
   

Resolution EC 170910 -4 

Celebrating the Centenary of the Balfour 

Declaration and Condemning BDS 
 

The Executive Committee of the World Jewish Congress, 

meeting in London on September 11, 2017, 

 

ACKNOWLEDGES the importance of the Balfour Declaration as the first official 

call by a government for the establishment of a national home for the Jewish 

People in the Land of Israel, which set the stage for the resolution passed at 

the San Remo Conference that adopted the same terms and conferred upon 

the Balfour Declaration the imprimatur of international law, and which 

ultimately proved to be a major factor in the creation of the State of Israel;  

CELEBRATES the Balfour Declaration's role in forging diplomatic ties between 

Israel and the United Kingdom;  

COMMENDS the British government’s refusal to apologize for the Balfour 

Declaration and its expression of pride in its role in the founding of the State 

of Israel; 

CONDEMNS all moves aimed at connecting the centenary of the Balfour 

Declaration with attempts to revive the failed Boycott Divestment and 

Sanctions (BDS) campaign against Israel, which campaign has been 

demonstrated to be a racist denial of the identity and right of national self-

determination of the Jewish People; 

COMMENDS the British government’s determination to oppose BDS and 

antisemitism through its adoption of the International Holocaust Remembrance 

Alliance (IHRA) working definition of antisemitism, and expresses the hope that 

other countries that have not already done so will follow suit;  

COMMENDS the leadership of the World Jewish Congress for undertaking 

successful diplomatic and political initiatives to counter efforts to delegitimize 
and discriminate against Israel, Israelis, and Jews;  

 
REAFFIRMS the resolution adopted at the fifteenth Plenary Assembly meeting 

in New York on April 23-25, 2017 that "URGES all governments to condemn 
the offensive and sometimes anti-Semitic rhetoric that characterizes the BDS 
movement and the views expressed by its supporters and adherents."  

 
ADOPTED BY THE WJC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, MEETING IN LONDON ON 
11 SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

 


