
Resolution EC 170910 -3 

UNESCO Resolution on Hebron 

 

The Executive Committee of the World Jewish Congress, meeting 

in London on September 11, 2017, 

 

NOTES that the Old City of Hebron, the second holiest city in Jewish 

tradition after Jerusalem, is home to the Tomb of the Patriarchs [Ma'arat 

Ha'Machpelah], which is revered as the traditional burial place of the Biblical 

patriarchs and matriarchs, and is the most ancient Jewish site in the world; 

NOTES that the documented presence of the Jewish community of Hebron 

is from as early as classical antiquity and continued nearly uninterrupted 

from Biblical times until the Hebron Massacre in 1929, which resulted in the 

expulsion of its Jewish community until their return in 1967; 

FURTHER NOTES the sanctity to both Jews and Muslims of the Tomb of 

the Patriarchs; 

EMPHASIZES that between 1948 and 1967, when Hebron was under 

Jordanian control, Jews were refused access to, and the right to worship at, 

the Ma'arat HaMachpelah, but since Hebron came under Israeli control in 

1967, access has been ensured by the Israeli authorities to worshippers of 

both religions; 

NOTES that UNESCO recently passed a resolution that deemed the Old City 

of Hebron an endangered Palestinian world heritage site;  

RECALLS that the sites referred to in the UNESCO resolution are under 

Israeli jurisdiction in accordance with the 1995 Israeli–Palestinian Interim 

Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip (Oslo II);  

DEEPLY REGRETS that the final text of the UNESCO resolution focused 

solely on the ICOMOS (International Council on Monuments and Sites) 

delegation being prevented from conducting a field visit and did not include 

certain proposed amendments to the resolution that reflected the many 

shortcomings of the Palestinian nomination dossier as noted in the ICOMOS 

report; 

CATEGORICALLY REJECTS the assertions in the resolution that the Israeli 

presence in the Old City of Hebron poses "serious threats which could have 

deleterious effects on its inherent characteristics" and that the Tomb of the 

Patriarchs is a "site in danger," which assertions it views as callous attempts 

by the Palestinian Authority to pervert the processes of the UN for its own 

sectarian and political purposes; 



CONSIDERS the UNESCO resolution to represent flawed reasoning based 

on falsehoods, with the prime objective and intention, despite factual 

evidence to the contrary, being: to attempt to eliminate the clear historical 

connection of the Jewish people to its ancient religious sites; to cynically 

distort reality; and to dishonestly attempt to rewrite history; 

CALLS UPON the international community to resist, disrupt, and prevent 

this and other attempts to revise history and deny the connection of the 

Jewish people to its sites of national and religious heritage.  

ADOPTED BY THE WJC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, MEETING IN LONDON ON 

11 SEPTEMBER 2017 

 


