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Good evening ladies and gentlemen. 

Thank you for having me here tonight. 

First of all, I want to express my deepest condolences to all the families 

of Newtown, Connecticut. The people of Israel stand with the people of 

America through both good and bad times. In these trying times our 

hearts are with you as we mourn this terrible tragedy… together. 

Ron, I have known you for many years.  And yet I am still amazed by 

your energy, by your activism and by your every-day commitment to 

the cause.  You have been a life-long friend to the State of Israel, while 

advocating and directly working for the safety and well-being of Jewish 

communities all around the world.   

Ron, few individuals of our generation have had such a positive impact 

on global Jewry, and for this, I salute you. 

It is truly an honor to address the World Jewish Congress' inaugural 

Theodore Herzl award dinner, a tribute to President Shimon Peres. 

What do Theodore Herzl, Shimon Peres and the World Jewish Congress 

all have in common?  The answer can be summarized in one word: 

Vision. 

Theodore Herzl… now he had a vision. 

President Shimon Peres… he certainly has a vision. 
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The World Jewish Congress… You guys… you have a vision.  A clear 

vision. A powerful vision. 

President Ronald Reagan once noted that to grasp and hold a vision… 

that is the very essence of successful leadership. 

But a vision without action remains a vision; an abstract dream.   In our 

part of the world, abstract dreams are simply not good enough.  We 

must deal with a tangible reality! 

The State of Israel has been fighting successfully for its survival on many 

fronts, for many years.   

I have spent the vast majority of my life fighting for Israel’s security.  

Even today, Israel’s security is under threat from a host of forces.  But I 

am confident that we will prevail and flourish. 

Our whole region is experiencing a geopolitical earthquake on a scale 

unprecedented in our lifetimes.    

We live in a tough neighborhood, one in which there is no mercy for 

the weak and no second chance for those unable to defend 

themselves. 

FDR once said that it is crucial to “Keep your eyes on the stars and your 

feet on the ground.”  

In the Middle East, it is imperative to remain strong, open-eyed, and 

with a clear vision. But both feet must remain firmly on the ground.   

We must be ready to stretch out our hand for peace, while keeping the 

other hand on the trigger, ready to defend ourselves as and when we 

need to. 

The earthquake is in our backyard, and yet our house stands… stable 

and strong.   

Our neighbor Egypt has now entered a new era.    
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The Muslim Brotherhood regime provides a tailwind for Hamas in Gaza, 

as well as for extremists in Jordan. 

But the peace treaty with Egypt remains a strategic asset for both 

countries. 

And we expect the new government to respect it for the sake of peace 

and stability for the entire region. 

On our northern border, in Syria, the bloodshed continues.  Over 

40,000 Syrians have already been killed. Iran and Hezbollah are the only 

allies Assad has left. 

And they will suffer a major blow with Assad’s inevitable downfall. 

I have instructed the IDF to closely monitor the possible transfer of 

advanced weapons systems or elements of Assad’s chemical arsenal 

into Lebanon. We will take any necessary action to prevent this.  

Hezbollah has amassed well over 60,000 rockets and is actively involved 

in terror all around the world. 

During Operation Pillar of Defense in the south, Hezbollah in the north 

were watching.  We struck a heavy blow to Hamas and sent a clear 

message to all the terrorist groups that aim to harm our civilians. 

During Operation Pillar of Defense, the 'Iron Dome' system – which 

went from vision to reality in under three years – intercepted 86% of 

the rockets headed towards Israel's civilian population. 

It protected the public, while providing greater flexibility to the decision 

makers. 

This evening we salute the visionaries who made this possible.   

The Talmud tells us that "He who saves a life is considered as if he has 

saved an entire world." 
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The scientists and engineers of Israel's defense industries, and indeed 

the IDF Air Defense personnel – the soldiers operating the system – 

have saved worlds. 

I would also like to express my deepest gratitude to President Obama, 

and to my counterpart Secretary Leon Panetta – and his predecessor 

Bob Gates – as well as to the US Congress for their continued backing of 

'Iron Dome' and the security of the people of Israel. 

The bonds between America and Israel, and between our defense and 

intelligence establishments, are unbreakable and unique. 

And as the technological race in the Middle East continues, US-Israel 

cooperation will become more and more essential in maintaining 

Israel's military qualitative edge. 

Today, the world intelligence community agrees that the Iranians are 

determined to defy and deceive the rest of the world in order to 

become a nuclear power.  

A militarized nuclear Iran will ignite a dangerous fuse in our region.  

Saudi Arabia will become a nuclear power within weeks, Turkey within 

a few years, and the new Egypt will undoubtedly follow suit.   

And the countdown towards nuclear material falling into the hands of 

terrorists begins… 

A nuclear Iran will spread its support for terror…  Intimidate its 

neighbors and threaten the channels through which approximately 40% 

of the energy for Europe and the East passes. 

These are just some of the reasons why Iran is a genuinely global 

threat; not just a threat to Israel and the region. 

Though let us not forget that this extreme regime also threatens to 

wipe Israel out the pages of history. 
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Five years ago, when I entered this role, Iran had 800kg of lowly 

enriched Uranium.  Currently, they have over 6.5 metric tons of LEU, 

and approximately 200kg of Uranium enriched to 20%; part of which 

has been reprocessed into fuel rods. 

The Iranians are deliberately trying to create a level of redundancy and 

protection for their program, what we call the "zone of immunity", 

before charging towards a weapon. 

 

Diplomacy efforts continue, and sanctions are both unprecedented and 

genuinely biting.   Yet they may not suffice. 

 

We, all the leaders of the world, are using the same language.  “We are 

determined to prevent Iran from becoming a military-nuclear power.” 

 

All options are on the table to prevent Iran from crossing the point of 

no return. 

 

We expect all those who say it to mean it; we certainly mean it. 

 

Once the Iranians enter the ‘zone of immunity’, fate… will be out of our 

hands.   

 

The State of Israel was founded precisely so that our fate would remain 

in our own hands.  When it comes to the very future of Israel, and its 

vital security interests, we cannot… and will not delegate the 

responsibility for making these decisions.  Not even to our closest and 

most trusted allies. 

 

Closer to home, I have been the Minister of Defense now for the last 

five years, during which the security situation in Judea and Samaria has 

become more stable than it has been for many years.  
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Credit must be given to the exceptional work of the IDF and the 

coordination between the Palestinian and Israeli security forces. 

The recent provocative Palestinian bid to become a non-member state 

at the UN could jeopardize the stability and calm.  It cannot, however, 

replace direct negotiations without preconditions. 

Nor should it be used as an excuse not to negotiate. 

The objective of these negotiations is clear: Two states for two peoples.   

If a permanent peace agreement cannot be achieved under the present 

circumstances, we should settle for an interim agreement.   

And if an interim agreement is unobtainable; then we should consider 

unilateral steps to place a wedge on the dangerous slippery slope 

towards a binational state.  A slippery slope which would risk both the 

Jewish and democratic nature of the State of Israel. 

Israel is the strongest nation in the Middle East, and based on this 

strength… we must act with decisiveness and confidence.  

And our strength, ladies and gentlemen, is found in the Jewish and 

democratic nature of our state. It is found in our value system.  It is 

found in our society.  

We have a vision.  Our vision is of a state and society built on effective 

armed forces, international legitimacy, a strong and vibrant economy, 

social cohesion, solidarity, unity, a sense of purpose, and a shared vision 

regarding the future of the state. 

President Peres has dedicated almost his entire life to serving the State 

of Israel.  His blood is blue and white.  

I strongly believe that we share the same vision. 

My vision, President Peres' vision, and the vision of all of you in this 

room tonight is of a strong, self-confident, flourishing Jewish and 

democratic state, living in peace and security with its neighbors. 
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An exemplary state at the cutting edge of world societies in the 

disciplines of science, technology, education, culture, infrastructure, 

quality of life and standard of living. 

A society which promotes solidarity and provides opportunities for all, 

while demanding responsibility from every individual or group.  

A society that will strengthen the unique mutual relationship with the 

Diaspora.  

A society which we can look upon and declare: 

This is our Israel.   

And a society which you can look upon and proudly declare: 

That is our Israel.   

The book of Proverbs teaches us that: 

ֵאין ָעם יִָפַרע, ָחזֹון בְּ  

"Where there is no vision, the people shall perish" 

Ladies and gentlemen, we have a vision.  And we will work hard to 

realize this vision.  And it will be achieved through both strength and 

courage.  And as the traditional blessing says: 

בשלום עמו את יברך השם, ייתן לעמו עוז השם  

May the Lord bestow his people with courage, and may the Lord bless 

his people with peace.  

Thank you 


