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Few terror attacks have taken place, in comparison with vandalism 
and desecrations, as the preceding slides indicate. But their impact 
on Jewish communities is traumatic and long lasting.

This is a consequence of governments’ awareness of the terror 
threat, and communities own overt deterrence measures.

The threat currently comes from three areas:

-Al Qaeda and the global jihad movement

-Iran and its surrogates (eg. Hizbollah)

-Extreme right (white supremacists, neo Nazis)

No distinction is made between Israeli and Jewish community 
targets.

Jews may not be the primary targets for many terrorist groups but 
antisemitism is central to their ideologies.
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Recent calls for anti-Jewish attacks 

Sheikh Yusuf al–Qaradawi

“…Allah lies in wait for them, and He will not forsake this nation. He will not allow these people to 
continue to spread corruption in the land. We wait for the revenge of Allah to descend upon them, and 
Allah willing, it will be by our own hands:
‘Fight them, Allah will torment them by your hands, and bring them to disgrace, and will assist you 
against them, and will heal the hearts of the believers, and you will still the anger of your hearts.’ This is 
my message to the treacherous Jews, who have never adhered to what is right, or been true to their 
promises, who violate each time the promises them [sic] make to you… Oh Allah, take your enemies, 
the enemies of Islam. Oh Allah, take the Jews, the treacherous aggressors. Oh Allah, take this 
profligate, cunning, arrogant band of people. Oh Allah, they have spread much tyranny and corruption in 
the land. Pour Your wrath upon them… Oh Allah, take this oppressive, Jewish, Zionist band of 
people. Oh Allah, do not spare a single one of them. Oh Allah, count their numbers, and kill 
them, down to the very last one.”

(Al Jazeera TV, 9 January 2009)

Ayman al-Zawahri

“I say to the enraged Muslim masses that set out to protest all over the Islamic world: these 
demonstrations will surely not be enough to confront their bombs – but our Islamic rage should turn into 
effective and active actions that will shake the corners of the Zionist-Christian alliance, with the help of 
Allah and His strength. O’ Muslims everywhere, give your response to the call of almighty Allah and 
perform the duty of individual Jihad… O’Muslims everywhere, fight against the Zionist-Christian 
campaign, and strike its interest wherever you encounter them… so thwart the efforts of these 
traitors by striking the interests of the enemies of Islam – namely, the Christians and the Jews – 
wherever and by whatever means you can”.

(Al Qaeda video, 24 March 2009)
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‘Al Qaeda struck the Jews in Djerba, Tunisia and Israeli tourists in their hotel in Mombassa, 
Kenya… And after that launched two rockets at an El Al plane carrying a number (of Israelis)… We 
thank the person asking the question for his positive thinking, and we promise our Muslim 
brothers that we will do our best to strike the Jews both inside and outside Israel. 

(2 April 2008 – Ayman al Zawahiri)

Training manual on AQ linked site warned salafi jihadis not to attack religious figures but 
prioritised targets as Jews, but Jews from Israel and the USA took priority over French or 
British Jews, Christians and apostates. 

(Al Qaeda online training manual, 2008)

Comments posted by other Islamist groups issuing threats against Jews worldwide. One posting 
included a plea to expand “the war against the Jews” and to use weapons of mass destruction. 
Another posting made a general call goading Muslims to target “Zionists” everywhere due to their 
perception that “a Jewish adolescent boy in an Australian synagogue, a Jewish minister in the 
Georgian government, a Jewish businessman in the New York Stock Exchange, and an illiterate 
Jew from the Ethiopian desert… they all belong to the same gang and the same nation, apart from 
the rest of humanity.”

(A Hamas-linked website, 2008)
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Recent attacks and foiled plots against Jewish Communities

January 2003 to March 2004  - The conspirators in the UK Crevice Conspiracy were planning to attack 
synagogues in the UK as well as the Bluewater Shopping Centre and London nightclubs. 

28 July 2006 – Naveed Afzal Haq shot and killed a member of staff, and wounded five others, at the 
Greater Seattle Jewish Federation Centre. 

September 2006 – Islamist terrorists planned to attack synagogues in Prague in a plot that was 
forestalled by the Czech security service, acting on information provided by the Norwegian security 
services. 

September 2006 – three Islamist residents of Oslo, Norway, planned to bomb the Oslo synagogue, but at 
their trial in 2008 only one of them was convicted (of shooting at the synagogue); the other two were 
acquitted due to lack of evidence. 

December 2006 – Talib Abu Salam lbn Shareef, of Rockford Illinois, was arrested for plotting to bomb a 
shopping centre, and attacking Jews. 

November 2008 – Lashkar e Toiba terrorists deliberately targeted Chabad Centre in Mumbai, as part of a 
more widespread attack on hotels and transportation centres, killing 170 people of whom 6 were held 
hostage and then murdered at the Centre. 

February 2009 – Omar Bulphred and Azim Ibragimov were convicted of firebombing 2 synagogues in 
Montreal. 
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Foiled Al Qaeda / global jihad movement attacks

The group responsible for the May 2004 Atocha Station bombings also planned to attack a community 
centre near Madrid.

Invisible ink notes indicated a plot to assassinate community leader Sir Trevor Chinn, because of his 
closeness to Prime Minister Tony Blair, found at the home of Rangzeib Ahmed, who was convicted of 
terrorism offences in October 2008 in Manchester. 

Recent Iranian linked plots

Iran has put in place a world wide infrastructure capable of committing acts of terrorism and will use it if 
it perceives its interests to be threatened, or to seek revenge (eg. assassination of Imad Mughnieh). 
Hizbollah is an essential part of this, and has established a terrorist infrastructure in several African 
countries, especially West Africa and Latin America.
 
July 2009 – 2 Lebanese and 4 Azerbaijanis convicted of planning to bomb the Israel Embassy in Baku, 
in a Hizbollah inspired plot. 

Far Right attacks 

10 June 2009 – white supremacist James von Brunn shot a number of people including a security guard 
who subsequently died, at the National Holocaust Museum, Washington DC. 
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