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Dear Ronald,  

Dear Chel la,  

Rabbis,  

Leaders of Jewish communities and organisations,  

Distinguished guests,  

Dear friends,  

 

We are l iv ing in an age of contradict ions and extremes.  

Extreme poverty.  

Extreme wealth.  

Extreme happiness.  

Extreme sadness.  

Never before so many people had access to healthcare, clean water, education and jobs.  

Yet more and more people are leaving their homes to build better l ives elsewhere.  

Never before have we seen such a fall  in American and European standard of l iv ing and 

such a rise in Indian and Chinese standard of l iving.  

Understanding the trends underlying the contradictions of our modern world is crit ical , 

because many of them pose a threat to the l ives and peace of Jews everywhere. How can 

we counter or minimize them?  

Let me start with what I see as the most important trends:  

1.  Judeo-Christian civi l izat ion is no longer dominant, determining the course of world 

history. What is now remarkable is the extent to which China, India and the Muslim 

world have, over the past decades, become central to global affairs .  

The world order is becoming polycentric -  pol it ically, economically and culturally.  The 

consequence is that global gov ernance based only on European or Western values is no 

longer possible in this world.  

1.  The second but closely related trend I want to highlight is the  evolution of  

global isat ion,  which has triggered a r ise of  neo-nationalism and isolat ionism.  

Brexit is  the f irst s ign in the West. “Make America Great Again!” is the second.  

One can easi ly detect similar slogans in the words of Viktor Orban, Shinzō Abe, Narendra 

Modi, Tayyip Erdogan and other leaders. The 2017 election campaigns in France, 



Germany, Italy, Sweden, Iran, South Korea and other countries are focusing on these 

ideas.  

From the early 2000s, there has been a r ise of polit ical movements, which seek a return 

of power to the nation-state and away from the post -World War I I  international  

institutions –  such as the European Union.  

These movements, fuel led by the global  recession of 2008 and ris ing poverty, infuse 

populism, racism and of course Antisemit ism.  

In this context, I  agree with the English philosopher John Gray, who underl ined the 

fol lowing contradic tion in the twentieth’s  century, sti l l  accurate today, that intel lectual 

and scientif ic values accumulate in the world, meaning that they pass on from generation 

to generation, unl ike ethical values, which unfortunately do not have such a cumulative 

effect .  

That is why each generation must learn these values on its own, because i f  it  does not,  

there is always the possibil i ty to be taught by new catastrophe.  

This  is  true for the explosive nature of Antisemit ism: everybody knows that the Shoah 

happened, but new generations are ethically uneducated. They are overloaded with 

information but lack ethical values.  

In l ight of current economic dynamics, IMF Managing Director Christ ine Lagarde also 

noted right to the point, “Economic growth was too slow, for too long  and for too few.”  

The GDP annual growth rate dramatical ly decreased in the U.S. and Europe.   

In other words, the social contract, which worked well  for the past f ifty years, is  no longer 

in place.  

We, as cit izens of the developed world, bel ieved that ever y new generation would l ive 

better than the previous one. That chi ldren would l ive better than their parents. Is there 

real ly a better description of the concept of Jewish aspirat ion?  

Unfortunately,  this concept does not work anymore in the developed count ries. But it  is  

sti l l  valid in China and India.  

The middle class –  the pil lar of social stabil ity -  is  deteriorating. As a result , nearly one 

in four EU cit izens, about 120 mill ion people, are threatened with poverty or social 

exclusion.  

So it  is  not surpris ing that even well -to-do European societ ies are dominated by fear 

rather than values -  fear of poverty,  fear of migrants, fear for their l ives amid terrorist  

attacks.  

There are indeed many things to fear. Threats are real and come from different hor izons. 

The Jewish Street, together with the State of Israel , can play a major role in preventing 

those threats, including the threat of nuclear terrorism, and we are strongly involved in 

this issue.  

Ten years ago, on the EJC’s init iat ive, the International  Luxembourg Forum on Preventing 

Nuclear Catastrophe was founded. The Forum has brought together the world’s leading 



experts in nuclear non-proli feration. Currently, the Forum is the most influential  

organization on this issue.  

I  would l ike to stress the importance of  promoting a strong coalit ion between the U.S., 

EU and Russia to f ight together the threat of terror and nuclear proli feration. Israel  and 

world Jewry wil l  benefit most from this process.  

Dear Friends, I  have outlined the trends shaping our wo rld. I  now want to turn to the 

effect on us, Jews.  

As a result of the trends I mentioned, across the polit ical spectrum, both in Europe and 

in the United States,  we are witnessing strange and sometimes dangerous coalit ions.  

Some of these coalit ions make An tisemitism part  of  their polit ical message. Radicals  from 

all  s ides remove taboos –  Antisemit ism becomes triv ial , routine and a part of the so -

called new normality.  

And when we complain, extremists on the right and left tell  Jews that we are 

“weaponis ing” Antisemitism.  

This is a new form of a very old Antisemitism. Jews are perpetrators while anti -Semites 

are victims.  

Most of the people at this gathering are products of the post -1989 world, meaning that 

we spent most of our adult years in a period dominated  by the spread of democracy and 

the absence of a global threat of war. This period has been almost ideal for all  Jews (and 

not only in the Western World).  

However,  the prosperous and flourishing Jewish Street of that time does not exist  

anymore.  

In many parts of the world of the 21st century, the terror threat and violent Antisemitism 

forced us, Jews, to isolate ourselves and even to flee from some European countries.  

And let’s face it , no Jewish community,  anywhere in the world, however strong and 

organised, is now immune from Jew hatred.  

The findings of the annual report on Antisemit ism worldwide issued yesterday by the 

Kantor Centre at Tel Aviv Univers ity make that clear and I recommend it to you.  

While the number of anti -Semitic incidents, especially vio lent ones, has decreased 

worldwide in 2016, the enemies of the Jewish people have found new avenues to express 

their Antisemitism - with significant increase of hate onl ine and against less protected 

targets l ike cemeteries.  

We see from the stat istics a decrease in the number of anti -Semitic incidents, especially 

violent attacks, mostly in countries with large Jewish populat ion. In 2016, incidents of  

anti-Semitic v iolence fel l  by 12%.  

A signif icant fall  was noted in France, where the government outlined a 6 1% decrease in 

all  forms of Antisemitism in 2016.  

Among the reasons for the decrease in the number of violent anti -Semitic incidents is  

the vis ibi l ity of improved security measures to protect European populat ions, as wel l  as  

Jewish areas and inst itutions.  



These positive results, however, are counter -balanced by a sharp increase in anti -Semitic  

incidents in Engl ish-speaking countries, which have historically  been more welcoming for 

Jews.  

The UK saw an increase of 11% during 2016.  

In Australia the rate of inc rease was 10%.  

However, most s ignif icantly, there was an alarming rise of 45% in anti -Semitic incidents 

in the United States,  mostly on univers ity campuses, where Jewish students are facing 

hate and intolerance.  

We also see increasing cases of verbal and v irtual Antisemitism - onl ine and on social 

networks.  

Finally, I  would l ike to stress the direct correlation that exists between the number of 

anti-Semitic attacks worldwide and the decrease in standard of l iving and rising poverty 

in the top migrant sending countries. The common conclusion –  the Antisemit ism crisis  

has nothing to do with the Jewish street, but is a result of general negative trends.  

 

To raise awareness about these challenges, the EJC has created a large network within 

the European institutions.  

We speak to heads of state, ministers,  commissioners and members of the European 

Parliament on a constant and ongoing basis.  

Let me now turn directly to security.  

The security of our communities is a vital  issue and we need courageous leadership to 

f ight for Jewish interests and not accept a situation where Jewish security is neglected 

by governments.  

Since 2012, the EJC launched the SACC programme, a major effort to enhance the security 

of our communities.  

In f ive years, we have dramatically improved crisis management, opened a new office 

with a control room in Vienna and activated a very sophisticated application, which has 

been distributed to more than 30 communities in Europe.  

Thanks to this application, all  Jews in Europe can have on their  smartphones a panic  

button, which wil l  inform local police and our control room of their location and in some 

cases of the nature of their problem. This system could be extended up to 5 mill ion 

people.  

My security specialists have told me not to discuss f urther details in public . But let me 

tel l  you how proud I am that in this area we have seen dramatic progress.  

I  would l ike to conclude by rais ing an important issue concerning the relations between 

WJC and its European aff i l iate, the EJC. We had very inte rest ing and very nice talk with 

Ronald yesterday about this and I believe we found all  common points how to manage all  

this . But I want to say few words about this . We have only one complaint to the World 

Jewish Congress, the frequent duplication of EJC pr ogrammes in Europe, especially 



concerning our SACC programme where such dupl icat ion can impede its professional  and 

operational capacit ies.  

This  harms the EJC, wastes our resources and confuses our partners across Europe. This  

must be stopped. Instead, we must focus our efforts and funds on existential issues faced 

by Jewish communit ies.  

The Policy Counci l  of the World Jewish Congress must clearly define the goals that we 

want to achieve and mobilize all  our communities to reach these goals together.  

For example, 70 years after Shoah was stopped, we sti l l  do not have the UN definit ion of 

Antisemit ism. And maybe Mr. Guterres can succeed in this direction, but at least we have 

to have common understanding and definition of Antisemitism on the level of the OSCE . 

Let’s unify our efforts in this direction.  

I  hope that after this  Plenary Assembly, the Governing Board wil l  form the Pol icy Counci l  

by electing its members according to the bylaws of the WJC.  

Dear Friends,  

I  would l ike to conclude with words of Duke Leo  Tolstoy who wrote more than a century 

ago something very touching: “What is the Jew?...What kind of unique creature is this 

whom al l  the rulers  of al l  the nations of the world have disgraced and crushed and 

expel led and destroyed; persecuted, burned and d rowned, and who, despite their anger 

and their fury, continues to l ive and to f lourish. The Jew - is  the symbol of eternity.  .. .  

He is the one who for so long had guarded the prophetic message and transmitted it  to 

all  mankind. A people such as this can ne ver disappear. The Jew is  eternal .  He is  the 

embodiment of eternity.”  

Exactly for these words and his position Duke Tolstoy was expel led from the Orthodox 

Russian Church. And I was crying with tears of appreciation when I  read it for the f irst 

t ime.  

This posit ive perspective gives us hope. We continuously proved to the world that we 

Jews are resil ient, generous and tolerant, wel l -known for our love, for l ife and solidarity.  

Unity is our strength, and this is  what we need to strive for. Let’s come together a s "one 

person, with one heart". "Ke- Ish Echad, Be-Lev Echad".  

Thank you.  

 


