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We share the grief and outrage of those in the Pittsburgh community, as well as 

those around the world, for the heinous act of anti-Semitism this past 

Shabbat.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to all those who lost loved ones, to 

those injured, and to the entire congregation of Etz Chayim, which suffers so 

deeply. 

  

This tragedy painfully hit very close to home.  A long-time and dear colleague of 

the Claims Conference, Asher Ostrin, the Senior Executive for International Affairs 

at the Joint Distribution Committee, lost his brother-in-law, Dr. Jerry Rabinowitz, 

one of the Etz Chaim fatalities.  As the shooter stalked his victims, Dr. Rabinowitz 

rushed in to help the wounded.  According to Avishai Ostrin, his nephew, “a 

message his uncle would want everyone to take from the tragedy, would be a 

message of love, unity, and of the strength and resilience of the Jewish 

people."  As reported in news outlets, “A former patient recalled that in the early 

days of the AIDS crisis, Rabinowitz was among a handful of doctors treating 

patients with dignity and respect.  ‘Basically before there was effective treatment 

for fighting HIV itself, he was known in the community for keeping us alive the 

longest,’ Michael Kerr recalled on Facebook. 

 

We have been in touch with the Jewish Family and Community Services of 

Pittsburgh (JFCS), a welfare agency with which we partner to provide services to 

Holocaust survivors in Pittsburgh.  Our colleagues at JFCS in Pittsburgh have 

asked us to reach out to the global community to write letters of support to the 

bereaved and injured victims and their families. Please share the attached link to 

write a letter with your communities: jfcspgh.org/communitysupport.  

 

https://claimscon.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db9190cf3354f272fa9c7a934&id=c025c95269&e=b98abbea41
https://claimscon.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db9190cf3354f272fa9c7a934&id=2b05db875f&e=b98abbea41


 

Sadly, in a little over a week, we commemorate the 80th anniversary of 

Kristallnacht, an event, unimaginable at the time, that foreshadowed the Holocaust 

and launched a campaign of terror against Jews.  It might be appropriate to take 

some time to consider what anti-Semitism and related acts of violence led to in the 

past as we have yet another, shocking reminder of the thin thread upon which our 

sense of security, our freedom from fear, sometimes hangs. 

  

Nonetheless, we must continue to be vigilant, to confront anti-Semitism wherever 

we detect it.  With a heavy heart, we stand with the Jewish community of 

Pittsburgh, wishing them refuah shleimah, as we remember the eleven who 

perished. 

 

Joyce Fienburg, 75-years-old 

Richard Gottfried, 65-years-old 

Rose Mallinger, 97-years-old 

Jerry Rabinowitz, 66-years-old 

Cecil Rosenthal, 59-years-old 

David Rosenthal, 54-years-old 

Bernice Simon, 84-years-old 

Sylvan Simon, 86-years-old 

Daniel Stein, 71-years-old 

Melvin Wax, 88-years-old 

Irving Younger, 69-years-old 

  

Yehi Zichronam Livracha 

May their memories be for a blessing. 

  

Sincerely, 

Julius Berman, President 

Greg Schneider, Executive Vice President 
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