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I want to talk about terrorist threats to Jewish communities and our potential responses to 
those threats. What that graph shows are two things: first is a number of anti-Semitic 
incidents - …, graphite, threats and so on and then below it, the much, much lower number 
are the terrorist attacks against Jewish communities. 

This is the world, these figures are for the whole of the world, I have not broken it down by 
continent. This just shows the overall picture for the world. The point of this is to show that 
while the number of ant-Semitic incidents has been rising drastically, particularly after the 
second Intifada, the number of actual incidents has declined, the number of the terrorist 
incidents has declined, although it rose slightly last year. The reason for this is because 
government and the majority of Western governments recognized that there is a specific 
threat to Jewish communities from terrorist groups. And they take action. 

They are not always informing the communities, but there is a lot going on in order to 
detect potential terrorist attacks. This is the first reason. The second reason is the 
response from the communities themselves. You are all aware, the overwhelming majority 
of the Jewish communities in Europe, Latin America have their own defence capabilities, 
their own security capability, not in North America, but pretty well everywhere else. In 
some countries it is very open, like for example in the United Kingdom, not to so great 
extent in France, also in South Africa, Australia, where we work closely with the law 
enforcement and with the governments. In other countries it is much less so and it is 
something that is not spoken about, although anybody visiting the Jewish institutions sees 
that it is quite apparent. 

These two responses – that by the governments and the law enforcement agencies and 
that by the communities themselves, which have an overt determent capability outside 
their institutions, are the reasons why the number of incidents is so much lower than it 
might otherwise be. I have to tell you that the number of threats and the number of plots 
that are hatched is not diminishing; it stays at the constant high level. 

Again it is probably too small to indicate, but this is from the last year, a pie chart showing 
again the number of violent incidents, which are the orange and green on the top two 
sections and the rest is anti-Semitism. So if you break down in this way, you will see again 
that the number of violent incidents are those, which in technical terms one would say use 
the hot weapons against the communities - are so much smaller than the number of other 
incidents. The breaking down, maybe the figures are too small to see it from here. Seventy 
incidents.

This only goes through the areas, where the threats are coming. Primarily they are coming 
from three areas. They are coming from al-Qaeda and the global Jihad movements – you 
are aware that there is al-Qaeda center that is responsible for 9/11 and for the attacks on 
the American embassies and ships in the Gulf. That is al-Qaeda, that was organized by 
Bin Laden, Al Zarqawi and their people, based at that time in Afghanistan. There is also 
this wider global Jihad movement, which is motivated by the same ideology, which may or 
may not have close links with al-Qaeda, which is often self-motivating, self-generating, 
self-financing and which has the ideology of al-Qaeda. 

To a great extent it also has the ideology of someone you might have never heard - ….. – 
who wrote these treaties on global Jihad and that essentially said that Jihad should be out 



there looking for their own targets, financing their own activities and organizing 
themselves. They didn’t need to be controlled by al-Qaeda central. So the global Jihad 
movement is the first and, probably, the most eminent area, from which threat comes. 

What I had included there, were quotes of some of their leaders. So you have here for 
example quotes of Al Zarqawi from 24 March this year. He calls the Muslims to fight 
Christians and Zionists everywhere in the world. You have got another quote from him last 
year, where he talks about having attacks on the Jews in Djerba and in Mombasa, in 
Kenya and promising the Muslim brothers that they will be continuing this war against 
other targets of the Jews. 

There is an al-Qaeda online training manual that only came to light last year, which 
interestingly warns the Jihad not to attack the religious sites, but that they should make a 
special target of Jewish religious sites. Of course, you’ve got Hamas, you’ve got 
comments by Hamas and the first one, the top one in fact is by Al Quaradawi – he was the 
ideology of the Muslim Brotherhood, who discredits violence, terrorism, who discredits al-
Qaeda, but supports terrorism when it is against Israel or against a Zionist institution. 

The second area of threat comes from Iran and its surrogates. We heard a little bit about 
that before. Let me tell you that Iran and its intelligence capability make al-Qaeda look like 
amateurs. The infrastructure is a world-wide one. It exists in Europe. Particularly, as you 
heard today, it is being built up and strengthened in Latin America and they are making a 
particular play for Africa.

I look at a report on a daily basis of Iranian activity in Africa and I see the way, in which 
Iran is extending its influence throughout Africa, not just Sub-Saharan Africa, but both East 
and West Africa and, of course, also in the South Africa itself. And the infrastructure they 
are building that is an intelligence supporting infrastructure and an infrastructure that is 
there to further Iranian strategic interests can also very easily be turned to one, gathering 
information on Jewish communities. 

We know that they are doing this. I can cite you two examples in recent years. One in 
Geneva, where our colleagues from the Community Security Organization apprehended a 
woman, who turned to be working for the Iranian mission in the UN, who got inside the 
synagogue and was trying to photograph and was apprehended and then turned over to 
the police. 

Another case in London, where a group of Iranian tourists just happened to be 
photographing our office building. And our office building is, for those of you who have not 
visited it, really an anonymous building, in an out of the way suburb. There is no sign up 
outside that says CST or or anything like that, it is an anonymous building, with no name 
on it and our address is published as a P. O. Box. 

What were Iranian tourists doing photographing our building? I can set you other 
examples. Iranians unlike the Global Jihad movement, however, are building capabilities in 
the event that it suits Iranian strategy to attack Jewish communities. That political decision 
could be made, if Iran feels that it is cornered too far over the nuclear periphery or out of 
revenge, as we saw in the case of the AMIA attack 

We know also that they work through surrogates, particularly Hezbollha, and we know also 
of attempts to seek revenge after the assassination of the Hezbollah operations chief. 



In this case we have seen plots against the Israeli institutions, particularly one in Baku, 
where the people have just gone on trial. The third area of threats, increasingly now, 
although it was much more important many years ago, is coming from the far right. The 
attack at the Holocaust Museum in Washington merely represents the tip of an iceberg. 
From reporting streams by American intelligence and security agencies, it becomes quickly 
apparent that there are elements in the American far right, in the white supremacy 
movement, who have access to an enormous amount of fire power. Their targets are not 
just Latinos or government institutions. There have been attacks that have been foiled by 
the far right against the Jewish institutions. 

I would say that this is potentially a third area of threat against the Jewish communities. 
We know, of course, in Germany there was a plot in Munich by a far right group that was 
foiled by the German security service. Other plots have been foiled against targets that 
were not Jewish communities.

 In the UK we had a whole series of terrorist plots that have been foiled by the police and 
security services, where the Jews were not targets, but Muslims and mosques, but the 
people that make these plots are just as likely to attack Jews. It all comes from the same 
ideology. What I would say is that arenas, areas like al-Qaeda and the Iranians, don’t 
necessarily target the Jews primarily. Their primary targets are the Americans, their 
institutions, those countries that are part of the coalition forces in Iraq, Afghanistan – this is  
why the Germans are currently very exercised with plots, threats that have been made by 
German Muslims who have gone to Afghanistan and to Pakistan – countries that have 
troops in Muslim lands, if you like, are quite high up on their threat list. 

Jews come some lower down, but some of these arenas have anti-Semitism as a central 
element in their ideology. 

What I wanted to show were the range of attacks and foiled attacks against Jewish 
communities. I have only gone back a couple of years in order just to give an indication. In 
Britain the Security Services have foiled after 7 July a whole range of terrorist plots. Within 
several of those major plots there were subparts, if you would like, that were focused on 
the Jewish community. The Krevis conspiracy, which would have been probably the largest 
terrorist plot in the UK, having not been foiled in the early stages, where the plotters, who 
have links with al-Qaeda, were plotting to blow up the Blue Waters Shopping Center, 
which is the largest shopping mall in the UK and two or three large night clubs, had also 
began gathering intelligence on synagogues. 

This was not known initially when the policy foiled the plot and it only became apparent, 
when they began to interrogate the computers that the group was using to store the data 
they had collected on. They had begun collecting information on synagogues. 

Another case only came to light last year, where another substantial plot in Manchester. 
When they began their investigation, the police found that the central figure in the plot had 
made invisible ink notes on a plot to assassinate Trevor Chin, who is one of the leaders of 
the Jewish community in the UK. This was mainly because of his friendship with the Prime 
Minister Blair rather than anything else, but it just shows how easily the Jews become 
targets of other plots. 

After the Atocha bombing in Madrid in March 2004 Spanish police found in the subsequent 
investigations that the plotters had also begun gathering intelligence on a Jewish 
Community Center in the suburbs of Madrid. This was again only released subsequently. 



In September of last year the Norwegian security services, investigating a plot that they 
thought was directed at institutions in Norway, in Oslo, found also that there were elements 
of this plot, which were targeting the Jewish community in Prague. The Jewish community 
was told nothing about it. The first we knew was when tanks suddenly appeared in front of 
the synagogue in Prague. There has been a whole host of lone terrorists operating in 
America – from Seattle to others, five bombings of the synagogue in Montreal, but these 
are the lower level. 

I don’t have to remind you of a one that did succeed, tragically, and that was the plot 
against the Nariman Center, the Chabad center in Bombay last year, where a group that 
was affiliated to al-Qaeda made a special point of attacking the Chabad center. 

What I want to just have a look at very closely, rather a very briefly, are some indications 
that would help us and some guidance. Firstly, law enforcement and security authorities 
will be aware of this, but the Jewish communities not so, that often – not always, but this is 
often the case – that terrorists will use an anniversary as a reason to stage an attack. 

So we have to be cognizant of the anniversaries that are significant to the other side. We 
in the UK, and we shared this with some other Community Security Organizations, 
produce an annual list both of dates in our calendar and also the dates in the Muslim 
calendar. We have to distinguish between Sunni and Shiite calendar as well. But dates 
that are significant. For example, if we have coming up Israel engagement in Gaza. This 
will almost inevitably trigger some sort of a plot, if not against Israel, then against the 
Jewish communities. 

I have only been talking about plots against the Jewish communities until now; I have not 
been talking about plots against Israeli embassies or other institutions abroad. We find that 
the response from the British government and its agencies is very positive one to our 
desire to work with them. I recognize that we may be unique, although I see the same 
thing happening slightly slower in France and in few other countries, where the authorities 
are actually seeking out the expertise of the Jewish Security Organizations to the extent 
that we now do some training for the police in the UK, whereas ten years ago we were 
asking them to train us. 

Uniquely, we did get training from the British police. Now I recognize that we have gone 
further than this, but the atmosphere in the UK is much easier than it is in other countries. 
But those Jewish communities that do not have some sort of a relationship with their law 
enforcement authorities and their governments should seek one, although I recognize that 
in some cases, particularly Latin America cases, this may not be possible or may not be as 
possible as it is in Europe. 

The second thing is that where the community leadership does not work with the Jewish 
Security agencies – and I cannot imagine that there are some that there is no at least 
some sort of relationship, but I do know of some, where the relationship is rather distant – 
then they have to try and come closer, because we have got to work together. 

If the Jewish security agencies are finding difficulties in one or another aspect of their 
work, then they should be coming to you as communal leadership to ask for your 
assistance, if they haven’t already done so. Again, there are difficulties, I recognize that, as 
there are all sorts of sensitivities, surrounding the communal security agencies and I don’t 
have to spell those out to you, but nevertheless, as citizens and taxpayers of the countries, 



in which we live, we have a right to demand that the state provides security for us, but we 
also have to recognize that we are in a better position to understand quite often the nature 
of the threats against us. 

We have found so often in the past that the security services and the government 
agencies really don’t quite understand what it is that we are facing. They know that there 
have been some attacks in this country or that country, but often confuse the Jewish 
institutions with the Israeli institutions and don’t often even understand the difference. 

You get all sorts of crude comments coming from them, such as “your embassy has been 
attacked” and “your people have been attacked”, when it has been the Israelis. And you 
have to make the point that, whilst we have closeness with Israel and its institutions, they 
are not our people, that we are their people. We are the taxpayers and the nationals of the 
countries, where we operate and we are the people to whom they owe a duty to care. And 
that we have our own capability, but it does not replace the one of the police – we cannot 
operate on the streets the way the police and the security services can do. We don’t have, 
obviously, access to that sort of information that they do. 

We should also be aware that Israel is acting on this arena, besides of everything that I 
said up until now. There is information passing from the Israeli agencies to your state’s 
national agencies – it is frequent and it also often bypasses the Jewish communities, who 
have no idea that this is going on. Even I sometimes don’t know what is going on, but 
sometimes I do, because people take the opportunity to tell us. 

My final point is that there is an awful lot that is going on out there and that threatens us. 
Some of which we are aware of  and some of which we can guard against. But there is 
also some, which we are unaware of and the only way that we can guard against that, is 
by securing the cooperation with our government and their law enforcement agencies and 
by having our own over deterrence. It is not to say that that deterrence, which essentially 
volunteers from within the Jewish community, is capable of standing to their attacks – they 
are not. 

What they are capable of doing is spotting the build-up one, the surveillance that has to 
precede the attack. Again, I could cite you several occasions, where we believe we have 
foiled attacks in our country and in other countries, because the Jewish community 
security agencies spotted something that was happening. Spotted somebody 
photographing an institution, spotted people standing in a bus stop opposite a synagogue 
or a school, letting buses go past, taking more interest in who is coming and going and 
how to get access to the building, than to get on the bus. 

So security to some extend is in your hands, the hands of your communities, but it is also 
in the hands of your governments and you have to work with them. 


