked with the preservation of the world's cultural heritage to undermine in 

any way the historical rights of the Jewish people to Jerusalem; 

 

URGES the UNESCO Executive Board and the World Heritage Committee to 

rescind all decisions that explicitly or implicitly deny the deep-rooted Jewish 

as well as Christian ties to Jerusalem. 

 


