
Resolution PA 170424 -10  

 

 

Community Security 

 

The Plenary Assembly of the World Jewish Congress, meeting in 

New York on April 23-25 2017, 

 

NOTES WITH CONCERN the increase in violent incidents targeting Jews, 

particularly in Europe and North America;  

 

RECALLS with profound sorrow the murderous terror attacks on Jews in 

Brussels, Copenhagen, Paysandu, Paris, and Toulouse;  

 

NOTES that an increasing number of Jewish institutions around the world 

have become targets, have been vandalized, or have received bomb 

threats;  

 

RECOGNIZES that today, all Jewish institutions, wherever situated, are 

potential target for such activities;  

 

AFFIRMS the rights of all people, including Jews, to live in safety, 

security, and dignity, to assemble, and to practice their religion freely; 

 

NOTES that the protection of basic human rights such as security is the 

responsibility of local governments; 

 

ACKNOWLEDGES that the WJC has a responsibility to act in response to 

threats to Jewish institutions and communities worldwide, and to assist 

communities in the vital role of bolstering community security through the 

newly established World Jewish Congress Global Jewish Security 

Department, which includes the provision to Jewish communities of 

training in community crisis management and emergency response, so as 

to raise communities' awareness and enhance their ability to cope with 

crises; 



 

RECOGNIZES that the European Jewish Congress, Euro-Asian Jewish 

Congress, Latin American Jewish Congress, African Jewish Congress, and 

World Jewish Congress North America, as well as individual Jewish 

communities, are working to counter threats to the Jewish institutions and 

communities; 

 

CALLS ON local and national governments, international organizations, 

police departments, and security agencies to take all possible measures to 

counter such threats and to ensure the safety of Jewish communities and 

citizens so they can live in a secure and open manner free from fear, and 

to help defray the costs of installing extra security systems where these 

are warranted; 

 

CALLS for the enforcement in each jurisdiction of existing anti-racial or 

religious hate legislation to the fullest extent, and, where such laws do not 

exist, the enactment of laws which are effective in responding to threats 

and intimidation of the Jewish community;  

 

REQUESTS that the Global Jewish Security Department report to the 

Governing Board and/or the Executive Committee from time to time on 

threat levels, responses to threats, initiatives to counteract threats,  and 

related matters, and that the Executive Committee in turn advise the WJC 

membership in respect of these matters when it is  deemed appropriate to 

do so. 

 

 

 

 


